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Special Events 
 

In Memory of 
Hans O. Reimann, 
Jr.  (1953 – 2017) 

Hans became a member 
of the Cooks Creek Wa-
tershed Association in the 
1990’s and a Board mem-
ber since 2000.  He had 
been our Vice President 
since 2006.   

Throughout his tenure, 
Hans was an active and 
present voice for protec-
tion of forested lands, 
open space and riparian 
spaces.  His home on 
Springtown Hill Road, 
Laughing Springs, was a 
testimony to good stew-
ardship of the land.  Hans 
took great pains to eradi-
cate invasive species, 
protect stream buffers and 
nurture native plants. 
 Several rare and endan-
gered species make their 
homes there.  The four-
teen acre parcel, a former 
Scout Camp and later Bi-
ble Camp, was recently 
preserved from develop-
ment by Springfield 
Township.  Our native 
plant workshops and nu-
merous annual meetings 
for the CCWA were held 
in the old dining hall at 
Laughing Springs. 

Hans was a tireless envi-
ronmental crusader, vol-
unteer and community 
leader.  He served on the 
Open Space Committee 
and Environmental Advi-
sory Council for Spring-
field Township, and had 
recently thrown his hat 
into the ring for Supervi-
sor.  His fingerprints can 
be found on numerous 
planning documents in-
cluding the Springtown 
Village Study, Spring-
field Comprehensive 
Plan, Springfield Open 
Space Plan, Springfield 
Park and Recreation Plan, 
Springtown Sourcewater 
Protection Plan, and 
Cooks Creek Watershed 

Protection Plan.  Hans 
dedicated many hours to 
preserving our Township 
and nearby natural areas. 
 He worked hard to stop 
the overpumping of water 
from the Delaware River, 
to stop the senseless de-
struction of the Tohickon 
creek by the PPL power-
line and substation, and 
most recently he marched 
against the PennEast 
pipeline.  He advocated 
for sustainable develop-
ment, viewshed protec-
tion, rails to trails, and 
Scenic Byway designa-
tion.   He served as the 
CCWA delegate to the 
Lehigh River Watershed  

Hans holding a seine net and working with children 

(Continued to page 2) 

Sept. 23, Kirkland Farm Event                  

Oct. 1, “Walk in Penn’s Woods” @ Fuller                
Preserve 

Oct. 7, Fall Dinner 

Oct. 14, Durham Community Day 

Nov 11, Fall Clean-Up 
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Coalition and was recently appointed to the advisory board for the Delaware Rver Wild and Scenic pro-
gram.   

Hans educated and inspired many, but was partic-
ularly interested in helping young people find a 
way to preserve, protect and understand nature. 
 He loved to show people the little wonders all 
around us from benthic invertebrates at Mini 
Monster Mayhem to ferns and sedges in the 
woods.  He helped several young men in the 
Scouting program complete their Eagle ranks by 
advising and working with them on their projects. 
 In recent years he helped folks understand how 
to improve their property for the benefit of birds 
through his advocacy of Audubon’s Bird Town 
and the National Wildlife Federation’s Backyard 
Habitat programs.  Right up to his death he was 
working to fund a riparian restoration project at 
the Springtown firehouse.  This project may yet 
happen. 

For those of us who knew and worked with Hans, he could be difficult at times, but no one ever doubted his 
heartfelt dedication to what he felt was right.  To Hans every natural area was a treasure to be nurtured and 
protected.  To that end he was always available to survey a property, pull invasive weeds, plant native seed-
lings, or restore a stone wall.  He could relax in nature too, frequently “camping out” on the hill overlook-
ing Laughing Springs with his wife, family and select friends.  And whoa to anyone who crossed swords 
with him over protection of the natural world whether at a Township meeting, on the street, or across the 
way.  Hans knew his rights and staunchly defended the rights of wildlife.   

The CCWA will be working with the 
Springfield Township Open Space Com-
mittee, Parks and Recreation Board and 
Environmental Advisory Council on the 
development of a memorial bench and 
garden at Peppermint Park.  Those who 
wish to help should drop us a line at in-
fo@cookscreekpa.org.  Follow our up-
dates on Facebook.   

 

 

(Continues from page 1) 

Donations to the Hans Reimann 
memorial fund can be made with 
the enclosed membership form. 

mailto:info@cookscreekpa.org
mailto:info@cookscreekpa.org
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Waterfall 
By: Lisa A. Mitchell 

A Tribute to Hans Reimann 

The river flows 

through the mountains 

trickling down 

down 

through the mountains 

in little streams 

and big streams 

dripping and gurgling 

down from the mountaintops 

rising and sinking 

sinking and rising 

the river flows 

through the mountains 

day by day 

year by year 

flowing 

from sunrise to sunset 

sunset to sunrise 

it flows 

and trickles 

and drips 

all year round 

from season to season 

carving away at the mountains 

and throughout the Earth 

 

 

 

 



A Report on the Pennsylvania Forest Landowners Conference – Part 2  
By: Jeff Heehs 
 
From their Conference website, event description:  Biennial Forest Landowners Conference, 
the region’s foremost gathering of woodland owners, forest practitioners, and others inter-
ested in woodlands and the wildlife that use them. Nearly 740,000 owners care for Pennsyl-
vania’s 11.5 million acres of privately-owned woods. Our goal is to equip a growing number 
of woodland owners with educational and networking opportunities to ensure continued 
benefits to and from these resources. http://www.cvent.com/events/2017-forest-landowners-conference/
event-summary 

 
This continues a write-up begun in the Spring 2017 issue of Cooks Current, reporting on the third Pennsylvania Forest 
Landowners Conference which the writer attended in Altoona on March 24 and 25. Under the title theme Enriching 
Woodland Values, 600 conference attendees took in nearly 100 separate workshops, exhibits, and keynote presenta-
tions on private land forestry. The biennial conference is organized by the Center for Private Forests at Penn State.  
 
