
 
“To protect, preserve and improve the quality of water, land and life in the Cooks Creek Watershed” 

2015 Events 
Regular Board Meetings:  

Springtown Fire House- 7:30PM         

Nov.19, Dec.17        

All are welcome! We appreciate your 

involvement! 

 

See back for details! 

Cooks Current 

From Across the Board... 

Cooks Current is a publica-

tion of the Cooks Creek 

Watershed Association. 

 

Board Members: 
President: W. Scott Douglas 
 
Vice President: Hans Reimann 
 
Treasurer: Jim Orben  
 
Communications Director/ 
Recording Secretary/Editor:  
Lois Oleksa 
 
Marketing and Public Rela-
tions: Rose Strong 
 
Additional Members: 
Stephen Smith, MD 
 
Layout & Graphic Design:   
Ellie Scheitrum 
 

Volume 12, Issue 4 Newsletter  o f  the Cooks Creek Watershed Fall 2015 

We’re on the web! 
www.cookscreekpa.org 

Special Events 

Nov 14, Fall Clean-Up 

Last night I attended a 
packed hall in Durham 
Township and listened to 
Jordan Yeager from Cur-
tin & Heefner present to 
the Durham Planning 
Commission and EAC 
and others his views on 
regulation of oil and gas 
exploration and pipelines 
in the post-Act 13 era.  It 
was good to see folks en-
gaged on this important 
topic.  Concern regarding 
environmental impact, 
property value, traffic, 
quality of life and safety 
was raised in various 
forms.  I took away a few 
key points that we should 
all keep in mind.  First of 
all, neither FERC nor the 
PADEP are going to keep 
us from being harmed.  If 
the requests are legal, the 
permits will be granted, 
regardless of the impacts.  
Second, the Common-
wealth is not going to al-
low us to ban oil and gas 
exploration or its associ-
ated infrastructure.  If we 
try, we are likely to be 
challenged and just as 
likely to lose.  And final-
ly, it is up to us to make 
sure that we have includ-
ed oil and gas extraction 
in our permitted uses for 
at least one of our zoning 
Districts.  If we don’t, we 

are subject to having it be 
ruled permissible in EVE-
RY District.   And we 
cannot rest easy just be-
cause there is not any oil 
or gas in our particular 
Township.  The infra-
structure (including pipe-
line gas compression sta-
tions), waste water treat-
ment, or water extraction 
from those activities can 
still be placed here, and 
must be regulated by us 
or it won’t be regulated at 
all.  Oh, and compression 
stations are the size and 
appearance of electric 

substations, what 
amounts to a gray, factory
-like, blight on the land-
scape.  Trick or Treat!  
CCWA has applied to 
FERC for intervener sta-
tus.  We encourage you to 
do so as well, there is no 
financial or legal reason 
not to, it’s free and it’s 
easy.  Go to 
www.stoppenneast.org 
for information on how to 
do this. 

 

Howard B. Eskin    Photo by Jim Orben 

(Continued to page 3) 
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This newsletter should arrive sometime in late Octo-
ber, so in honor of Halloween, I’ve opted to discuss 
some of the scarier fauna you may have lodging in 
your home; the camel cricket, the house centipede 
and the brown recluse spider.  Only one of these, the 
camel cricket is actually endemic to Pennsylvania.  
Both the house centipede and the brown recluse are 
not only imported, but actually cannot survive the 
Pennsylvania winter outside of your warm and cozy 
abode. 

 

 

The least scary 
of these in-
vaders is the 
camel cricket.  
There are many 
representatives 
of the family 
Rhaphidophori-
dae in Pennsyl-

vania, living in many different habitats.  Regardless 
of the species, the camel, camelback, or spider crick-
et is often mistaken for something other than the 
harmless creature that it is because it is large, brown, 
has many legs and will often jump toward a threat, 
rather than away.  They live in or under dark moist 
things, eating fungi, fabric and other detritus, even 
cardboard.  I usually see them in my wood piles, but 
since many basements in our area are either stone or 
wet, or both, most houses have some.  Their legs are 
longer than most crickets (all the better to jump), and 
their antennae are actually longer than the rest of 
their bodies (all the better to smell), so when they 
jump at you in the dark confines of the basement, 
laundry room or wellhouse, it can seem like you are 
being attacked by a large jumping spider.  This can 
elicit a gasp, or a scream, from even an experienced 
nature-lover.  These crickets do not chirp, so you 
might not even know you have them, until you sur-
prise them in their dark, moist hidey-holes. 

