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Fall is over and both 
the wild and domestic 
denizens of the Water-
shed are preparing for 
winter.  I, for one am 
hoping for lots of snow, 
or rain, or both.  We are 
at record low water lev-
els across the region, 
and the toll is high on 
the wildlife that de-
pends on surface water.  
The Pennsylvania DEP 
has reported that our 
stream communities are 
stressed, and no longer 
meeting the aquatic life 
goals that they set.  
This is particularly hard 
for me to hear, given 
the amount of time and 
energy we have spent 
trying to keep our wa-
tershed safe.  The re-
port, which can be 
downloaded at http://
www.elibrary.dep.state.
pa.us/dsweb/Get/
Document-
113857/2016_Integrate
d_Report_Draft_Catego
ry5_Streams.pdf targets 
runoff as the primary 
cause of these observa-
tions; which under-
scores my constant call 
to control this ubiqui-

tous and persistent 
problem.  We must be 
vigilant in keeping our 
stormwater controls in 
place and ensuring that 
compliance is enforced.  
Development, especial-
ly far reaching develop-
ment like the PennEast 
pipeline and other utili-
ty corridors, must be 
forced to comply with 
our local regulations, 
even when they don’t 

feel they should.  
Whether you believe in 
the politics of domestic 
petroleum or not, we 
need to remind our 
neighbors that this is 
not a political issue for 
us, it’s a conservation 
issue.  Safe drinking 
water and clean surface 
water is a right, not a 
privilege to be bought 
or sold.  Inside this is-

 

(Continued to page 4) 
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Most people are fascinat-
ed by large predators, 
even if we never actually 
see them in the wild.  Per-
haps it is ingrained in us 
from childhood to beware 
of the “big bad wolf”; per-
haps it is instinct woven 
into our very genetics.  
Either way, the first time I 
heard a wolf howl, it 
made my hair stand on end and my heart race.  Even 
though I knew the wolves were captive and enclosed by 
a high fence, my body responded automatically.  When 
I was a kid working on my Uncle’s farm in Vermont, I 
remember hearing bears “hooting” in the woods when I 
went to the barn to milk, and although I never saw 
them, I didn’t go into those woods alone.  Occasionally, 
I have seen a coyote, but not here in the Watershed, and 
it was always a long way away.   

A few years ago I heard coyotes yipping from my back 
deck for the first time and rather than scare me, it 
thrilled me.  I knew that coyotes were here, but it made 
me smile to hear them call.  The coyote 
howl is perhaps the most iconic American 
wildlife sound.  It is only one of many of 
their vocalizations though, and the lone 
howl is actually only the way an individual 
finds its family group again if separated.  
Other sounds are yelps, yips, barks, whines 
and snuffles that are similar to other canids.  
The most common is the group yip that is 
what folks around here refer to as 
“barking”.  It is a “welcome home” given 
from the group to a returning member.   

The coyote, Canis latrans, is familiar to 
most of us because it looks a lot like a small 
dog or wolf.  Typical size in this area is 
around 40 pounds, and 2 feet at the shoulder 
– the size of a small German Sheppard, but much less 
husky.  While coyotes are similar to wolves and dogs, 
they are smaller, thinner in the face, and interestingly 
enough, carry their tail downwards when walking rather 
than horizontally like a wolf or dog.  Although coyotes 
have been known to hybridize with both species, it real-
ly is a separate animal.  Since we have extirpated the 
wolf from the eastern US, the coyote has moved into its 
habitat and niche in the ecosystem.  In fact, the eastern 
subspecies of coyote is actually larger than other sub-

species, probably due to its role and lack of wolf com-
petition.  Local trappers tell me that male coyotes in 
Pennsylvania can get as large as 60-70 pounds.  Some 
scientists feel that many years ago coyotes in this area 
may have hybridized with wolves or dogs and those 
genes became fixed into the population.   

Coyotes are very efficient and opportunistic predators 
feeding on everything from small rodents to deer to fish 
and crayfish.  They will also feed on carcasses left be-
hind by other predators, left out by farmers, or killed by 
cars.  Coyotes will, as any farmer can attest, take do-
mestic animals if given the opportunity, but the extent 
of this poaching is small.  Coyotes can and do however, 
kill and eat both small dogs and cats, particularly feral 
cats (probably a good thing).  While they often hunt 
singly, larger prey does require a group effort.  Coyotes 
do not form sophisticated packs like wolves do, but they 
will work together to bring down larger prey and family 
groups can work togeth- er to raise pups. 