DCNR Service Forester David Cole presented on Forest Pests, a scary topic for forest landowners in our area. 
The most serious challenges are posed by non-native pests invading native trees having limited evolved defenses 
to them. In Pennsylvania the most threatened tree species are ash, hemlock, beech, walnut, and cherry. All but 
hemlock are common in our local Bucks County woods. 
 
It is expected that the emerald ash borer will eventually clear Pennsylvania forests entirely of the noble ash. While 
there have been infestations reported in Bucks County, at this time I have yet to see any in our woods. As the ash trees 
fall to these pests they tend to be replaced by non-native, invasive understory. 
 
A newer threat that bears watching for is the thousand canker disease in black walnut, caused by the Walnut Twig 
Beetle which infects hosts with the fungus Geosmithia morbida. The combination of boring insects and fungal cankers 
kills affected trees within 10 years. Black walnut is a significant presence in our woodlot and of high value as a hard-
wood. 
 
Another recently observed pest is spotted wing drosophila that infests berries. Agricultural berries yielding in later 
summer and fall are most affected, like blackberries, blueberries, and fall raspberries. Other fruiting trees can also be 
infested, which can impact wildlife dependent on tree fruit, as well as tree regeneration rates. The insects can produce 
several generations in a growing season but die back significantly every winter, so early season berries like strawber-
ries are less impacted. 
 
Mr. Cole explained that tree diseases are associated with levels of stress, when trees weakened by environmental fac-
tors like late frosts, very wet soil conditions, or drought are made more vulnerable to native and invasive pests. On our 
woodlot we are losing ash trees to so-called ash yellows or ash decline. Possibly our more stressed ash trees succumb 
to microbial or insect infestations they would normally be able to resist. We see patterns of native ash borer species 
(such as redheaded ash borer, banded ash borer, or eastern ash bark beetle) under the bark of fallen trees that would 
probably not be lethal to healthier trees. 
 
The remedy for losing trees to pests and stress-related decline is to cultivate healthy, resilient forests. Mr. Cole sug-
gested: watch for problems, minimize controllable tree stressors, encourage native tree diversity, protect and advance 
seedling regeneration, and support rigorous growth of established saplings. Other defenses: control competing vegeta-
tion - especially invasives - salvage cutting of infested areas, and reduce female deer populations. 
 
On the topic Climate Change and Pennsylvania’s Forests, Marc McDill, PhD, Associate Professor of Forest Manage-
ment at Penn State, gave a sobering and fact-based discussion of the challenges we face. Agreeing with practically all 
scientists worldwide and vast streams of incontrovertible data, he asserted that climate change is definitely happening, 
accelerating, and is clearly caused by human activity, in particular the emission of CO2 and methane into the atmos-
phere. He reeled off a list of now-familiar data points we hear more and more often that support these conclusions. 
 
We are fortunate that Pennsylvania isn’t facing immediate or longer term impacts of climate change severe enough to 
threaten continued human activity. We will be far less impacted than parts of Africa, South Asia, 
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and the Middle East that will gradually and irreversibly become too hot and dry for human habitation. Closer by, Jer-
sey Shore barrier islands and estuaries will see ocean flooding of relentlessly increasing frequency in coming decades. 
From Cape May to the Meadowlands the prospects are grim. 
 
Dr. McDill said the Northeast U.S. can expect migration of plant and animal species to the north and to higher eleva-
tions. This is already happening. We can expect more precipitation and higher temperatures. Rain events will be more 
intense. Precipitation increase will largely be in winter, mostly as rainfall, and some summer drought. Agriculture will 
be able to continue here with appropriate adaption. The growing season could increase by 4-6 weeks over this century. 
So far, in Pennsylvania forests, climate impact has been negligible. Some species like birch and aspen will extirpate 
over time while others will gain, such as hickory and oak. Tree growth rates may increase. 
 
The professor’s conclusions: adaptation to changes in climate will be necessary and unavoidable, everywhere. The 
critical variable will be the extent and earnestness of our response. Human adaptation to climate change can be either 
reactive, i.e. wait and see, or proactive. Reducing or reversing the increase of carbon emissions is eminently possible 
and the viability of non-carbon energy alternatives is encouraging. The fossil fuel industry’s invested infrastructure 
and asset value of fuel reserves are impediments to serious measures needed to minimize inevitable, negative climate 
impacts on life and society. 
 
The workshop on Regenerating Hardwood Forests was presented by David Jackson, Penn State Extension Educator. 
The subtitle gave the main points of his talk: Managing Competition, Deer and Light. As we learned in earlier presen-
tations and discussed in Part 1 of this article, there is a very uniform age range of trees across Pennsylvania woods av-
eraging 80-100 years. Managed regeneration of trees and woods is critical to future forest vitality and value. Accord-
ing to Susan Stoudt of the USDA Forest Service, “The predominant challenge for sustainable forestry in Pennsylvania 
is prompt reforestation with desirable species.” Left unmanaged, forest regeneration can easily fail.   
 
Natural forest regeneration is activated by spontaneous or planned openings in forest canopy allowing new seedlings 
to become established and develop. This process can be disrupted by invasive species out-competing the native trees. 
Lack of sunlight can result as shade tolerant invasives cover the ground, often leafing out earlier than natives in the 
spring, inhibiting seedling germination. Many native seedlings that manage to come up are preferred forage for deer, 
which pass on non-native invasive plants. The impact of deer over browse is dramatic, and many residents may be un-
familiar with how the woods look free of excessive deer activity. This would likely be the case throughout upper 
Bucks County. 
 
