
 
“To protect, preserve and improve the quality of water, land and life in the Cooks Creek Watershed” 
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Regular Board Meetings:  

Springtown Fire House- 7:30PM 

4th Thursday of the month except Nov. 
and Dec. which is the 3rd Thursday;  

Sept. 27, Oct. 25, Nov.15 (3rd Thurs-
day), Dec.20 (3rd Thursday) 

See back for details! 
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It seems that summer has 
brought with it either bru-
tal heat and humidity or 
drenching rain.  Fortu-
nately, the water levels 
have not been crazy, and 
erosion problems have 
not been increasing be-
yond the already alarming 
rate we have seen in pre-
vious years.  However, I 
am still concerned with 
low base flow and high 
heat driving many of our 
resident species into hid-
ing and worsening the 
plight of our native brook 
trout.  I was very pleased 
to learn that recent recon-
naissance by Lois Oleksa, 
Jim Orben and Joe Mihok 
of Trout Unlimited turned 
up brook trout in Coon 
Hollow Run.  So, despite 
the negative results of the 
electroshocking survey 
done a few years ago, 
there are still Cooks 
Creek brookies out there.  
But we need to continue 
to do things to improve 
riparian conditions or we 
will not keep them.  This 
means working hard to 
increase the infiltration of 
storm water and planting 
native plants to keep the 
stream banks shaded. 

Speaking of which, our 
riparian buffer planting at 

the Firehouse in Spring-
town is growing nicely.  
Some natural recruitment 
of wild plants is occur-
ring simply because the 
mowing stopped, so 
hopefully it will not take 
long to stabilize the bank.  
While it may take a while 
to get shade, we will con-
tinue to post progress up-
dates.  If you have a ri-
parian edge that needs to 
be restored, let us know!  
We can offer advice and 
may be able to help se-
cure some funding to pur-
chase native plants. 

Speaking of native plants, 
Jeff and Maureen Heehs 

hosted a native plant 
workshop at their home 
in Durham in July.  
About a dozen folks came 
for the open yard event.  
Maureen and Jeff showed 
us the damage that inva-
sive species such as Japa-
nese stilt grass and hon-
eysuckle, as well as mul-
tiflora rose and garlic 
mustard have done on 
their property over the 
years.  They have fought 
back recently with a com-
bination of pulling, cut-
ting, pruning and planting 
some of which has helped 
and some of which has 

Native Plant Workshop 

(Continued to page 2) 

Special Events 
 

Springfield Community Day 275 yr. 
celebration - September 22 

Oct. 6, first Sat. of  Oct., Fall Dinner 

Oct. 13, second Sat. of Oct., Durham Com-
munity Day 

Nov 10, second Sat. of Nov., Fall Clean-Up 
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not.  The take home for me was that I should try to do what I can, but that it’s important to pace yourself 
because it’s easy to get discouraged.  Everyone who attended was given two flats of native plants to take 
home and we talked about the possibility of getting together to help each other beat back the alien hordes 
and maybe exchange native plants.  If you might be interested in such things, let me know. 

As always, education is the key to many of the ills that our Watershed faces.  As you know, I am a big pro-
ponent of youth education.  The Mini Monster Mayhem was held again this year at my home in Spring-
town.  About a dozen kids brought their parents along and we had a great time talking about water, eating 
gummy worms and playing with the toilet model….not to mention wading in the creek for bugs too, of 
course.  I missed the help of our dear friend Hans, this year being the first without his help.  Our efforts to 
place a memorial at Peppermint Park did stall out this spring, due to a number of reasons, but we will per-
sist.  Hopefully we will be able to announce a memorial dedication this fall.   

We have a fall lineup of activities for you including the 275th anniversary celebration of Springfield Town-
ship on September 22, Walk in Penn’s Woods on October 7, and our fall roadside cleanup on Nov. 10.  Our 
Annual Fall Dinner will be held at the Springtown Rod and Gun Club on Saturday, October 6.  This year’s 
speaker will be Rebecca Kennedy from the Watershed Coalition of the Lehigh Valley. She is sure to be en-
tertaining and educational.  Follow us on Facebook, or check the website for details and updates. 

Yours in conservation,  

W. Scott Douglas, President 

 

(Continued from page 1) 

Cooks Creek Watershed Association Annual Fall Dinner 

Saturday, October 6th, 2018      5 pm till 9 pm at the  

Springtown Rod and Gun Club, 3146 Route 212-412, Springtown, PA 18081 

 

Hors d’oeuvres at 5 pm, dinner at 6 pm (please bring along a covered dish to share) 
and guest presenter Rebecca Kennedy will be speaking about “Being a Water Steward 
and How Micro Plastics Affect our Waterways” at 7 pm. 

About the Speaker  

Rebecca Kennedy, has served as president of the Watershed Coalition of the Lehigh Valley since 
2009. She works as a project manager for PENNVEST, and is active in a wide variety of communi-
ty-based water resource initiatives, among them the Master Watershed Steward program. She has a 
background in geology and water resource management, and enjoys biking, swimming, kayaking, 
running, and anything outdoors. 

 

For more information please check out www.cookscreekpa.org 
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Botanical Focus: INDIAN PIPES (Monotropa uniflora) By: David Oleksa 

This is the 8th installment in a series of articles on the flora of the Cooks Creek Watershed. 

 

If you walk through a dark forest with moist soil and plenty of decaying leaves during the months of July 
through September, you might be fortunate enough to find one of the world’s weirdest but most amazing 
plants. If there are beech trees or conifers in the forest, your chances are enhanced. The plant I am referring 
to is the Indian pipe or as it is also known, corpse plant or ghost plant. When you see one you will immedi-
ately recognize it because of these names. It looks very much like the white clay pipes that the settlers used 
to smoke tobacco and its stark white coloring makes it seem to jump out of the leafy forest floor. 

The strange white ghostly appearance of this plant makes people initially assume that it is a mushroom or 
some other weird type of fungus. However, it is truly a plant, only one without chlorophyll. Each plant has 
one stem between 3 and 9 inches in length. It is not uncommon to see a group of these plants clustered to-
gether. You may notice a scaly appearance on the stems. These small scales are actually rudimentary 
leaves. At the top of the stem is a single (hence the name uniflora) bell shaped flower hanging downwards, 
giving the plant its characteristic pipe shape. The plant is pollinated by small bees and once the seed starts 
to mature the bell shaped flower slowly straightens until it is nearly upright. The seed capsules are released 
and then dispersed by the wind. After ejecting its seed pod the plant dies, decays and disappears. 