Coyotes begin breeding as early as their sec-
ond year.  They are strictly monoga-
mous during the year, but do not pair bond for 
life.  The pair will choose a hollow log, old 
woodchuck den or rock overhang to use as a den.  Ges-
tation takes 63 days and a typical litter is 6 pups.  The 
pups are born blind and helpless, feeding on milk for 
the first ten days until their eyes open.  The parents start 
them on solid food by regurgitating their meals until the 
pups get their teeth at 4-6 weeks.  They are fully 

weaned at 9 weeks and begin learning to hunt shortly 
after that.  By 8-9 months, they are fully grown, in time 
for their first winter.   

 Coyotes can live practically anywhere, even in the 

heart of Philadelphia or New York City.  Despite their 

dog-like appearance, coyotes are wild animals and 

should never be fed or approached.  There are probably 

Creature Feature:  Coyote (Canis latrans) 

By: W. Scott Douglas 

This is the 38th installment in a series of articles on the 
fauna of the Cooks Creek.  

(Continued to page 3) 
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dozens living in the Watershed, even though they are rarely seen.  Your best bet is to listen carefully from your back 

deck on a summer night, when the moon and stars are bright.  Don’t be surprised if your heart races…just a bit. 

(Continued from page 2) 

Flora of the Watershed: Ground Cherry (Physalis)  

This is the first installment in a series of arti-
cles on the flora of the Cooks Creek Water-
shed. 

By: David Oleksa 

It’s usually a big surprise to people to hear that 
many of our most favored garden vegetables and 
fruits are related to the deadly nightshade. Toma-
toes, potatoes, eggplants and peppers all have this 
ominously named plant in their family tree. But 
today, we will be concentrating on a little-known 
member of the family – the ground cherry 
(Physalis). 

Many of you have probably seen this plant if 
you’ve walked through fields in late September 
through early November. It generally grows close 
to the ground and rarely exceeds 12 to 18 inches in height. The leaves are fuzzy and resemble the leaves of 
the potato. During the summer it bears small interestingly pretty flowers, but they have a tendency to face 
downward and are often under the leaves so they are difficult to see. The fruit is a berry that grows inside a 
thin papery husk. As a matter of fact, the plant’s Latin name, Physalis, means “bladder” and refers to this 
enclosed berry. 

Most people are more familiar with the ground cherry’s cousin, the Chinese lantern. Dried floral arrange-
ments often make use of the brilliantly orange “lanterns” to add a stunning amount of color. The ground 
cherry’s husk is similar in shape but only about ¼ the size. Also, instead of being a brilliant orange, it is a 
drab tan. But inside that husk; what a treat! Each husk has one yellow/orange berry. The fruit must be this 
color to be eaten. Unripe fruit is not very tasty and may, in fact, be poisonous to some people. 

When ripe though, the fruit can be eaten raw or enjoyed cooked in pies or jams. They also make a tasty 
salsa which reminds us of another of their cousins, the tomatillo. The fruits often drop from the plant on to 
the ground and can be stored for several weeks if kept in the husk. The husk, by the way, is not edible. 

The plant is a native here in the U.S. with many different varieties existing in our varied geographies. 
Closely related varieties are also found in Europe. I’ve always been a big fan of linguistics and the names 
given to the ground cherry throughout the world simply roll off the tongue. The ancient Greeks called them 
halikakabon and pheesalis (bladder and swelling). The Italians called them halicacabo volgare (common 
bladder). Now, in Italy, they are more commonly referred to as coralli (coral) or palloncini (little bal-
loons). The Germans call them Judenkirsen (Jews cherry) and Schlutten (ground cherry) The Aztec’s to-
matl serves as the root of our words tomato and tomatillo. In Hawaii, it is referred to as Poha. 

So the next time you are wandering across some old or cultivated fields, sunny woods, waste ground, road-
sides, or railroads, keep your eyes peeled for this wonderful plant. 

Its desirability is such that many domesticated varieties have been developed for the garden. The one big 

downside for growing ground cherries though, is that they are perennials, and once established, they are 

difficult to get rid of. But after tasting this delicious fruit, who would want to get rid of it? 

 



sue you’ll see more about the status of the PennEast situation, and what the CCWA and other people 
in your community are doing about it. 