We are watching and learning about the natural germination of native trees in our woodlot. A proactive approach 
we’re taking is to obtain and plant native seedlings ourselves, providing deer protection with tree tubes and stakes. 
Tubes also make the new trees easy to find and keep clear from overpowering invasives surrounding them while they 
get established. Native seedlings for trees and shrubs are available at very low cost from state-run nurseries in Pennsyl-
vania and Maryland. Our 150-odd seedlings and tree tubes, to date, are an investment we’re making to restore our 
woods for the future. 
 
The workshop “Invasive Species Management: Picking Battles Large Enough to Matter and Small Enough to Win” 
was presented by Norris Muth, Associate Professor of Biology at Juniata College. (This same presentation is available 
as a webinar on the Penn State Ag Sciences website. Google “Norris Muth Extension”). I would say this topic was a 
main driver for me to attend the forestry conference.  When we acquired our 10-acre property, invasive plants were 
rampant, in some areas totally dominant, seemingly uncontrollable. Our roll call of undesirables will be familiar to 
anyone living nearby: multiflora rose, exotic bush and vine honeysuckle, stilt grass, autumn olive, garlic mustard, the 
list goes on. The key takeaways from this presentation were: you can’t eradicate all invasives, it’s useless to try. En-
deavor to prevent and minimize them where they haven’t gotten established. Targeted eradication requires focus and 
persistence. 
 
Professor Muth suggests the key to effective invasive plant management is working within planned, longer-term objec-
tives for your woodland with defined outcomes (independent of invasives control). Then plan a framework for inva-
sive mitigation supporting those goals; reduce impacts on and monitor progress toward these desired outcomes. On our 
woodlot we identify areas to reclaim where we see positive uses, a few hundred square feet at a 

(Continued on page 9) 

(Continued from page 4) 
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Children’s Backyard: Infusion 

By: David and Lois Oleksa 

 

Many people enjoy drinking a cup of tea or coffee; 
on a hot summer day, a tall glass of lemonade really 
is refreshing. Over the past few years, you’ve proba-
bly seen a lot of people buying and drinking fla-
vored water. All these beverages have one thing in 
common – they all are products of a process called 
infusion. Infusion is simply a method of removing 
the chemicals giving herbs, fruits, vegetables and 
other plants their flavors and transferring them to a 
liquid where they are absorbed. Some of the original 
flavor gives the receiving liquid a new taste. 

The easiest way to bring about infusion is to simply 
place the plants, herbs or fruits in the liquid for a 
period of time. This is called “steeping”. A good 
example of this is shown in making a cup of tea. 
Hot water is poured into a cup and a tea bag is 
placed in the water. After a few minutes, you will 
see that the water has changed color and a fragrance 
can be smelled. What really happened was that the 
flavor from the dried tea leaves in the bag was trans-
ferred into the hot water, providing you with a cup 
of tea. The tea leaves actually come from a plant 
that is grown in India and China. Some people pre-
fer “herbal tea”. Herbal tea is made the same way 
but instead of tea leaves being steeped, dried herbs 
such as chamomile or mint are infused into the hot 
water. 

Cold infusions can be done as well. All you have to 
do is add fruits or vegetables and herbs to cold wa-
ter and let it stand for a while. Some examples that 
most people find quite tasty are: 1) cucumber + lime 
+ strawberry + mint, 2)  lemon + raspberry + rose-
mary, 3) orange + blueberry + basil. There are many 
other combinations that make refreshing drinks that 
are less expensive than sugary sodas and are much 
better for you. 

Water is not the only liquid that can be infused. In 
many up-scale grocery stores you can find flavored 
oils and vinegars. Chili oil or garlic oil is simply oil 
(usually olive or canola oil) that has been infused 
with chili peppers or garlic. Flavored vinegars like 
tarragon vinegar or basil vinegar are made by infus-
ing white vinegar with the chosen herb. 

Children’s Backyard Activity: Making 
Fruit Infused Water 

 

Start out with some fresh unbruised fruit and slice it 
thinly or cut it into small cubes. Place it into a clean 
bottle and fill the bottle with cold water. Slicing the 
fruit or dicing it allows the flavors to infuse more 
quickly. Allow the fruit 
to stay in the bottle no 
more than 4 hours, and 
then remove it. The in-
fused water should be 
placed and stored in the 
refrigerator for up to 3 
days.  Some people like 
to speed up this process. 
By poking holes in the 
fruit with a fork before 
putting it into the water 
and by scrunching up 
the herbs, you allow the 
flavors to pass into the 
water more quickly. 

There are several mod-
els of portable water 
bottles on the market 
that have special perfo-
rated inserted sleeves. 
You put your fruit and herbs into the sleeve and in-
fusion takes place as you walk around with your 
bottle. Just remember to remove any fruit or vegeta-
ble matter after 4 hours because after that time the 
fruit, vegetable and/or herbs start to decompose, and 
you wouldn’t want to drink that water. 
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Botanical Focus: Sassafras (Sassafras albidum) 

This is the 4th installment in a series of articles on the flora of the Cooks Creek 
Watershed. 

By: David Oleksa 

The sassafras tree is common here in our watershed even though we are close to 
the most northern part of its range. Back in the days of the Durham Furnace op-
eration, thousands of acres of trees (most of our watershed area) were cut down 
to make charcoal, an integral component of the iron making process in those 
days. Farmers took advantage of the cleared areas to plant their crops as the area 
turned into an agricultural base. Although we still have quite a bit of farmland 
here in the watershed, many fields have been abandoned and allowed to become 
reforested. This is where the sassafras story begins; since the sassafras is one of 
the first trees to pioneer recently abandoned fields.  