You may wonder how the plant can exist without chlorophyll. Well, the answer is that the Indian pipe is a 
parasite (actually a micro heterotroph). Its host is a family of fungi who have a symbiotic relationship with 
trees (especially beech and conifers). This association is referred to as mychorrhiza. In short, the fungus 
gets its energy from the sugars that the tree produces through the use of its chlorophyll and in return sup-
plies the tree with water and minerals that it extracts from the earth. The Indian pipe then acts as a parasite 
using the fungus as a host and gets its nourishment from the fungus. 

The Indian pipe itself is very fragile. Picking it or even touching it may cause it to turn brown and quickly 
decay. You should be urged to be very careful not to tread on or damage this marvelous plant. 

Most people are surprised to learn the Indian pipe is a member of the blueberry family. 

You also may be wondering what the Indian pipe is used for. It has some medicinal properties. Native 
Americans used the sap to cure eye ailments and in western herbal medicine it has been used as a nervine 
(to calm individuals who have nervous conditions). It has been reported that it has a taste similar to aspara-
gus but it is mildly toxic to some individuals so ingesting it is not recommended. 

Because of its fragility and the complexity of its food source and specific environment, it is impossible to 

grow them in captivity. They are best enjoyed in their natural habitat and make exceptional subjects for the 
camera enthusiast. 

 

 



 

Did you ever wonder why some leaves are green? Why are some animals’ skins a light tan while others are 
black or dark brown? Why are some corals pink or yellow while others are white? And  why is “red tide”, 
algae  bright red in color rather than the normal green that we would expect? 

The answer to these nature riddles is the word “pigments”. Pigments are chemical compounds found in 
plants and animals that reflect only certain wavelengths of visible light. If you have ever seen the light that is 
produced through a prism or if you’ve ever studied a rainbow, you would have been looking at all the colors 
seen in the visible spectrum. Pigments absorb some of these colors (or wavelengths) making those colors 
invisible to us while at the same time, reflecting other wavelengths which give to the human eye the percep-
tion of a particular color. The color we perceive is important but more important is what happens to the por-
tions of the light that is absorbed.  The ability to absorb these certain wavelengths is very important to the 
plants and other organisms that use photosynthesis. 

Plants, algae and certain bacteria that use photosynthesis to produce their own food are known as autotrophs 
and their ability to absorb only certain portions of the spectrum is indispensable to their existence. Since 
each pigment only reacts with a certain range of the visible light, the autotroph must produce several types of 
pigments to capture as much of the sun’s energy as possible. To do this most efficiently, each of the pig-
ments is of a different color. 

There are three basic types of pigments: 

The first are the chlorophylls. These are greenish in color and occur in most plants, algae and certain bacte-
ria. The most common of these is called chlorophyll “a”. There are also chlorophylls “b” and “c” which are 
found in some plants, green algae and plankton. 

A second type of pigment is the carotenoids. These are usually red, orange or yellow and the most familiar is 
carotene that gives carrots their distinctive color. Carotenoids also give the brown color to kelp and brown 
algae. They are known as accessory pigments because they do not directly photosynthesize to pass the ener-
gy they develop to chlorophyll. 

The third type of pigment is phycobilins which are found only in certain bacteria and a certain type of algae. 
These pigments cause the bacteria to appear to be blue and the algae to be red. 

In all these examples of pigments in nature, the pigments convert the sun’s energy into chemical energy and 
this is the process we mentioned called photosynthesis. As a by-product of this process, organisms that use 
photosynthesis appear to us to have different colors. For example, plants appear to be green because they 
contain chlorophyll “a” and “b” molecules which reflect green light. At the same time, they are absorbing 
red and blue light. 

The carotenoids, on the other hand, absorb violet and blue-green light and reflect red and yellow. This is 
what makes a tomato appear to us as red, corn as yellow, and oranges and carrots to be orange. 

All these pigments are stored in the plants and other organisms and through certain processes (like eco-
printing) can be used to transfer images to other materials such as fabrics and paper without the use of ink 
or paint. 

You probably were unacquainted with the complex world of pigments and we hope this article gives you 
more of an appreciation and understanding of the importance of the colors you see in the plants that surround 
you. 
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(Continued on page 5) 

Children’s Backyard: Pigments   By: David and Lois Oleksa 
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(Continued from page 4) 

Children’s Backyard Activity: Eco-Printing and Boiled Book Pages 

Collect various leaves and plant material and check out the colors and 
patterns left on paper by the various plant pigments. 

1.  Collect plant material and watercolor paper or other paper. 

2.  Using a pot for dying (an old pot or a cheap one from a thrift store) 
decide which size paper you need to use. Pick the size paper that will fit 
into your pot.  

3.  Layer the plant material (walnut leaves, ferns, oak leaves, sweet gum, 
etc.) between the stack of paper. 
It’s ok to let the plant material 
fall off the papers. Tie the stack 
of paper together fitting a piece 
of cardboard on top and one on 
bottom of the pile of paper. This 
helps hold the stack together. 
Bind the papers together with 
thread or rubber bands keeping 
the “book” papers tight together. 

4.  Place the book bundle in the 
pot, cover it with water and a cup 
of white vinegar. Place a few rusty nails or other rusty metal pieces in 
the pot to weigh down the book and also to contribute some color to the 
paper. Soak the book in the vinegar water for 15-20 minutes, bring to a 
boil and simmer at a rolling boil for 1-1 ½ hours, keeping the pot cover-
er. 

5.  After cooking the book, let the water and book cool; drain. Using 
gloves, cut off the thread or rubber bands and gently pull apart the pages; 
discard/compost the plant material and gently rinse off any of the re-
maining plant material. Don’t rub the material. 

6.  Lay the paper pages out on 
a cloth towel letting 
them dry. OOOOH 
and AAAAH at the 
various plant patterns 
and colors from the 
plant pigments. The 
pages should be 
pressed to flatten 
them out after they 
are dry (put them un-
der a stack of books). 
7.  Use your beautiful 
printed paper pages 
to make a book or 
just use the individu-
al papers as decora-
tive paper. 

1.  Pile plant materials on the paper. 

3. Tie the book together. 2.Create a book with plant materials. 

4. Add water and vinegar to pot. Add rusty nails.       

5. Unveiling - see the impressions of the 
leaves   with plant pigment colors. 

6. Final product - eco printed pages that can now be 

bound into a book.  See the released plant pigments. 
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Green Tip #43: Mineral-Based Sunscreens: Better for the Environment, Human Health  
By: Kate Harveston of EARTHTALK 
 
It’s summertime in the Northern Hemisphere, a time when people flock to the pool, lake or beach by the thou-
sands to soak up some sun. Families are loading up their cars and heading off for their summer vacations with 
the kids, which often involve spending as much 
time as possible outdoors walking around amuse-
ment parks or water parks. 