As usual, our fall was pretty busy.  We had a booth at Springfield Day and Durham Day, where we 
educated people on how groundwater works and how easily it can be polluted.  The groundwater 
model is always a hit.  I even had the opportunity to educate one of our local politicians, State Rep. 
Marguerite Quinn, on the importance of groundwater protection.  It is really important that we keep 
our politicians up to speed on the reality of environmental protection, as they often only hear the Fa-
cebook buzz, and because of this, are often misinformed.  Emails to your elected officials, whether 
local or national, is one of the easiest ways to be involved in the protection of our Watershed – the 
benefits are more far reaching than you think.  I had a discussion with Vera Cole, who is running for 
State Rep. in the Springfield area, at Springfield Day and invited her to our annual Fall dinner.  We 
gave her a few minutes to address the small crowd of loyal members who attended.  While we don’t 
endorse politicians, we do encourage all of our readers to educate themselves as to the environmen-
tal records and goals of the people who they vote for.   

The Durham Board of Supervisors recently voted to not sign Durham up for the Wild and Scenic 
River designation.  This is very disappointing news, and comes despite our urging Durham to 
join.  The Federal Wild and Scenic designation would extend to the Cooks Creek as a tributary, and 
would provide the region with access to grant opportunities and special protections.  We have been 
told numerous times that part of the reason for the PennEast alignment coming through our Water-
shed is because Durham is not in the Wild and Scenic program.  Springfield Township has already 
signed on, but this will be moot without Durham’s concurrence.  If you are a Durham resident, reach 
out to your Supervisors and demand a reason for this lack of action.  

I want to thank all of you who have paid their membership dues for 2017 already.  Your dues help 
make this newsletter possible, and help fund the good work of the CCWA.  We would like to shout 
out to the Art of Preservation group, who recently donated $2500 to the work of the CCWA from 
their fall art show.  This generous donation only partly covered the cost of the recent legal bills that 
we had to pay for our intervention in the PennEast project, however.  It’s amazing how quickly the 
dollars can fly out of our checkbook when we need to hire professionals.  And finally, speaking of 
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(Continues from page 1) 

Sign-up Interested Friends and/or Renew Your Membership to CCWA 

Cooks Creek is an important resource for our community. It’s time to renew your membership for 
the 2016 year and stay up to date on issues concerning our Watershed. 

If you want to get more involved, come to a meeting and share your talents and interests! We thank 

you!  Find the membership form on the back page.  

Please consider a donation to our “Legal Defense Fund”.  
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Children’s Backyard: String or Cordage By: David  and Lois Oleksa   

 

All too often, the simple things of this world are taken for granted and we don’t give them 
the attention they deserve. For example, let’s talk about string. We have it in all of our hous-
es. We use it for all kinds of things, ranging from the thread we use in sewing buttons on 
shirts to common string that we use to tie things together to rope (which is just a lot of strings 
twisted together). But have you ever considered what string is exactly? Basically, string, or 
what is sometimes called cordage, is simply taking fibers of some type and twisting them to-
gether to form a continuous thin length. 

 

Most strings that we are familiar with use the fiber from cotton, hemp, silk, nylon, polyester, 
or linen. However, before the Industrial Age (when machines started to produce large quanti-
ties of string by mechanical means) our ancestors needed string or cordage to satisfy their 
survival needs. They needed something to sew their clothes together; they needed something 
to make their bowstrings so they could hunt; they needed something to make their fishing 
lines and nets that helped them survive. What could they use? The tendons that tie muscles to 
bone are called sinews; and primitive people began to use these sinews for sewing purposes 
but it had some drawbacks. It was difficult to obtain a sufficient quantity and generally the 
strands were too short to use for anything but sewing. They needed something else. It oc-
curred to our ancestors that almost every area in nature has at least one plant that produces 
fibers. It is estimated that there are over 1000 types of plants, just in North America, that 
have fibers suitable for making cordage. Palmetto, Indian hemp, cattail, yucca, and stinging 
nettles are among the most common. 

 

The making of cordage was performed by both men and women. Plants were usually gath-
ered at the end of the growing season and the fibers were extracted sometimes by soaking in 
water, sometimes by separating the woody external plant parts from the fibers inside and 
sometimes (as in the case of the palmetto) just gathering the wispy fibers that separate natu-
rally from the leaves. In any event,  once the fibers were gathered, they were twisted or 
braided into string and these strings were then twisted together to get cordage of a desired di-
ameter, from thread suitable for sewing to thick ropes that were used to suspend bridges over 
deep ravines. 