Sassafras depends on birds, water, and small mammals to disseminate its seeds, and this is how the tree 
makes its entrance into the abandoned areas. Once the tree establishes itself, it propagates quickly 
through vegetative reproduction. In other words, it depends on saplings growing out of its root stock. 
This is why the tree often develops thickets which are prized by birds and animals as shelter. As you can 
imagine, the roots of the sassafras lie close to the surface of the soil and spread rapidly (29 inches per 
year) in a lateral manner. The development of the suckers that lead to the establishment of thickets has 
another important role. Each sucker develops its own root system, incorporating and augmenting the 
parent tree’s root, and spreading widely, allowing this new system and the parent to make efficient use 
of nutrients and letting the trees display their adaptability to a wide range of soils. 

Sassafras is a medium sized tree with only a few giant specimens approaching 100 feet in height in ideal 
sites. In poorer soils and in the extreme northern part of their range, the trees seldom grow higher than 
30 feet with trunks measuring about 8 inches in diameter. The tree is generally easy to identify. The 
leaves may be oval shaped on older branches and distinctively “mitten shaped” or “3 lobed” on younger 
branches. Occasionally, all three shapes may be found on a single branch. 

The bark, leaves and twigs are all used by wildlife as an important food. Sassafras also provides wood 
and bark for a number of commercial uses. A very popular tea was brewed from the bark of the roots 
and the leaves were used to thicken soups. The wood (which is of a lovely orange hue) was used for 
making barrels and buckets, posts for fencing and furniture. Oil from the tree is aromatic and was used 
to perfume soap. 

Another use which excites environmentalists is the tree’s ability to restore depleted soil in old fields. In 
a relatively short time, a grove of sassafras trees can rejuvenate a field’s viability without the use of 
chemicals or dangerous additives. 

Native Americans used sassafras for centuries and up to rather recently, sassafras was used as a flavor-
ing for root beer. Unfortunately, the FDA has banned its use in the United States as an additive for food 
and beverages because the agency feels that it may be carcinogenic. However, its use and sale persists in 
the U.S. and it is widely used in other parts of the world.  For a variety of reasons we are fortunate to 
have this historic, useful and interesting tree in our watershed. 

Sassafras from Wikipedia 
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Creature Feature: Interstices 

In honor of Hans Reimann 

By: W. Scott Douglas 

This is the 41st installment of a series of arti-

cles on the fauna of the Cooks Creek.  

 Probably the most recognized natural feature of a 
stream ecosystem is the substrate that makes up the 
waterway’s bottom.  This material, from exposed 
bedrock slabs to the finest silts and clays, forms the 
structure over which the water flows and dictates 
whether the waterway is a babbling brook or a roar-
ing torrent.  It is also the structure that provides the 
habitat for all the aquatic life there.  The life takes 
many forms; from microscopic plants and animals 
to insect larvae and fish.  While the type of geology 
may to some extent dictate the water chemistry and 
the flow regime, it is the location, size and number 
of spaces between the rocks that largely dictates the 
life that we find.  How much space and the violence 
or quietude of the water that flows through that 
space determines the characteristics best suited to 
survival.   

Aquatic life has adapted in  myriad ways to the con-
ditions found in the interstices (spaces).  Most of the 
plant life in a stream is in the form of single celled 
plants or simple algae that, combined with tiny zoo-
plankton, detritus, and silt particles, make a slimy 
layer known by the German word, aufwuchs.  Many 
of the smaller insects either consume aufwuchs di-
rectly or use it in some form as shelter.  Larger in-
sects, like mayflies and stoneflies, are dorso-
ventrally flattened to allow them to cling closely to 
the rocks and allow the water to pass over their bod-
ies.  Others, like caddisflies, use the rocks and 
aufwuchs to build portable cases that protect them 
from predators.  Blackfly larvae cling to the rocks 
using rings of crocheted hooks and filter tiny parti-
cles from the water with fanlike appendages. 
 Cranefly larvae blindly creep between the rocks 
and eat whatever they come across that fits in their 
mouths.  Crayfish prowl the larger spaces, and per-
form feats of engineering to increase the size and 
connections between the rocks.  Fish take advantage 
of eddies formed by the rocks to rest and set ambush 
for drifting prey.   

 

 

Observing aquatic creatures is often a matter of 
carefully removing and turning over rocks to exam-
ine what is living in the spaces below or what is 
clinging to the undersides.  Hans reveled in the de-
light of children when he showed them what was 
living on the rocks.  They would point and grin as 
the mayflies and stoneflies scurried to get out of the 
light and squinted to see the caddisflies as they 
crawled back into their cases to hide.  Hans would 
point out water pennies and jellylike egg masses and 
then encourage the kids to find their own surprises 

on the rocks.  Always, he reminded them to return 
the rocks carefully to the stream bottom so that the 
tiny denizens would be able to continue their secret 
lives.   

If you wish to see just some of the great variety of 
life that relies on Cooks Creek, just visit any stream 
bank and gently turn over some rocks.  Look both at 
the underside of the rock and the spaces uncovered. 
 A magnifying glass is helpful, but not necessary. 
 You need not worry about the creatures you find, 
there are none that sting or bite.  If you want to see 
more, use a seine net (two sticks joined by a length 
of window screen) to capture the material washed 
downstream as you rigorously disturb an area of 
stream bottom upstream of your carefully positioned 
net.  Put the collected material into a white wash 
basin with a few inches of stream water.  You will 
be amazed at what you’ll find.   

Hans turning over rocks in the stream 



(Continued from page 5, Pennsylvania Forest Landowners Conference) 
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time. There we focus work over several years to cut back, replace, and suppress invasives with consistent effort, 
lending advantage to help establish native plants and overcome exotics’ foothold. 
 
Two lead strategies we try to follow are: 1) focus efforts first on areas least impacted to stabilize and stay ahead of 
invasive penetration, 2) don’t begin clearing invasives unless you’re prepared to replace them immediately with na-
tive plantings. 
 