Mineral-based sunscreens are better for the environ-
ment and our personal health, but can be harder to 
find and more expensive than their traditional coun-
terparts. And of course, many of these happy vaca-
tioners rely upon sunscreen to protect them from 
harmful UV rays. But how much protection are they 
truly getting? In many cases, the answer is not 
enough. 
 
Not only that, some sunscreens contain the hor-
mone-disrupting ingredients oxybenzone and oc-
tinoxate, which the Hawaiian government has 
banned due to the environmental harm they cause to coral reefs. That leaves consumers with a conundrum: 
How do they protect themselves and their little ones from the sun’s harmful rays in an economical way that is 
kind to the environment? It’s a seemingly simple question, but the answer is quite complex. 
 
The Environmental Impact of Sunscreen Use  
There are two types of sunscreen: chemical-based and mineral-based. Chemical-based sunscreens often con-
tain the ingredient oxybenzone, which is proven to disrupt hormones among marine life. Consequences of 
chemical-based sunscreens to the ecosystem include irreparable harm to coral reefs, as well as sea turtles and 
their eggs. There is evidence to support that oxybenzone even can cause hormonal changes in mammals, in-
cluding human beings. 
Obviously, moving away from chemical-based sunscreens is beneficial to the environment and even our per-
sonal health. The obvious solution is to move to mineral-based sunscreens. But this isn’t always economically 
feasible. 

The True Cost of Sunscreen  
A recent study by the National Institutes for Health found anywhere from 25 to 50 percent of people who 
wear sunscreen fail to use an adequate amount to ensure full coverage. Not only can this lead to painful sun-
burns, but it can also eventually lead to skin cancer. 

But it isn’t entirely surprising people use less than the recommended amount, given the relatively high cost 
of sunscreens, particularly safer mineral-based sunscreens. Based on the costs provided on 
Livestrong’s list of the 31 safest sunscreens, the average price to protect a family of four for just two 
hours in the sun is $9.80 — which is more than $2 more than the federal minimum wage. 
And bear in mind, the figure above is only enough sunscreen to protect a family of four for two 
hours in the sun. There are 15 weekends between Memorial Day and Labor Day each year. If that 
family spent only two hours per weekend outdoors during that time that equates to $1,176 to protect 
themselves from the sun. 

And few families with children spend that little time outdoors during the summer months. Besides 
the obvious beach vacations, there are barbecues and pool parties to attend. And with children out of 

(Continue on page 7) 

https://earthtalk.org/mineral-based-sunscreens/
https://earthtalk.org/author/kate-harveston/
https://www.npr.org/sections/thetwo-way/2018/05/02/607765760/hawaii-approves-bill-banning-sunscreen-believed-to-kill-coral-reefs
https://www.npr.org/sections/thetwo-way/2018/05/02/607765760/hawaii-approves-bill-banning-sunscreen-believed-to-kill-coral-reefs
https://www.consumersafety.org/news/safety/environmentally-friendly-sunscreen/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/12374537
https://www.livestrong.com/slideshow/1005303-30-safest-sunscreens-3-avoid/#slide=2
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school for the summer, many of them spend a good majority of time each day outdoors. The price 
to keep them adequately covered can quickly become more than the average middle-class family 
can afford, especially at a time where prices of commodities continue to rise while wages remain 
stagnant. 

Why Do Americans Have So Few Choices? 
Another factor complicating Americans’ search for adequate, affordable sun protection is the fact 
that, in America, sunscreen is an over-the-counter medication. This limits Americans’ choices 
when it comes to safe, effective sunscreen ingredients. Because the FDA classifies sunscreen as 
an over-the-counter medication, all ingredients must undergo rigorous testing before becoming 
available for public use. This testing is a good thing for the safety of consumers, but the classifi-
cation is the problem. Could we not test the sunscreen the same without putting such a high clas-
sification on it? 
In contrast, many European countries treat sunscreen as a cosmetic, not a medicine. There, gov-
ernments have approved 27 ingredients as effective sunscreen, compared with only 16 in the US. 
One of the most promising, Mexoryl SX, remains unavailable here despite its proven safety. 
Make no mistake, these sunscreens undergo rigorous testing as well, but the simple classification 
is what makes the difference. As the goal of governmental regulations is protecting the safety of 
citizens, one can’t help but wonder if it would be better for public safety if the FDA declassified 
sunscreen as a drug. 

How Can You Stay Sun-Safe and Protect the Environment? 
Protecting your skin from sun damage is important, but so is preserving our environment. Assum-
ing you’re on a strict budget like many Americans, what can you do? 

Research and find the best environmentally 
friendly sunscreens. Use them during the times of 
day when the sun is highest — noon to 3 p.m., in 
most locations. There are many advantages of 
eco-friendly products that make using them 
worth the cost, but to try to save money, you can 
avoid going outdoors in the sun during peak 
hours whenever you can. Instead, go out in the 
early mornings or evenings when the sun is lower 
and the air cooler to boot. 
Take a tip from folks in hot, sunny climes such as 
Arizona and rethink the use of your umbrella: 
You can use it to shield you from the sun, as well 
as the rain! Plus, using an umbrella is much easi-
er than wearing long-sleeved clothing in hot 
weather. With a little creativity and innovation, 
hopefully you can keep your family safe from the 
sun, enjoy your summertime and be eco-friendly 
all in one. 

 

(Continued from page 6) 

https://www.fda.gov/downloads/aboutfda/centersoffices/cder/ucm148055.pdf
http://www.td2inc.com/news/nci-and-investigational-drugs-what-is-the-role
https://sowellsowoman.com/5-eco-friendly-products-to-try-this-summer/
https://sowellsowoman.com/5-eco-friendly-products-to-try-this-summer/
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Reflections on Plastic 

Perfect in pink, purple, 

any color of the rainbow, 

soft and pliable 

strong and durable 

too durable 

it turns out 

plentiful and then some 

abundance run amok 

toys and trinkets 

bottles and bags 

cups and containers 

chairs and tables 

from tools to toothbrushes 

everything in between 

 

Like an undetected 

mushroom cloud 

that has ballooned 

around us 

quickly and quietly 

in my one life time 

this pervasive material 

has reigned supreme 

filling all the spaces 

our counters and shelves 

our corners and closets 

our attics and garages 

our yards,  

overflowing garbage pails 

and beyond 

Exploding from 

our garbage, 

the discarded, the extras, 

the no longer needed 

the ones that have been 

dismissed, 

thrown overboard 

or littered along highways 

abandoned beside 

the banks of streams 

blown into rivers 

washed downstream 

in a perfect storm 

of plastic pollution 

a multitude of particles, 

floating endlessly 

into our oceans.  