 

Following is a description of how to make cordage. (Continued on  page  6) 
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Children’s Backyard Activity: Mak-
ing String or Cordage from Indian 
hemp/ Hemp Dogbane (Apocynum 
cannabinum L.) 

 

Indian hemp is commonly called Dogbane, referring 
to the plant’s toxic nature –it has been described as 
“poisonous to dogs.” Apocynum means “Away 
dog!” and cannabinum means “like hemp.” This na-
tive plant is found through the US. It is a perennial, 
meaning, it will be back year after year. This plant 
secretes a milky sap when broken just as milkweed 
does; however, it’s not related to the milkweed. In 
the fall after a few frosts the two brown mature seed 
pods are visible. The pods contain many seeds with 
tufts of silky white hairs. Hemp dogbane grows 
where it is moist and in full sun.  

See Figure 1 below for a picture of the Indian hemp 
plant growing in a field. 

 

 

The native people from many nations in North 
America used the hemp fibers. Cordage and thread 
were made from the fibers. This fiber is very strong 
in water and does not shrink. Let’s try separating 
out some fibers to make cordage. 

After picking the fresh long stems of Indian hemp - 
the old stems from last year are grey while the fresh 

stems from the current year are brown – use a knife 
and scrape off the brown skin.  

See Figure 2 below.  

 

When you have finished scraping the stem, split the 
stem lengthwise using your fingers. Once the stem 
is split, hold the two split sections together in your 
one hand and break the inner woody plant material 
with your other hand. Break off small sections of 
the stems. 

 See Figure 3 below. 

 

What will remain are the plant fibers which you will 
use to make the cordage.  

See Figure 4 below. 
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Because the base of the Indian hemp plant is thicker 
and the top is thinner, you may want to pull apart 
the full length of fibers and add some of the thick 
section to the thin section. This will give you more 
uniform cordage. 

Take the fibers and fold the strands roughly in half 
but leaving one end longer than the other. Start your 
twisting. Twist clockwise on the one section and 
then clockwise on the other section. The fiber will 
twist and kink and make a loop. This is the start of 
your cordage. See Figure 5. Continue the twisting 
of the upper fibers first and bring them back over 
the lower fibers. The lower fibers will now be on 
top. Twist these fiber strands and bring them back 
over the lower fibers.  

See Figure 6 below. 

 

Continue this technique until you’re just about out 
of fibers in the shorter strand. Add more fibers to 
the shorter strand and continue. When the other 
strand needs more fibers, just add them to the origi-
nal fiber strands and continue twisting. Before you 
know it, your cordage will be of some length. 

 

. 

 

 

              

 

Figure 8 and 9 below is cordage made from a 
Florida Saw Palmetto plant 

See Figure 7 below. 
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(Continued on page 9) 

PennEast Update 

By W. Scott Douglas 

With lots of help from our attorneys at Curtin & Heefner, CCWA filed a comment letter to the 
Federal Energy Regulatory Commission in response to the Draft Environmental Impact State-
ment on the PennEast Pipeline.  Just as a reminder, the pipeline is currently routed from the north 
and west through Williams and Durham Townships down through the Roosevelt Park and will 
cross the Delaware just above the confluence of the Cooks Creek with the River.  While the 
whole text is too long (and much too technical) to print here, the main points are worth putting 
down so that all of you know where we stand.  If you want to read the whole letter, it will be 
posted to our website soon. 

 

1. Forty five days was way too short a period to read and properly digest the 417 pages 
and associated appendices.   We strongly feel that the public has been short-changed 
throughout the FERC process. 
 

2. The document is incomplete as presented.  Many of the “proofs” that were offered are sup-
posedly going to be added later.  We feel we should be allowed to comment on a completed 
document. 
 

3. There is conflicting information on the location and impacts to the Cooks Creek Water-
shed.  There are all sorts of errors and omissions in the document; Cooks Creek is not even 
listed in the table of EV Watersheds being crossed. 
 

4. The plans to protect the Cooks Creek Watershed, when provided, are inconsistent with 
the nature and quality of the Watershed, especially with regard to riparian areas, pesticide 
use and stormwater control. 
 

5. Little or no information is provided as to how construction in karst will be conducted 
and how this will not cause long term impacts to our surface and groundwater.  The por-
tion of the Cooks Creek Watershed that will be impacted is a known karst (sinkhole prone) 
area. 
 