So far in our little woods we’re resorting only to what the experts euphemistically call “mechanical” means of inva-
sives control, otherwise known as cutting, slashing, whacking, and pulling. We’re reluctant to embrace so-called 
“chemical” means of control. We have much yet to review and learn as to the collateral damage herbicides would 
impose on the plants we hope to keep growing next to those we wish to remove. Controversy hovers over competing 
claims around long-term human health effects of branded poisons and the motivations of what some consider odious 
transnational agrichemical conglomerates. At some point we may have to alter our attitudes toward herbicides in or-
der to hold ground in what now seems like a losing battle with, for instance, Japanese stiltgrass on our property. Still 
we remain less dismissive than some (like chemical vendors) of the negative impacts herbicides must have. Poison is 
poison. If we were managing 8,000 acres of woods instead of seven maybe we would see it differently.  
 
Time and space won’t permit me to discuss at length the engrossing presentations I also attended on topics like mak-
ing charcoal, trees for bird and wildlife habitat, and an awesome field trip to watch Penn State’s tree felling expert 
bring down a dying pine at a local park, demonstrating the latest chainsaw technique. 
 
On each of these and many other topics there are tremendous resources available in print, online, sometimes in per-
son to Pennsylvania forest landowners. Penn State Extension and Ag Sciences, the DCNR, state foresters, regional 
woodlands associations, and other agencies maintain and update these publications regularly. A monthly email news-
letter from Penn State called Forest Leaves presents the latest news and resource links of interest to private forest 
owners. 
 
The ultimate goal underlying all these topics and efforts is to encourage and enable responsible forest stewardship 
among all Keystone State landowners with forested property. Penn State Forestry lists the following principles to 
guide this undertaking: 

Maintain or improve plant, animal, and tree diversity in the forest and landscape. 
Maintain or improve forest productivity for diverse values. 
Maintain or improve the health and vigor of the forest and its landscape/watershed. 
Improve soil and water resources. 
Manage forests for growth and energy storage. 
Manage for community, cultural and economic benefits. 
Comply with laws and Pennsylvania best management practices. 

"Through the Artist's Eyes" 
Sept 23, 2017 4-7pm 

Join us this year for another fun time in the country with friends and neighbors,  

good food, drink and fine artwork for sale!  

  

  Grazing Cocktail Party and  
   Bucks County Inspired Art Exhibit/Sale 

    Local Menu Prepared by Maria Verzino of Saylors & Co. Hellertown 

 

   Historic Kirkland Farm 
   2510 Old Bethlehem Road, Springfield Township Bucks Co., PA 

   Artofpreservation.org   (see CCWA Facebook page for more info.) 
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( Continued to page 11) 

No Brook Trout in Cooks Creek? 

By: Joe Mihok, Trout Unlimited 

     An article from the Doylestown Intelligencer newspaper, April 16th, 1897: 

 

          In 2016, the Bucks County Chapter of Trout Unlimited contracted with the environmental consulting 

firm Princeton Hydro to conduct a fishery survey of Coon Hollow Run in the Cooks Creek Watershed.  The goal 

was to determine the health of Coon Hollow Run’s brook trout population with the hope of finding a robust 

population that could be used as a source to re-establish brook trout in Aquetong Creek in Solebury Township 

following the removal of the Aquetong Lake dam. 

 

     Brook trout are the only trout native to Pennsylvania.  The other trout now commonly found in Pennsylva-

nia are the brown trout, native to Europe, Asia and North Africa, and the rainbow trout, native to the west 

coast of the United States. Both have been stocked in Pennsylvania since the late 19th century.  Taxonomically, 

brook trout are actually a charr, in the genus Salvelinus.  The other species in this genus, arctic char and lake 

trout, are only found in waters far north of Pennsylvania so it is no wonder that here in our state brook trout 

are only found in and have come to symbolize the coldest, cleanest streams.  

 

      In Bucks County, the only stream clean enough and cold enough to support brook trout, despite the dra-

matic changes to the landscape since European colonization, was Coon Hollow Run.  Note the use of the past 

tense “was”. The results of the fishery survey found that the brook trout of Coon Hollow Run have been extir-
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pated, replaced by the non-native brown trout.  Brown trout will out-compete brook trout for the best feeding 

lies (trout remain in one spot facing upstream and wait for the current to bring food, aquatic insects and 

crustaceans, to them) and larger brown trout will prey on brook trout.     

 

     Though only genetic analysis would prove it (and impossible to do now), Coon Hollow Run’s brook trout 

were likely a relict of the population that would have inhabited the entire Cooks Creek watershed from the 

end of the last ice age up until sometime in the 19th century when habitat degradation, i.e. deforestation and 

dam building, along with the stocking of brown trout, decimated brook trout populations.  The Pennsylvania 

Fish Commission surveyed Coon Hollow Run in 1975 and 1992; both surveys found only brook trout present.  

Coon Hollow Run does fit the mold of the streams in Pennsylvania that still contain only brook trout: small 

headwater streams with water temperature and quality suitable for brook trout and a barrier that prevents 

brown trout from moving upstream.  The barriers for Coon Hollow are the mill race in Durham and the ele-

vated culvert on Old Philadelphia Road.  These barriers likely prevented the brown trout that were stocked 

in Cooks Creek through much of the 20th century from moving into Coon Hollow.  (Trout were usually 

stocked in the larger downstream waters to provide recreational fishing while the smaller headwater 

streams were ignored.)  So how did brown trout get past these barriers?  It is impossible to say for sure, per-

haps they moved upstream during one of the floods in recent years when Cooks Creek proper submerged the 

mill race.  Or they could have been stocked by a streamside landowner. Anyone can purchase brown trout 

and many other fish species from a private hatchery. There are no regulations for this or permits needed.   