 

Looking back 

on the age of plastic 

we were all children 

who didn’t understand 

its toxic strength  

its chemistry 

we never heard 

the words biodegradable 

or sustainable 

we only heard 

miracle, won-
der, 

convenience,  

modern technology 

we wanted it all! 

 

Now as the seas 

fill to overflowing 

and plastic waste 

threatens to outnumber 

the fish in the sea 

sea turtles choke 

on plastic bags 

albatrosses 

count plastic 

as part of their 

daily diet 

we need to see  

more clearly 

somehow change 

away from 

the perfections of plastic 

and all that can 

be tossed away 

with indifference.  
  Debra Orben  
  April 11, 2018 
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Creature Feature: Great Blue Heron (Ardea herodius) By:W. Scott Douglas 

This is the 45th installment in a series of articles on the fauna of the Cooks Creek Watershed. 

Arguably one of the most readily recognized birds in the Watershed, the Great Blue Heron 
always attracts attention, whether it’s flying overhead or standing at attention in the marsh 
grass waiting for a meal.  My wife and I were out for a leisurely paddle on Lake Nockamixon 
recently and she asked me if both the males and females had the white “beard”.  I realized that 
I did not know, and of course this prompted me to find out all I could about these enigmatic 
birds.  I am taking this opportunity to share my new found knowledge with you. 

The Great Blue Heron is the largest heron in North America, and one of our largest birds, with 
an impressive six-foot wingspan.  They always fly with their necks coiled and their legs out-
stretched behind their foreshortened tail, the opposite of most birds.  When I was a youngster I always thought it made 
it look like they were flying backwards!  Adult herons are mostly grey blue in color, with white and rust on the neck 
and chest, and a distinctive black cap that runs through the eye.  During breeding season the adults have black plumes 

on the back of their heads, like unruly cowlicks.  Juveniles are more grey than white 
and lack the chest plumes.  In southern Florida there is a white morph often called 
the Great White Heron, and in northern and central Florida there is an intermediate 
morph called the Weidemann’s Heron that has a blue body and white neck and 
head.  They are all the same species.  Both the female and male herons have what 
appears to be a white “beard”. In actuality it is a collection of white feathers. 
 

Great Blue Herons are widespread across North America from central Canada to 
Mexico.  Herons are incredibly tolerant 
of temperature extremes, but most will 

migrate south when their feeding areas freeze over, and north for cooler 
temperatures to breed.  While most of us feel lucky to see the solitary 
heron feeding in the shallows of ponds and wetlands, they do gather in 
colonies to breed.  The colonies can contain dozens to even hundreds of 
nests, often high up in dead trees or in shrubs close to where water and 
forest meet.  We are lucky enough to have several of these colonies, or 
heronries to be more precise, close by.  There is one in Springtown, but it 
is on private property.   The males collect sticks and grasses and bring 
them to the females to construct the nest.  Often the female will simply 
add the new offerings to a previously used nest.  The resulting mess can be 
as small as 20 inches across to a whopping four feet across and almost as deep.  Herons are monogamous for the sea-
son, but choose new mates each year.  The female lays 2-6 light blue eggs about the size of a large chicken egg.  Both 
male and female share the incubation duty which lasts about a month.  The nestlings require a fair amount of attention, 
and are fed via regurgitation by both parents for 49-81 days.  The young learn to hunt on their own, and the steep 
learning curve prompts them to follow the adults home each night in the hopes of getting a free meal.   

Since most of us see Great Blue Herons while they are hunting, I am sure you know their preferred method of prey 
capture is stalking or ambush.  They will use a variety of techniques, and eat anything that is within striking distance.  
On occasion they have been known to try to swallow something too big and die trying!  Herons eat mostly fish and 
frogs, but will also eat small mammals, snakes, small water birds, salamanders and insects.  While adult Herons are 
pretty much free from predation due to their size, their eggs and nestlings are preyed upon by bears, raccoons, vul-
tures, ravens, crows, hawks and owls.  Even with all these predators, herons do not warrant any special conservation 
status, and this is probably because their most important habitats are solidly protected already.  Recent recovery of 
natural beaver populations in the northeast and southern Canada have resulted in even more habitat for herons.    

Observing herons in the wild is as easy as visiting most any water body during most of the year, but it can be especial-
ly rewarding to observe them during mating and nesting season if you have permission, of course.  If you have the 
right habitat and want to attract them to nest on your own property, visit www.nestwatch.org to download plans to 

build your own roost.  On the other hand, if you raise fish or have ornamental fish, you might not be a fan of back-
yard heron visits.  Please be advised that it is illegal to harm these birds, but there are ways to discourage 
them with nets or strings.  You can also place a plastic drainpipe in your pond to give the fish a place to hide 
when the herons visit.   

 

http://www.nestwatch.org
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Adelphia Gateway Pipeline Project  By: Arianne Elinich 

 

The Adelphia Gateway Pipeline Project is proposed to convert the 

remaining fifty miles of an existing eighty-four-mile pipeline, the 

Interstate Pipeline, from oil to natural gas. The project was origi-

nally built in the seventies to deliver oil from Sunoco’s former 

Marcus Hook refinery to the regional power plants owned by 

Pennsylvania Power and Light. Although currently labeled as an 

Oil/Gas line, the pipeline transports primarily natural gas sourced from the fracking wells of Western 

Pennsylvania. Prior to its construction, the project was challenged by the Bucks County Planning 

Commission, the Bucks County Board of Commissioners and STOPS (Stop the Oil Pipeline Society). 

On September 25, 1974, the Delaware River Basin Commission “approved the pipeline for inclusion 

in its Comprehensive Plan for the Delaware River Basin. On October 22, 1974, plaintiffs filed this 

complaint seeking to review Basin Commission's decision, seeking to enjoin construction of the pipe-

line, and asking for a declaration that the Basin Commission's regulations, policies, and procedures 

are unconstitutional and violative of plaintiffs' civil rights. Plaintiffs charge that Basin Commission 

(A) failed to observe NEPA standards for the preparation and review of the EIS; and (B) failed to 

hold public adversary hearings in violation of NEPA and Basin Commission's own proce-

dures.” (https://law.justia.com/cases/federal/district-courts/FSupp/403/805/1560071/) Needless to 

say, the pipeline was built regardless of public opposition at that time. Interesting to note, some thirty 

years later and very much akin to de ja vu, the current situation with the PennEast Pipeline Project 

brings to light these very concerns once again.  