6. The nature and extent of blasting to be done in the watershed is not clearly presented. 
 We do not know at this time whether or not blasting will be needed, and it seems we will not 
know until it happens. 
 

7. Impacts to endangered species such as the Indiana bat and the Bog turtle are not clearly 
avoided or mitigated.  This is one area that it appears the US Fish and Wildlife Service will 
make sure is covered, but not having the information up front is clearly not a good faith ef-
fort. 
 

8. It is unclear how the hydraulic testing of the line will be conducted in our Watershed 
and whether or not water will either be withdrawn from or discharged to the Water-
shed.  Note that millions of gallons are required for this testing and the plan is to simply let it 
run onto the ground; essentially a giant stormwater discharge. 
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9. The invasive species plan is incomplete and inadequate for our Watershed.  We know from 

long experience that utility corridors are perfect highways for spreading invasive plants and ani-
mals. 
 

10. The plan to mitigate for groundwater quality problems is inadequate.  Fracking companies are 
notorious for messing up the groundwater and then providing alternative sources consisting of bot-
tled water.  We do not consider that a proper insurance policy. 
 

11. Cumulative impacts are not properly analyzed.  We feel that the Watershed already hosts 
enough utility corridors; one more corridor may be “the straw that broke the camel’s back” 
 
 

In summary, we feel that the Draft Environmental Impact Statement was pushed to publication and 
should have been held until all required information was available.  For FERC to say it had enough in-
formation to determine that the pipeline should be allowed is a travesty of environmental justice.  What 
we have seen in response so far is that they simply disagree with our position.  It appears little, if any-
thing will be done to correct the document.   You deserve better from your government.  Let your 
elected representatives know how you feel.   

(Continued from page 8) 

 

 

Green Tip #36: Rake Your Leaves 

By: Lois Oleksa 

 

Fall is the time homeowners tackle the job of raking leaves, 
clearing gardens, and cleaning yard debris. This work creates 
a lot of noise and pollution. In fact, one gas-powered leaf 
blower can emit as much pollution as 80 cars! (https://
www3.epa.gov/ttn/chief/conference/ei15/session5/fitz.pdf) 
Choose hand-powered or electric tools over gas. Instead of 
leaf blowers, use rakes. They are effective, and cheaper than 
using a leaf blower. Plus, you get a chance to burn some extra calories! If you need a power tool for 

a hard to reach spot (like your roof, or in between shrubbery), try an 
electric leaf blower rather than a gasoline-powered one. Electric leaf 
blowers are usually quieter, more energy-efficient, and get the job done 
just as well as their high-powered counterparts. 
 

https://www3.epa.gov/ttn/chief/conference/ei15/session5/fitz.pdf


VOLUME 13, I SSUE 4  PAGE 10  

 

 

   

    

Back to the Past: A step back into Durham’s History 

A column highlighting the natural history of the Watershed. 

By: Sarah Snider (Our newest Board member; WELCOME!) 

 

In 1954, Lois and Max, my parents, bought a 35 acre old fruit farm in Durham Township. There 
were still a few fruit trees producing some of the best apples, peaches, cherries and pears I ever 
ate. Lois and Max were educators, not farmers, but they took a couple of stabs at it. They leased 
two fields to a man who grew hay in them, harvested his crop and left with it and the lease 
money he owed. We never saw or heard from him again. Then there was a brief attempt at a 
garden. Maynard Ernst kindly plowed the ground below the kitchen for us. (My older brother 
was thrilled to find arrowheads in that plowed earth.) Vegetables were planted to the delight of 
the rabbits and deer and especially the groundhogs. Max would put his shotgun out the kitchen 
window and blast away at those groundhogs. He killed at least a dozen but in the end they won 
- so much for our farming. 

I was the new kid in Durham School’s first grade. Sheldon Ernst, Betty and Maynard’s son, was 
one of my classmates. Being the new kid made a deep impression on me, especially when I re-
alized that my entire family was new people. Betty and Maynard lived about a mile east of us 
on County Line Road. They had a working farm and in 1954, they were still using horses, as 
well as Ford tractors on their land. The Ernsts were definitely NOT new people. Their family 
had been in Durham since the 1700’s. Maynard’s brother Milton and his wife Elsie had a farm 
in Stout’s Valley, Williams Township and Maynard and Milton’s mother, known as Grammy 
Ernest, had another one on Steely Hill Road just the other side of the Bucks/Northampton 
County line not too far from Betty and Maynard’s farm. Lois and Max were a part of an already 
established trend of non-farming families moving into Durham and Springfield Townships. 