         

     In the 1897 newspaper article shown above, note, that the writer says, when discussing upper Bucks 

County, that, “some brook trout are found in nearby creeks”.  Perhaps one of these creeks was Coon Hollow 

Run?  If this speculation is true it would mean that through perhaps a century of indiscriminate stocking (by 

both the state and private citizens) of brown and rainbow trout that only brook trout were found in Coon 

Hollow Run; one more reason to believe that these brook trout were present in Coon Hollow Run for many 

thousands of years.  (Note: the newspaper article mentions “Cook’s Run”, this is Cook’s Run in Doylestown, 

not Cooks Creek.)  Does it matter that these fish are gone now?  The Cooks Creek watershed is still a beauti-

ful place; isn’t it just as beautiful without brook trout?  Well, will it still be beautiful without monarch but-

terflies, ash trees or little brown bats?  At some point an empty feeling will start to creep in. 

 

   In A Sand County Almanac, the ecologist Aldo Leopold sums up our dilemma, 

 

 “One of the penalties of an ecological education is that one lives alone in a world of wounds. Much of the damage 

inflicted on land is quite invisible to laymen. An ecologist must either harden his shell and make believe that 

the consequences of science are none of his business, or he must be the doctor who sees the marks of death in a 

community that believes itself well and does not want to be told otherwise.”  

 

We know the damage has been inflicted and it is “quite invisible” to most people.  The missions of both the 

Cooks Creek Watershed Association and Bucks County Trout Unlimited include making the invisible ecolog-

ical wounds visible to more people and doing all we can to heal these wounds.  The two organizations will be 

collaborating in the coming months exploring the possibilities of restoring a brook trout population to the 

Cooks Creek watershed.   

 

Post Script:  As stated above, the purpose of the 2016 fishery survey of Coon Hollow Run was to gauge the 

health of the brook trout population in regards to transferring some of the fish to Aquetong Creek.  In April, 

2017 members of Bucks County Trout Unlimited captured 50 wild brook trout from a 

( Continued from page 10) 

( Continued to page 13) 
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Back to the Past: The Valley of the Brandywine; A stream in Durham with a His-

tory Connected Therewith      A column highlighting the natural history of the Watershed  

By: C. Laubach, June 21, 1883  

The specialist can never believe that his subject is narrow; to him it widens and widens until he is lost in won-

der and amazement at the immensity of a matter that is by common consent looked at by the mass of mankind 

as of little moment. When the theologians tell astronomers that their subject is an old one, the astronomers 

may without fear of successful contradiction say: "So is ours with this difference, however, that ours is older." 

On the other hand if astronomers tell us that their department covers the universe the historians may say: 

“History does." 

I have perceived, in studying history how many incidental questions come up in other departments of physical 

science. I must know something of chemistry, of geology and mineralogy, of botany, natural philosophy, mathe-

matics, etc. History in itself constitutes a vast and complex study.  

But (on to sic) our subject, "The Valley of the Brandywine". This valley is located partly in Durham, Bucks 

County, PA. It extends into the neighboring county of Northampton, in a northwesterly direction. Its length is 

upwards of 2 miles and breadth from one-half mile to a mile. It is extremely fertile and is dotted with substan-

tial farms and farmhouses. It is drained by a small brooklet from which the valley derives its name. 

Standing on the divide where the waters flow, some into the Brandywine which empties into Durham creek, 

and the other into Fry's Run which empties into the Delaware, we see stretched out and before us one of the 

most magnificent landscapes imaginable. In the distance we see the narrows or "Pennsylvania Palisades" 

decked with their summer foliage of green, looming majestically in the distance, skirted as it were, by the High-

lands of New Jersey on the east, and lowermost spur of the South Mountains on the west. 

On either side of us, are the anticlinal elevations of the second spur, and before us lies the beautiful valley of 

the Brandywine. In this valley are situated several fine and important deposits of glacial drift.  

These deposits are in places from 4 to 15 or more feet in the thickness, and being lodged on elevated plateaus of 

limestone, form considerable elevations or hills throughout the valley. 

The stream derives its appellation from the fact that in early times, when the country was new, a large and 

commodious distillery was established on its course which supplied all the country for miles with the genuine 

article. In these early days the appellation for apple jack was "Brandywein", and became anglicized into Bran-

dywine. Later when a new road leading from the valley was opened to the Delaware River, it became necessary 

to build a bridge across the stream. The bridge was to be of stone throughout. The masons, thinking that the 

more apple whiskey they consumed the lighter their task would seem, applied themselves so diligently to the 

task of emptying the contents of the Demijohn "to where it would do the most good", that the bridge as well as 

the stream are known in the locality to this date by that title. 

The distillery was known for miles for its choice productions. In those early days, during the revolution and af-

ter, up to the year 1818, the native or seedlings apple trees were annually loaded with luscious fruit. 

In fact if those stories of old people may be believed--and we do most firmly believe them--the apples were or 

had a more luscious or mellow texture. After the date mentioned above, the distillery was abandoned and was 

utilized by George Stem, a son of the proprietor, who turned it into a machine and blacksmith shop. Mr. Stem 

was an inventor and mechanic of great abilities. He was constantly planning machinery; he planned and erect-

ed in 1827 the first lever (Sic) horse power used in this section and several of the primitive wheels connected 

with the first machine are still in existence. Before this, the grain was thrashed, the rye with flails and the 

wheat and oats by trampling of animals, on a solid floor. In this way two men could thresh 200 sheaves of rye in 

12 hours; and, of wheat, with the aid of four horses, it could average about 300 sheaves. Farmers, nowadays, 

with the lightning threshers are unable to appreciate the hardships of the pioneer farmer. At the immediate 

source of the Brandywine is a fine grove of native persimmons (Diospyros virginiana), whose ovate, oblong 

leaves and pale yellow flowers add greatly to the beauty of the surroundings. The trees in the fall of the year 

when covered with fruit are a pleasant sight, and many a mouth is puckered while attempting to partake of this 

astringent fruit. This beautiful valley was once the home of primitive man; many implements that were posssed  

( Continued to page 13) 
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tributary to the Lehigh River and successfully released them in Aquetong Creek.  Perhaps the situation is now 

reversed and these fish will become the source population to restore brook trout to the Cooks Creek watershed.   