 

Moving ahead to November of 2017, Talen, which is the offshoot of Pennsylvania Power and Light, 

made the announcement that they were selling the Interstate Pipeline to Adelphia Gateway, LLC, a 

division of New Jersey Resources. Under the ownership of Adelphia Gateway, the pipeline would no 

longer fall under the jurisdiction of the Pennsylvania Utility Commission. The Adelphia Gateway 

Project officially hit the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission Docket in January of 2018 and an 

Environmental Assessment for the project is currently underway. New Jersey Resources Corporation 

is hopeful that construction can begin later this year with a targeted in-service date sometime in 2018, 

however opposition to this project is growing quickly. Several hundred individuals, townships 

(including Springfield Township *whose Intervener status was opposed by Adelphia*), counties, 

state agencies and even other energy companies have filed as 
(Continued on page 11) 

https://law.justia.com/cases/federal/district-courts/FSupp/403/805/1560071/
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Interveners on this project, with the energy company Exelon noting on the Adelphia docket back in 

February that, “At this stage, Exelon cannot determine whether Adelphia’s proposed references to 

their properties would be acceptable.” (https://elibrary.ferc.gov/idmws/file_list.asp?

accession_num=20180213-5226) 

 

Closer to home, on Rich Hill Road in West Rockhill, Bucks County, Adelphia’s newly proposed 

Quakertown Compressor Station will directly impact a community that has just recently become 

aware of the noxious facility planned for their neighborhood. The township solicitor’s recent com-

ments on the docket from July are very telling, with West Rockhill’s solicitor Mary Eberle elo-

quently conveying the facts as she knows them, “…the description of the project provided to the 

Township prior to its inception is completely at odds with the current reality of the situation, given 

the project calls for a 45-55 foot structure covering 8,000 to 10,000 square feet in order to house 

compressors that will run nonstop. The disparity in the description and the reality of the situation 

has resulted in the Township and its residents being completely unprepared for the magnitude and 

scope of this project. The entirety of this process has been replete with a lack of effective commu-

nication and disingenuous dialog on the part of Adelphia's representatives.”  (https://

elibrary.ferc.gov/idmws/file_list.asp?document_id=14684752)  

 

Furthermore, although numerous opportunities and requests have been presented to Adelphia re-

garding the public’s desire to meet with them, the company continues to render its communications 

through means of more private correspondences, primarily inclusive of emails, phone calls and pri-

vate meetings with elected officials, which only continues to magnify the public distrust and dis-

dain for this project.  

 

As a result of Adelphia’s statements that their “Open Season” received twice the interest they ex-

pected, and their proposal states their plan to increase the pressure in this aging pipeline, surely 

there is abundant cause for concern. The Pipeline Hazardous Materials Safety Administration is 

well aware of the risks, having updating their recommendations in the recent past to reflect the fact 

that uncoated bare steel pipelines are definitely a concern, noting that, “while many of these pipe-

lines have been taken out of service, some of these pipelines are still operating today. The age and 

lack of protective coating typically makes bare steel pipelines of higher risk as compared to some 

other pipelines and candidates for accelerated replacement programs.” 

(https://opsweb.phmsa.dot.gov/pipeline_replacement/)  

(Continued from page 10) 

(Continued on page 20) 

 

https://elibrary.ferc.gov/idmws/file_list.asp?document_id=14684752
https://elibrary.ferc.gov/idmws/file_list.asp?document_id=14684752
https://opsweb.phmsa.dot.gov/pipeline_replacement/
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The Cooks Creek Watershed Association, a 501(c)(3) non-profit environmental education and advocacy organi-

zation, promotes the protection and conservation of the resources of the Cooks Creek Watershed.  Our fiscal 

year runs from April 1 to March 31. 

 

The watershed is a 30-square-mile area in Bucks County, Pennsylvania, draining into the Delaware River and 

encompassing parts of the Springfield, Durham, Williams, Lower Saucon, Upper Saucon, Haycock, Richland 

and Nockamixon townships.   

 

The CCWA’s approximately 125 members are represented by a volunteer board of directors.  Meetings are 

held the fourth Thursday of the month at 7:30 p.m. We meet at the Springtown Volunteer Fire Company on 

Main Street in Springtown, PA, and meetings are open to the public.  

2017-2018 Officers and Board of Director 

14th Annual Watershed Green-Up Day – For the past decade and more, CCWA has coordinated a roadside 

litter pick up on the first weekend in April.  Participation was not stellar, but adequate with considerable 

help from the Boy Scouts, local EAC’s in Durham and Springfield, and our CCWA stalwarts.  We filled 

one of the two PennDOT dump trucks from our typical routes on 611, 212, 412 and a few local roads 

like Slifer Valley Rd, Funks Mill Rd, Durham Rd, Township Rd and Winding Rd.  The Springfield 

Township Police Department provided traffic control and the Springtown Volunteer Fire Company pro-

vided our base for operations.  As usual, our board provided a sumptuous lunch of homemade chili, 

cornbread and baked goodies.   

17th Annual Mini-monster Mayhem – This is the very first year that we were skunked.  No one showed up for 

our annual morning of learning, gummy worms and general mayhem on the Saturday before Father’s 

Day weekend.  Perhaps we need to take some time off from this activity and plan something new?   

 

 
(Continued on page 13) 
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Stop the Pipeline – This year we continued our fight against the PennEast pipeline proposed for Durham 

Township.  CCWA is an official intervenor in the process and continues to monitor the submissions 

to FERC and any public meetings pertaining to the proposed development.  Unfortunately, this year 

we saw the issuance of the Final Environmental Impact Statement, despite our best efforts to require a 

more complete analysis.  CCWA filed letters with the US Army Corps of Engineers and the Delaware 

River Basin Commission urging them to keep the ban on fracking in the Delaware basin in place, and 

to adopt strong regulations regarding any natural gas activities that occur in, or pass through the basin.  

For next year, we need to stay vigilant, since permits from regional, state and local authorities will be 

needed and we can comment in that process.  

Ordinances and Plans – From positions on local governing bodies (Durham EAC, Springfield EAC, Spring-

field Planning Commission, Springfield Open Space Committee), CCWA members continue to work 

advocating for changes in local policies toward more sustainable practices that will preserve and pro-

tect our beloved Cooks Creek.   