From The Axemaker’s Gift by James Burke and Robert Ornstein - By the 1950’s, there was a 
soaring world population brought on by the Industrial Revolution. The response to the demand 
for food for all these people brought innovations in food-producing techniques that would have 
unexpected and wide-ranging side effects. At the time, millions of people in the Third World 
were saved from death by this so-called “Green Revolution”.  New high-yield varieties of grain 
and rice were introduced and made possible spectacular increases in food production. The diffi-
culty with the “Green Revolution” strains was that they ignored Third-World growers’ experi-
ence of their local environment and made them instead rely on high levels of fertilizer input 
from First-World sources. The new plant varieties also needed more care and attention than tra-
ditional strains - more marketing, more capital investment and above all, more foreign ex-
change to pay for all the hidden costs. The “Green Revolution” was in many cases, so spectacu-
larly successful, that it radically reduced the number of local alternative crop varieties and left 
the Third-World dependent on a few mono-cultures invulnerable to pests and disease, and it put 
the Third-World into debt to the West to pay for huge external sources of energy research, ma-
terials, shipping, processing, marketing and machinery. By 1995, when The Axemaker’s Gift 
was published, ninety percent of the world’s food was produced from only eight species of live-
stock and fifteen species of plants. Consequently, the genetic base from which future alternate 
food sources might come was drastically reduced, as was the traditional knowledge-base that 
might have provided alternate techniques. 

( Continued to page 11) 
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In 1962, in the midst of the “Green Revolution”, Rachel Carson’s Silent Spring was published. 
Her book stirred a national controversy over the use of pesticides. She was awarded the 
“Women of Conscience” citation by the National Council of Women in the United States for 
having “The courage to express her convictions in the face of powerful opposition. She has 
shocked men and women into an awareness of their responsibility to protect future genera-
tions.” 

In 2014, Elizabeth Kolbert published The Sixth Extinction. Excerpts from the prologue - This 
story starts with the emergence of a new species maybe two hundred thousand years ago. The 
members of the species are not particularly swift or strong or fertile. They are, however, singu-
larly resourceful. Gradually they push into regions with different climates, different predators, 
and different prey. Everywhere they settle, they adapt and innovate. The process continues, in 
fits and starts, for thousands of years, until the species, no longer so new, has spread to practi-
cally every corner of the globe. At this point, several things happen at once that allow Homo 
sapiens, as it has come to call itself, to reproduce at an unprecedented rate. In a single century 
the population doubles; then it doubles again, and then again. Vast forests are razed. Humans 
do this deliberately, in order to feed themselves. Less deliberately, they shift organisms from 
one continent to another, reassembling the biosphere. Having discovered subterranean re-
serves of energy, humans begin to change the composition of the atmosphere. This, in turn, al-
ters the climate and the chemistry of the oceans. No creature has ever altered life on the planet 
in this way before. Occasionally, in the distant past, the planet has undergone change so 
wrenching that the diversity of life has plummeted. Five of these ancient events were cata-
strophic enough that they’re put in their own category. The history of these events is recovered 
just as people come to realize that they are causing another one – the Sixth Extinction. 

Clearly we now have the information we need to understand the consequences of our actions. 
Such was not the case for the old farmers of Durham Township – not the Ernsts but those peo-
ple who came here some 13,000 years ago and took up farming about the same time as other 
peoples all around the globe. 

Recently, I came across A Brief History of Durham Township written by Herbert C. Bell, B.F. 
Fackenthall, Jr. and Charles Laubach, in 1887. “The site of an extensive (Indian) village has 
been traced from the Riegelsville Delaware Bridge southward as far as the Durham iron-works, 
and inland a distance of a half-mile with the course of Durham Creek… This town existed in 
1727 under the name of Pechoqueolin… About a mile west from the principal town, on an ele-
vated plateau, was an opening in the forest about seven acres in extent, still remembered by the 
older citizens. It is remarkably free from the loose stones scattered promiscuously over the sur-
rounding fields. It is supposed that this was an Indian corn-field. In support of this theory it 
may be stated that the soil within well-defined limits had apparently been exhausted by years of 
cultivation before the arrival of the German farmer who first applied the plow, and endured the 
disappointment of ill-requited toil. To the west of this about two miles, on the second spur of 
the South mountain and overlooking Fry’s run, there is another traditional Indian field. Its area 
is about five acres, and it was completely circumscribed by a dense forest until 1875. About the 
center stood a solitary tulip-tree, fully five feet in diameter. Numerous little mounds or ridges 
everywhere mark the effects of cultivation by the Indians.” 