The complete report of the Coon Hollow Run Fishery survey can be found on the Bucks County Trout Unlimited 

website, buckstu.org, under the “Conservation” tab click on “Cooks Creek Watershed”.           

Summary of Coon Hollow Run Fishery Survey 

 

Princeton Hydro conducted a two-day field survey of Coon Hollow Run on March 23 and March 24, 2016.   

Five stream segments were surveyed beginning at Old Philadelphia Rd. and ending near the intersection 

of Lehnenberg Rd. and Gallows Hill Rd.  Standard backpack electrofishing equipment was used.  

 

6 water quality parameters (temperature, specific conductance, pH, dissolved oxygen, percent dissolved oxy-

gen, and salinity) of each sampled reach were recorded using a calibrated multi-probe.  Averaged results: 

Water Temperature (°C)  8.21;  Specific Conductivity (µS/cm)  0.259;  Dissolved Oxygen (mg/L)  9.85;  Per-

cent Dissolved Oxygen (%)  100.6;  pH (standard units)  7.93;  Salinity (ppm)  0.12. 

 

5 fish species were captured during the survey: American eel, blacknose dace, brown trout, mottled sculpin, 

and slimy sculpin. Blacknose dace was the most commonly collected species, comprising 88% of the total 

fish captured during the effort.  

 

Brown trout was the only trout species captured during the survey. The brown trout ranged from 74mm to 

320mm (2.9 in. to 12.5 in.) in total length.  Approximately 33% of the brown trout were greater than 

150mm (5.9 in.) in total length. 

 

Brown trout biomass was low at 0.05 fish/hectare.  At the time of the 1992 study the creek’s brook trout popu-

lation biomass was estimated at 37.4 kg/ha, well in excess of the 30 kg/ha Wild Brook Trout Fishery des-

ignation.  (Survey results are extrapolated to either number of fish per hectare or kilograms per hectare (1 

hectare = 2.47 acres, 1 kilogram = 2.2 pounds) so different fish populations can be compared using a stand-

ardized metric.  The current survey uses # of fish and the 1992 survey used weight, so while not directly 

comparable, the results do show a robust brook trout population in 1992 and a rather meager brown trout 

population currently.) 

 

 

( Continued from page 11, No Brook Trout in Cooks Creek?) 

 

by this primitive people have been found and placed in the museum of the writer of this sketch. In a future article we 

will describe their habitat and mode of life as well as give the location of their most important camping grounds, etc., 

etc. 

At the confluence of the Brandywine with Durham creek is located the birthplace of General Daniel Morgan, the dis-

tinguished Revolutionary officer. 

Transcribed and may contain errors due to transcription into digital format. 

( Continued from page 12, Back to the Past) 
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Green Tip #39:  Are Your Pet’s Toys Toxic 
By: Lois Oleksa 

Pet toys are largely unregulated and the health of your pet may be compromised. 
Check out the label on the toys you purchase and look for healthy toys. Plastic and 
vinyl toys can contain endocrine disruptors like BPA, PVC, or phthalates. Plush toys 
are often treated with carcinogenic flame retardant chemicals like polybrominated 
diphenyl ethers. Chinese imported toys have been shown to contain heavy metals 
like lead, cadmium, and chromium. Labels are important to read whether we’re pur-
chasing items for our consumption or our pets. 

Watershed Coalition of the Lehigh Valley presents:  
 
Lehigh Valley Watershed Conference 2017 - Tuesday, October 17, 2017 at Lehigh University STEPS 
Building  
 

Confluence: Changing Communities and Changing Waters 
  
The Lehigh Valley Watershed Conference brings together professionals, citizens, watershed groups, 
municipal officials, professors, students, and YOU. The Conference presents up-to-date engaging and 
timely information on a variety of water resource topics. The theme of this Seventh Watershed Con-
ference is Confluence: Changing Communities and Changing Waters. 
This year’s conference will feature two half-day workshops on invasive species (both plants and insects). 
There will be a full-day of continuing education credits available for the professional landscaping communi-
ty, and a MS-4 track for municipal staff and consultants charged with implementing stormwater regulations. 
The conference’s keynote speaker will be Gary Walters, Assessment Section Chief of the PADEP, present-
ing on the historical water quality data for the Lehigh River. We are excited to hear how things have 
changed over the last century. 

“Walk in Penn’s Woods!” 

Sunday, October 1, 1 to 4 PM 

Located at Fuller Preserve 2864 Slifer Valley Rd., Riegelsville, PA 18077  

Guided walk through the Fuller Preserve, forested land maintained by the Heritage con-

servancy.  The trail is a 1.8 mile loop through the woods passing a Cooks Creek tribu-

tary, a lovely gorge, an overlook of a large, neighbor’s field, through some old growth 

forest, then through the woods back to the trail head.  In the center of the trail is a 

chestnut tree orchard being used to develop blight resistant chestnut trees. Sponsored 

by CCWA and others. 

www.walkinpennswoods.org 



Durham Township Recycling Center 
 
Location: Municipal Building, 215 Old Furnace Rd, Durham 

1st Saturday of every month ( 2nd Saturday if 1st Saturday is on a holi-
day weekend) 

Hours: 8:00AM – 12:00 noon,1:00PM-4:00PM, (call ahead) 

Accepting newspapers, magazines, junk mail, phone books, glass, tin, 
plastic, aluminum and cardboard, and CFL bulbs, rechargeable batteries 
(during office hours). 