Habitat Restoration – The CCWA and Trout Unlimited teamed up to plant a riparian buffer strip along Sil-

ver Creek in Springtown.  The Springtown Fire Company gave us permission to plant the buffer strip 

in an attempt to stave off the severe erosion that has taken place in the stretch of the creek that runs 

along their parking lot.  This area has been on our radar as an important area for restoration.  Dozens 

of people came out to help with the effort, which involved planting hundreds of shrubs and wildflow-

ers.  It is hoped that this highly visible project will encourage other landowners to stop mowing to the 

edge, plant native species, and encourage development of shading to keep the creek water cool 

enough for trout. 

Educational Outreach - The CCWA was asked to bring its Mini Monster Mayhem class to Durham Elemen-

tary and to the Springfield EAC environmental workshop at the Springfield Rod and Gun Club this 

year.  Scott Douglas talked watersheds and water quality to all five grades at the elementary school and 

then played in the creek with the kids at the EAC workshop.  CCWA hosted a forest walk for the 

Walk in Penn’s Woods event sponsored by the PA Forestry Association, Penn State, PADCNR and 

others.  There was no community day in Springfield this year, but we did have a booth at Durham 

Day, where Lois Oleksa shared the secrets of making ink and dye from black walnuts.  For our annual 

dinner, Bruce Stutz shared his lifetime of insight into watersheds and water quality, focusing on the 

Delaware River and its tributaries.    

Stream Gauging and Monitoring – The CCWA was awarded a $39,000 Growing Greener grant from 

PADEP to refurbish the stream gages on the creek that monitor and record the flow in Springtown 

and Durham.  CCWA has partnered with Princeton Hydro of Ringos, NJ to do the work.  The pro-

ject will start in FY18. 

Durham Mill Tailrace Cleanup – Thanks to a mini-grant by the Lower Delaware Wild and Scenic Manage-

ment Council and the Delaware River Greenway Partnership, CCWA teamed up with the Durham 

Historical Society and the Boy Scouts of Troop 27 to clean the invasive plants, trash and debris in the 

Durham Mill Tailrace (behind the Durham Boat).  Funds were used to pay for a professional arborist 

(Charlie Orben) to remove the larger trees.   

Art for Preservation – The CCWA received a generous donation of $1500 from the Art for Preservation pro-

gram again this year.  We greatly appreciate the efforts of this organization to promote conservation in 

the Upper Bucks area.   

 

(Continued from page 12) 

 



PAGE 14  VOLUME 15, I SSUE 3 

Year End Financial Reports 

Submitted by: Aimee Douglas, CPA 

Cooks Creek Watershed Association 

Statement of Financial Position 

March 31, 2018     

Assets    $10,608 

Liabilities    $       -0- 

Unrestricted net assets       9,203 

Temporarily restricted net assets      1,405 

Total liabilities and net assets  $10,608 

»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»» 

Cooks Creek Watershed Association 

Statement of Activity 

For Year Ended March 31, 2018   

UNRESTRICTED NET ASSETS 

Total revenue and support   $  3,742 

Net assets released from restrictions          -0- 

        3,742 

Total expenses     (3,882) 

DECREASE IN NET ASSETS  $    139 

»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»» 

Cooks Creek Watershed Association 

Statement of Changes in Net Assets 

For Year Ended March 31, 2018   

 

     Temporarily   

   Unrestricted   Restricted       Total    

Balance March 31, 2017  $ 9,342        -0-    $  9,342 

Decrease in net assets        139          1,405          1,266               

Balance March 31, 2018  $ 9,203   $    1,405    $10,608 
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Native Plant Workshop 

 

 

Held July 21, 2018 with Maureen O’Brien and 

Jeff Heehs. 
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Back to the Past: SUBTERRANEAN NEWS. 

PA., August 10, 1880  By: C. Laubach 

A column highlighting the natural history of the Watershed. 

On Tuesday, the 3d inst., a party consisting of one preacher, three teachers and sever-

al geologists, visited the new tunnel.  This tunnel is situated on the main road leading 

from Riegelsville to Springtown, and is superintended by Mr. Edward Keeland, to 

whom the party is under obligations for information received, and assistance whilst 

traversing this important and interesting subterranean abode.  The main tunnel is 

over a mile and a quarter in continuous length, whilst the side tunnels, slopes, shutes 

and upper levels, including the old works, combined average about ten miles of tunnel-

ing.  The entrance to the tunnel is of an imposing appearance, and the tunnel is of suf-

ficient dimensions to admit a railroad and cars of a large size running upon it.  After 

the party had equipped themselves by putting on heavy coats and overcoats, and pro-

cured lights for the purpose of inspecting the underground works, they took their place 

on the open ore cars which were ready to enter the yawning abyss. The sudden change 

of temperature is very trying to those not accustomed to it; a change of thirty to forty 

degrees in less than a minute of time is quite a novelty to the average excursionists; a 

chilling sensation is the result and, if not warmly clad, the next thing will be a general 

shiver.  For a distance of 1300 yards the works are heavily timbered.  The timbering 

consists merely of heavy timbers extending the height of the excavation, one end being 

set into a step cut into the bottom to receive it, and the other bearing against a notched 

top-piece, whereon plank or lagging it is placed to support the hanging or crumbling 

top wall. The rest of the distance is through solid rock, no support being required.  

Without going into details in regard to the general character of the rock, and its metal-

liferous strata and depositions, we will merely give the dimensions of a few of the most 

important veins and ore bearing strata.  Within an area of one hundred and fifty yards 

by about one hundred, there occur not less than four deposits of ore, though doubtless 

some that appear to be such are but branches of a single deposit.  The first deposit ex-

amined occurs at the south-western part of the workings, and is one hundred yards in 

length by thirty feet in thickness.  The ore occurs in an exceedingly irregular deposit, 

the general strike of which is about north-east by south-west. At the south, at the junc-

tion of the ore and rock, it has been worked at a rising angle of about forty degrees. 

The ore is of good quality and magnetic.  The hanging wall is imperfectly schistose, the 

laminae being dark colored hornblende, feldspar, and light brown altered mica. Anoth-

er phenomenon to be seen in this workings is worthy of an allusion.  In many instances 

the inclined hanging wall is covered with parallel markings, or rather furrows, very 

much resembling striation on a large scale; these furrows each extending continuously 

along the whole visible course of the hanging wall, and having a gentle inclination to-

wards the north-east.  There are two methods employed in extracting or mining the 

ore.  One is called overhand, and the other underhand “stoping.” The difference be-

( Continued to page 17) 
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tween them is, that in the former the ore is removed from below upwards, while in 

the other method it is removed from above downward.  The latter method is usually 

adopted, as it is the most economical.  The lean ore and rubbish is piled upon the 

timbers put in to support the walls, thus forming what are termed “stulls.” In these 

piles of rubbish, openings called “mills,” “passes” or “shoots” are left, through which 

the ore may be thrown down into the car on the level or gallery below.  In a great 

many instances the deposits are so wide and so pure that great difficulty exists in 

getting rubbish enough to create these “passes” or “shoots”;  hence in some instanc-

es a great amount of “stoping” surface must be left exposed. The party having spent 

upwards of three hours in the mine and becoming wearied from constant climbing 

up and down the slopes, retraced their steps to the light of day. 