The farm Lois and Max bought lies in the northern tier of Lot #26 of the 1727 lot division of  

(Continued from page 10) 
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the Durham Furnace Company. Frya’s Run (not Fry’s Run as spelled by Bell et al) is 
shown on that same map. It begins in the woods of the old orchard, crosses County Line 
Road to Haldan Ballek’s wetland, and crosses Ballek Road to cross County Line Road 
again by my lane (the original County Line Road.) It continues down the hill below the 
house to join the Run as it parallels Dogwood Lane. There is a beautiful little falls that 
pours over exposed bedrock – rock that is a billion years old according to my neighbor, a 
geology professor at Lehigh University. There is an old road that goes between the house 
and barn and on down the hill through the woods to come out at the bottom of Dogwood 
Lane by the Ulmers’ fields. This was once known as the direct route to Durham. I have 
walked this road with great delight literally thousands of times. It passes by the five acre 
old Indian field that once had that solitary tulip-tree. 

Shortly after we moved here, Lois joined the Planning Commission. I have the December 
1961 Commission Report and Plan she saved. At that time the major threat to Durham 
was the “new” Route 611. Now we face an even greater threat to our community, and in 
fact to our world, from the PennEast Pipeline and the fracking it supports. At least one 
reason why Durham should not be a candidate for such a project is the very reason that 
our farm was a fruit farm – that is the amount of limestone present in Durham. 

The “new” Route 611 was defeated. We can stop the PennEast Pipeline as well if we all 
stand up as Rachel Carson did against powerful opposition. 

From the 1961 Durham Planning Commission Report and Plan – “Since wisdom is a 
quality of people rather than plans, the orderly development of our Township will require 
responsible and careful judgments on the part of its future residents.” 

From The Sixth Extinction – “Centuries of centuries and only in the present do things 
happen.” – Jorge Luis Borges 

Postscript – Betty, Maynard, Elsie, Milton and Grammy Ernst have all passed on. Shel-
don lives in the old Grammy house. His son Lincoln built a house on that same property. 
Mark Ernst, Elsie and Milton’s grandson, has a house on their old farm. Mark is the new-
est supervisor of Williams Township. Lois and Max lived into their 90’s and died in their 
own house in their own bed. November 11, 2011, before Max died, we preserved this old 
fruit farm through the Heritage Conservancy and Durham Township. There are still some 
working farms in Durham most of which are preserved through the County/State Agricul-
tural Farm Preservation program. 

At the October 27, 2016 Cooks Creek Watershed Association board meeting, I was hon-
ored to be elected as the newest board member. I can be reached by phone (619-346-
7352) and welcome any questions or comments you may have. 

( Continued from page 11) 



Durham Township Recycling Center 
 
Location: Municipal Building, 215 Old Furnace Rd, Durham 

1st Saturday of every month ( 2nd Saturday if 1st Saturday is on a holi-
day weekend) 

Hours: 8:00AM – 12:00 noon,1:00PM-4:00PM, (call ahead) 

Accepting newspapers, magazines, junk mail, phone books, glass, tin, 
plastic, aluminum and cardboard, and CFL bulbs, rechargeable batteries 
(during office hours). 

Please note that this facility is available to all, not just Durham Town-
ship residents! 

Contact Joe Kulick at the township building for more  info. 610-346-
8911 

Springfield Township 

Location: Township Building, 2320 Township Road 

Paper Recycling Bin Available at Township Building. 

 A Recycling bin was recently placed here and is available to anyone.  
Cut down on trash and help the township earn extra money.  You can 
drop off: Magazines, Shopping Catalogs, Phone Books, Newspapers, 
Office and School Papers, Mail. 

Please do NOT include: Plastic, glass, metal, trash 

Hours: Anytime ; See website: www.springfieldbucks.org  

or call (610) 346-6700. 

Blinderman & Son 

Location: 1320 Whitaker St, Hellertown. 610-838-9221 

Hours:  
7:30AM – 4:00 PM,  Monday – Friday  

7:30 AM – 11:30AM,   Saturday 

Accepting cardboard and most metals. 