Please note that this facility is available to all, not just Durham Town-
ship residents! 

Contact Joe Kulick at the township building for more  info. 610-346-
8911 

Springfield Township 

Location: Township Building, 2320 Township Road 

Paper Recycling Bin Available at Township Building. 

 A Recycling bin was recently placed here and is available to anyone.  
Cut down on trash and help the township earn extra money.  You can 
drop off: Magazines, Shopping Catalogs, Phone Books, Newspapers, 
Office and School Papers, Mail. 

Please do NOT include: Plastic, glass, metal, trash 

Hours: Anytime ; See website: www.springfieldbucks.org  

or call (610) 346-6700. 

Blinderman & Son 

Location: 1320 Whitaker St, Hellertown. 610-838-9221 

Hours:  
7:30AM – 4:00 PM,  Monday – Friday  

7:30 AM – 11:30AM,   Saturday 

Accepting cardboard and most metals. 

City of Bethlehem Theis/Cornfeld Recycling Center 
Web site: www.bethlehem-
pa.gov/recycle/services/theis_cornfeld.htm 

Location: 635 Illick’s Mill Rd, Bethlehem  

Phone: 610-865-7082 Hours:Weekdays: 9AM to 5 PM,  
Saturday  9 AM to 4 PM,  Sunday 11AM to 4 PM 

Accepting glass, cans, plastics, newspapers, all books, 
magazines, catalogs, cardboard, mixed office paper, met-
als, textiles (clothing, shoes, etc.), large appliances 
(certified freon-free). Call or go to the web site for specif-
ics. 

Bonus!! They provide FREE on site shredding services for 
businesses and private individuals. If you have 4 or more 
boxes, call 610-865-7082 to schedule an appointment. 

Recycle!  Local Recycling  

Information 

Schedules of Local  

Government Meetings 
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Springfield Township:  

www.springfieldbucks.org 
610-346-6700 

2320 Township Road 
 

Supervisors: 2nd Tuesday @ 7:30 PM 
Planning Commission: 1st Wed. @ 7 PM 

Supervisors/Planning Commission  
Work Session: 3rd Thurs. @ 7 PM 

Environmental Advisory Council:   
2nd Thurs. @ 7:30 PM 

Open Space Committee: 
1st Tuesday @7:30PM 
Historic Commission:  

3rd Tuesday @ 7:30 PM 
 

Durham Township:  
www.durhamtownship.org 

610-346-8911 
215 Old Furnace Road 

 
Supervisors: 2nd Tuesday @ 7:30 PM 

Planning Commission:  
1st Tues. @ 7:30 PM 

EAC: 3rd Tues. @ 7:30 PM 
 
 

Lower Saucon: 
www.lowersaucontownship.org 

610-865-3291 
3700 Old Philadelphia Pike 

Council: 1st and 3rd Wed. @ 7 PM 
Planning Commission:  

3rd Thurs. @ 7 PM 
EAC: 1st Tues. @ 7 PM 

 
Williams Township:  
www.williamstwp.org  

610-258-6060 
655 Cider Press Road 

 
Supervisors: 2nd Wed. @ 7 PM 

Planning Commission: 3rd Wed. @ 7 PM 
Land Preservation Board:  

3rd Mon. @ 7 PM 
 

Richland Township: 
www.richlandtownship.org 

215-536-4066 
1328 California Road 

 
Supervisors: 2nd and 4th Mon. @ 7 PM 

   Planning Commission: 3rd Tues. @ 7 PM 
Preservation Board: 2nd Thurs. @ 7 PM 

 



PAGE 16   VOLUME 14, I SSUE 3  

 

If you hold precious the beauty that surrounds us in the Cooks Creek Watershed area and would like to be actively involved in its preserva-
tion, then consider joining our association as a member.   Reach out to your community!  We would love to hear from you! Please drop us 

a line at info@cookscreekpa.org   

CCWA is a 501 ( c ) (3) non-profit organization.   

Cooks Creek Watershed Association 
P.O. Box 45 

Springtown, PA  18081 

www.cookscreekpa.org 

Please Join Us… Cooks Creek Watershed Association-Membership Form  

All of us who reside in 

the area enjoy the beau-

ty of Cooks Creek.  

Those of us who are for-

tunate enough to live 

here are dependent up-

on this watershed not 

only for the beauty of 

the creek but our wells, 

the wetlands, the wild-

flowers and all of the 

beautiful landscapes in 

our townships.  

 It’s up to all of us to 

protect this treasure. 

The Cooks Creek Water-

shed Association asks 

that you become a mem-

ber and help in the task 

of protecting this special 

resource. 

Name:  ___________________________________________________________________ 

Other household members: _______________________________________________ 

Address:  _________________________________________________________________ 

Phone: ______________________ E-mail: _____________________________________ 

Interests: (circle) 

Newsletter Website  Roadside Cleanup  Event Planning 

Membership Fundraising Stream Studies      Wherever I’m Needed 

Individual Membership Fee:     $ 15.00 per year            _____________  

Family Membership Fee:        $ 25.00  per year            _____________ 

Student Membership Fee:  $ 10.00  per year _____________ 

Donation: to legal defense fund:    _____________ 

Donations to the Hans O. Reimann Memorial:               ____________ 

Total:                                                

Please detach and mail to Cooks Creek Watershed Association, (CCWA)  

 P.O. Box 45, Springtown, PA  18081.     THANK YOU ! 

Checks can be made payable to Cooks Creek Watershed Association. 

CCWA is a 501 ( c ) (3) non-profit organization.  

Find us on Facebook 

 