 

Transcribed and may contain errors due to transcription into digital format. 

( Continued from page 16) 

Current Interesting Info… 

 

 

Lary’s Run is overflowing from the 

great  rains of August 11th and 

stranding cars on the Durham 

Bridge over Cooks Creek.  Where 

is the Durham boat? 

Oleksa’s garden, goat and hay fields are 

flooded by Lary’s Run, a tributary of 

Cooks Creek in Durham.  The main 

stem of Cooks Creek did not flood! 
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Losses, A Personal Story, 
Hopefully Not Again 

Down a fencerow 

of briars and wild raspberries 

across the field 

and soggy parts of a meadow 

into a hidden glade 

along a trickle of a stream 

under a small 

grove of trees 

was the place 

we found 

 

It was not far 

from civilization 

or reality 

but far enough 

for imaginations to thrive 

and mysteries to bloom 

along with the spring beauties 

ferns, and wild violets 

scattered at our feet 

here we made 

our hideout 

 

With a pile of leaves 

a fortress of stones 

some well placed 

sticks 

and hidden artifacts, 

perhaps some paper 

and a pencil 

we cleared a spot 

an oasis from 

the outside world 

that we called 

our hut 

 

From here we 

viewed the world anew 

collected tadpoles 

and wildflowers 

filled our days 

with mysteries 

and what ifs 

we learned 

to look for illusive  

deer and dragonflies,  

listen to the cooing of doves 

the hooting of owls 

make dandelion chains, 

suck the 

sweetness from 

honeysuckle 

and clover. 

 

Part #2 

Not quiet overnight 

ten turned to twelve 

and older yet 

childhood and 

secret places were 

not needed anymore 

or so it seemed 

all was well  

until they came 

with machines 

dozers and cranes 

wires and steel 

an electric  

transmission 

line towered 

over our abandoned hut 

obstructing the view. 

 

I tried to ignore 

the facts 

and look 

out different windows 

I moved away 

the loss 

didn’t seem  

to matter as much 

there were still trees 

and mountains 

in the distance 

the power line 

was necessary 

or so we thought 

( Continued to page 19) 



PAGE 19  VOLUME 15, I SSUE 3 

Part #3 

Until today, 

the news is 

the machines 

are coming again 

they are louder 

this time 

howling right outside 

next to our homes  

in our neighborhoods 

shattering trees 

and felling all that 

obstructs their path 

roaring over rivers 

crashing through 

tranquil farms 

plowing through 

the serenity 

of preserved pastures 

with force and righteousness 

necessary, they say 

 

The pipelines 

being built 

today 

will be buried deep 

but their scars 

remain visible, 

how many peaceful 

hideouts 

how many precious 

natural habitats 

how many nests 

and holes 

will be buried 

in this, the last blast 

of our carbon fueled 

obsession? 

 

So we hang  

the signs 

as we hang our heads 

Save Our Land 

Save Our Water 

and reflect 

on all we have 

learned 

and lost in this learning 

places of 

quiet and 

natural beauty 

places lost to our 

hunger for power and energy 

energy that threatens 

to destroy it all 

and not just  

the serenity of secret places  
   
 Debra Orben  
 March 21, 2018 

 

 

 

( Continued from page 20) 
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Anomalies in the Interstate line (within Cooks Creek Watershed) have been discovered in the past 

several years which have resulted in repairs to the line. If any construction or incident would occur as 

a result of this pipeline’s proposed expansion and increase in pressure, Cooks Creek Watershed 

would suffer an immeasurable negative impact which would affect the quality of life in the watershed 

for generations to come. Is that a risk our community is willing to take? As someone who lives in the 

impact zone of this pipeline, I’m not.  

Bucks County Pipeline mapping system is now online. Take a look and follow the Adelphia Gate-

way pipeline across our Watershed and beyond. 

https://bucksgis.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=cb6ec9dee3c244fbaf1

3ce3285b183d9 

For more information on how to get involved, contact Arianne at BucksCCAP@gmail.com. 

SOURCES: 
http://www.mcall.com/business/mc-biz-talen-energy-natural-gas-20171102-story.html 

https://www.lehighvalleylive.com/allenthttp://www.mcall.com/business/mc-biz-talen-energy-natural-gas-20171102-
story.htmlown/index.ssf/2016/06/talen_energy_once_part_of_ppl.html 

https://adelphiagateway.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/02/AG_FAQ_19.pdf 

https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2018/05/08/2018-09719/adelphia-gateway-llc-notice-of-intent-to-prepare-an-
environmental-assessment-for-the-proposed 

https://elibrary.ferc.gov/idmws/file_list.asp?accession_num=20180213-5226 

https://elibrary.ferc.gov/idmws/file_list.asp?accession_num=20180702-5195 

https://elibrary.ferc.gov/idmws/file_list.asp?document_id=14684752 

(Continued from page 11) 

 

 “Walk in Penn’s Woods” 

Sunday, October 7, 1 to 4 PM 

  Located at Mariton Wildlife Sanctuary, 240 Sunnyside Road, Easton, PA 18042  

Guided tour walk through Mariton and its forested slopes and meadows; maintained by Tim Burris, 
Preserve Manager of the Natural Lands. Mariton is perched on the steep slopes of Bougher Hill 
overlooking the scenic Delaware River. A highlight of the preserve’s trail system is the River Look-
out Trail, with an overlook of both the Delaware Canal and the Delaware River 300 feet below.  