City of Bethlehem Theis/Cornfeld Recycling Center 
Web site: www.bethlehem-
pa.gov/recycle/services/theis_cornfeld.htm 

Location: 635 Illick’s Mill Rd, Bethlehem  

Phone: 610-865-7082 Hours:Weekdays: 9AM to 5 PM,  
Saturday  9 AM to 4 PM,  Sunday 11AM to 4 PM 

Accepting glass, cans, plastics, newspapers, all books, 
magazines, catalogs, cardboard, mixed office paper, met-
als, textiles (clothing, shoes, etc.), large appliances 
(certified freon-free). Call or go to the web site for specif-
ics. 

Bonus!! They provide FREE on site shredding services for 
businesses and private individuals. If you have 4 or more 
boxes, call 610-865-7082 to schedule an appointment. 

Recycle!  Local Recycling  

Information 

Schedules of Local  

Government Meetings 
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Springfield Township:  

www.springfieldbucks.org 
610-346-6700 

2320 Township Road 
 

Supervisors: 2nd Tuesday @ 7:30 PM 
Planning Commission: 1st Wed. @ 7 PM 

Supervisors/Planning Commission  
Work Session: 3rd Thurs. @ 7 PM 

Environmental Advisory Council:   
2nd Thurs. @ 7:30 PM 

Open Space Committee: 
1st Tuesday @7:30PM 
Historic Commission:  

3rd Tuesday @ 7:30 PM 
 

Durham Township:  
www.durhamtownship.org 

610-346-8911 
215 Old Furnace Road 

 
Supervisors: 2nd Tuesday @ 7:30 PM 

Planning Commission:  
1st Tues. @ 7:30 PM 

EAC: 3rd Tues. @ 7:30 PM 
 
 

Lower Saucon: 
www.lowersaucontownship.org 

610-865-3291 
3700 Old Philadelphia Pike 

Council: 1st and 3rd Wed. @ 7 PM 
Planning Commission:  

3rd Thurs. @ 7 PM 
EAC: 1st Tues. @ 7 PM 

 
Williams Township:  
www.williamstwp.org  

610-258-6060 
655 Cider Press Road 

 
Supervisors: 2nd Wed. @ 7 PM 

Planning Commission: 3rd Wed. @ 7 PM 
Land Preservation Board:  

3rd Mon. @ 7 PM 
 

Richland Township: 
www.richlandtownship.org 

215-536-4066 
1328 California Road 

 
Supervisors: 2nd and 4th Mon. @ 7 PM 

   Planning Commission: 3rd Tues. @ 7 PM 
Preservation Board: 2nd Thurs. @ 7 PM 
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If you hold precious the beauty that surrounds us in the Cooks Creek Watershed area and would like to be actively involved in its preserva-
tion, then consider joining our association as a member.   Reach out to your community!  We would love to hear from you! Please drop us 

a line at info@cookscreekpa.org   

CCWA is a 501 ( c ) (3) non-profit organization.   

Cooks Creek Watershed Association 
P.O. Box 45 

Springtown, PA  18081 

www.cookscreekpa.org 

Please Join Us… Cooks Creek Watershed Association-Membership Form  

All of us who reside in 

the area enjoy the beau-

ty of Cooks Creek.  

Those of us who are for-

tunate enough to live 

here are dependent up-

on this watershed not 

only for the beauty of 

the creek but our wells, 

the wetlands, the wild-

flowers and all of the 

beautiful landscapes in 

our townships.  

 It’s up to all of us to 

protect this treasure. 

The Cooks Creek Water-

shed Association asks 

that you become a mem-

ber and help in the task 

of protecting this special 

resource. 

Name:  ___________________________________________________________________ 

Other household members: _______________________________________________ 

Address:  _________________________________________________________________ 

Phone: ______________________ E-mail: _____________________________________ 

Interests: (circle) 

Newsletter Website  Roadside Cleanup  Event Planning 

Membership Fundraising Stream Studies      Wherever I’m Needed 

Individual Membership Fee:     $ 15.00 per year            _____________  

Family Membership Fee:        $ 25.00  per year            _____________ 

Student Membership Fee:  $ 10.00  per year _____________ 

Donation: to legal defense fund:    _____________                              

Total:                                                

Please detach and mail to Cooks Creek Watershed Association , (CCWA)  

 P.O. Box 45, Springtown, PA  18081.     THANK YOU ! 

Checks can be made payable to Cooks Creek Watershed Association. 

CCWA is a 501 ( c ) (3) non-profit organization.  

 

Find us on Facebook 