Sponsored by CCWA and others.www.walkinpennswoods.org 

https://bucksgis.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=cb6ec9dee3c244fbaf13ce3285b183d9
https://bucksgis.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=cb6ec9dee3c244fbaf13ce3285b183d9
http://www.mcall.com/business/mc-biz-talen-energy-natural-gas-20171102-story.html
https://www.lehighvalleylive.com/allenthttp:/www.mcall.com/business/mc-biz-talen-energy-natural-gas-20171102-story.htmlown/index.ssf/2016/06/talen_energy_once_part_of_ppl.html
https://www.lehighvalleylive.com/allenthttp:/www.mcall.com/business/mc-biz-talen-energy-natural-gas-20171102-story.htmlown/index.ssf/2016/06/talen_energy_once_part_of_ppl.html
https://adelphiagateway.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/02/AG_FAQ_19.pdf
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2018/05/08/2018-09719/adelphia-gateway-llc-notice-of-intent-to-prepare-an-environmental-assessment-for-the-proposed
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2018/05/08/2018-09719/adelphia-gateway-llc-notice-of-intent-to-prepare-an-environmental-assessment-for-the-proposed
https://elibrary.ferc.gov/idmws/file_list.asp?accession_num=20180213-5226
https://elibrary.ferc.gov/idmws/file_list.asp?accession_num=20180702-5195
https://elibrary.ferc.gov/idmws/file_list.asp?document_id=14684752


Durham Township Recycling Center 
 
Location: Municipal Building, 215 Old Furnace Rd, Durham 

1st Saturday of every month ( 2nd Saturday if 1st Saturday is on a holi-
day weekend) 

Hours: 8:00AM – 12:00 noon, 1:00PM-4:00PM, (call ahead) 

Accepting newspapers, magazines, junk mail, phone books, glass, tin, 
plastic, aluminum and cardboard, and CFL bulbs, rechargeable batteries 
(during office hours). 

Please note that this facility is available to all, not just Durham Town-
ship residents! 

Contact Dani McClanahan at the township building for more  info. 610-
346-8911 

Springfield Township 

Location: Township Building, 2320 Township Road 

Paper Recycling Bin Available at Township Building. 

 A Recycling bin was recently placed here and is available to anyone.  
Cut down on trash and help the township earn extra money.  You can 
drop off: Magazines, Shopping Catalogs, Phone Books, Newspapers, 
Office and School Papers, Mail. 

Please do NOT include: Plastic, glass, metal, trash 

Hours: Anytime ; See website: www.springfieldbucks.org  

or call  610-346-6700. 

Blinderman & Son 

Location: 1320 Whitaker St, Hellertown. 610-838-9221 

Hours:  
7:30AM – 4:00 PM,  Monday – Friday  

7:30 AM – 11:30AM,   Saturday 

Accepting cardboard and most metals. 

City of Bethlehem Theis/Cornfeld Recycling Center 
Web site: www.bethlehem-
pa.gov/recycle/services/theis_cornfeld.htm 

Location: 635 Illick’s Mill Rd, Bethlehem  

Phone: 610-865-7082 Hours:Weekdays: 9AM to 5 PM,  
Saturday  9 AM to 4 PM,  Sunday 11AM to 4 PM 

Accepting glass, cans, plastics, newspapers, all books, 
magazines, catalogs, cardboard, mixed office paper, met-
als, textiles (clothing, shoes, etc.), large appliances 
(certified freon-free). Call or go to the web site for specif-
ics. 

Bonus!! They provide FREE on site shredding services for 
businesses and private individuals. If you have 4 or more 
boxes, call 610-865-7082 to schedule an appointment. 

Recycle!  Local Recycling  

Information 

Schedules of Local  

Government Meetings 
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Springfield Township:  

www.springfieldbucks.org 
610-346-6700 

2320 Township Road 
 

Supervisors: 2nd Tuesday @ 7:30 PM 
Planning Commission: 1st Wed. @ 7 PM 

Supervisors/Planning Commission  
Work Session: 3rd Thurs. @ 7 PM 

Environmental Advisory Council:   
2nd Thurs. @ 7:30 PM 

Open Space Committee: 
1st Tuesday @7:30PM 
Historic Commission:  

3rd Tuesday @ 7:30 PM 
 

Durham Township:  
www.durhamtownship.org 

610-346-8911 
215 Old Furnace Road 

 
Supervisors: 2nd Tuesday @ 7:30 PM 

Planning Commission:  
1st Tues. @ 7:30 PM 

EAC: 3rd Tues. @ 7:30 PM 
 
 

Lower Saucon: 
www.lowersaucontownship.org 

610-865-3291 
3700 Old Philadelphia Pike 

Council: 1st and 3rd Wed. @ 7 PM 
Planning Commission:  

3rd Thurs. @ 7 PM 
EAC: 1st Tues. @ 7 PM 

 
Williams Township:  
www.williamstwp.org  

610-258-6060 
655 Cider Press Road 

 
Supervisors: 2nd Wed. @ 7 PM 

Planning Commission: 3rd Wed. @ 7 PM 
Land Preservation Board:  

3rd Mon. @ 7 PM 
 

Richland Township: 
www.richlandtownship.org 

215-536-4066 
1328 California Road 

 
Supervisors: 2nd and 4th Mon. @ 7 PM 

   Planning Commission: 3rd Tues. @ 7 PM 
Preservation Board: 2nd Thurs. @ 7 PM 
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If you hold precious the beauty that surrounds us in the Cooks Creek Watershed area and would like to be actively involved in its preserva-
tion, then consider joining our association as a member.   Reach out to your community!  We would love to hear from you! Please drop us 

a line at info@cookscreekpa.org   

CCWA is a 501 ( c ) (3) non-profit organization.   

Cooks Creek Watershed Association 
P.O. Box 45 

Springtown, PA  18081 

www.cookscreekpa.org 

Please Join Us… Cooks Creek Watershed Association-Membership Form  

All of us who reside in 

the area enjoy the beau-

ty of Cooks Creek.  

Those of us who are for-

tunate enough to live 

here are dependent up-

on this watershed not 

only for the beauty of 

the creek but our wells, 

the wetlands, the wild-

flowers and all of the 

beautiful landscapes in 

our townships.  

 It’s up to all of us to 

protect this treasure. 

The Cooks Creek Water-

shed Association asks 

that you become a mem-

ber and help in the task 

of protecting this special 

resource. 

Name:  ___________________________________________________________________ 

Other household members: _______________________________________________ 

Address:  _________________________________________________________________ 

Phone: ______________________ E-mail: _____________________________________ 

Interests: (circle) 

Newsletter Website  Roadside Cleanup  Event Planning 

Membership Fundraising Stream Studies      Wherever I’m Needed 

Individual Membership Fee:     $ 15.00 per year            _____________  

Family Membership Fee:        $ 25.00  per year            _____________ 

Student Membership Fee:  $ 10.00  per year _____________ 

Donation: to legal defense fund:    _____________ 

Total:                                                

I wish my membership and donation to remain anonymous in our board minutes. Check box. 

Please detach and mail to Cooks Creek Watershed Association, (CCWA)  

 P.O. Box 45, Springtown, PA  18081.     THANK YOU ! 

Checks can be made payable to Cooks Creek Watershed Association. 

CCWA is a 501 ( c ) (3) non-profit organization.  

 

Find us on Facebook 

 