 

Our second invader is the house centipede, Scutigera 
coleoptrata.  These guys run like the wind on their 
15 pairs of long legs, and they have antennae longer 
than their bodies too, making their 1 to 1.25 inch 
bodies seem like 3-4 inches.  The first time I saw one 
of these in my apartment, I was certainly startled and 
concerned when I could not figure out where it went 
after its lightning fast trip across my living room.  I 
did my research and found out that while they are 
not the most attractive house guest, they are actually 
really good at keeping other pests, including cock-
roaches, crickets and spiders at bay.  These guys like 
moist damp places too, and typically hang out in the 
basement, or under the sink until nighttime when 
they go out hunting.  I was told by a friend that they 
can deliver a nasty bite, but I found out that this is 

not actually true.  
While they are 
venomous, the 
venom is not de-
livered by the 
mandibles, it is 
delivered by 
modified legs, 
and the stingers 
cannot penetrate 
human skin very 
well.  If they do 
sting you, it is no 
worse than a bee 
sting, and there 
are no long last-
ing effects.  
House centipedes 

are originally from the Mediterranean, and cannot 
survive the winter outside in PA, but will stay and 
reproduce in your house as long as there is a good 
food source (other invertebrates).   

 

The last unwelcome invader is the brown recluse spi-
der, Loxosceles reclusa.  This is probably one of the 
most misunderstood spiders in a not so well under-
stood group.  The brown recluse is a small non-
descript brown arachnid, a little bigger than a quarter 
with legs splayed.  It has only six eyes, rather than 
the usual eight and is covered with fine brown hairs.  
If you get close enough, you can sometimes see a 
violin shaped marking on its cephalothorax.   It is 
not aggressive, and likes to hide in dry, dark places, 
particularly cardboard boxes.  In fact, this spider’s 
predilection for 
cardboard boxes 

Creature Feature:  Scary Houseguests 
Number 35 in a series on the fauna of the Water-
shed.    By: W. Scott Douglas 

(Continued to page 3) 
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On a lighter note, our annual fall fellowship dinner at the Rod and Gun Club was attended by 35-40 people.  
The food was great, the company and conversation excellent, and our speaker knocked it out of the 
park….again.  Many thanks to Howard B. Eskin for his humorous presentation and spectacular photographs 
of birds.  I’ve been birding for quite some time, and was pleased to see so many photos of birds that I don’t 
have on my life list that could be found in our area.  One of the sites is the Oberly Road refuge, across the 
bridge from Riegelsville, which I hope to visit soon.  We also had a successful silent auction, with some cool 
items donated by local businesses.  Our speaker donated some of his photographs and I snapped up a few 
myself! 

In closing, I must say that we could really use some new players on the Board.  We need a Membership 
chair, the duty is not particularly onerous, and it would be great to get your ideas into the mix.  If you are in-
terested in getting more involved, please come to one of our Board meetings, which are usually the 4th Thurs-
day of the month, at 7:30 at the Firehouse in Springtown. 

Yours in conservation 

W. Scott Douglas 

President 

is how it gets transported to Penn-
sylvania from its native haunts in 
the southern Midwest.  The recluse, 
as you might expect from its name, 
is rarely seen unless disturbed, and 
hunts only at night.  Like the house 
centipede, it hunts for other house-
hold invertebrates like crickets, 
cockroaches and other spiders.  De-
spite its reputation, its fangs are 
very tiny, and most people are bit-
ten when they squeeze the animal 
close to their skin by either putting 
on clothes or shoes in which the an-
imal has hidden or by rolling over 
on them in their sleep.  Recluse ven-
om is hemotoxic, and can cause 
skin lesions or more serious necrot-
ic sores in sensitive individuals.   In 
some rare cases, more systemic re-
actions can occur, up to and includ-
ing death.  Like the centipede, the 

brown recluse cannot survive our win-
ters outside.         

How do you rid your home of these un-

wanted house guests?  The best solution 

is prevention, cleaning up clutter inside 

and close to the house, and by closing 

up holes in foundations and crawlspac-

es.  However, once these creatures in-

vade, they can be very hard to eradicate.  

Sticky traps are a good non-chemical 

solution, but more than likely this will 

only tell you where they are hunting, 

and will not do much to limit their pop-

ulation.  Best to learn about them, and 

realize that they are not “out to get 

you”.  Many people never even know 

they share their home with these scary 

creatures. 

(Continued from page 2) 

Across the Board (Continued from page 1) 
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Annual Dinner and Silent Auction 

By: Rose Strong 

The annual Cooks Creek Watershed Association’s 
Potluck and Silent Auction on October 3, was well 
received and lots of fun as old friends had a chance 
to catch up and new friends took time to get to 
know one another. 

Our featured speaker, Howard B. Eskin, a member 
of the Bucks County Birders, an avid bird photogra-
pher and a recent Cornell University graduate with a 
Master's degree in ornithology, gave a rousing pro-
gram with stunning photographic examples of shore 
birds, waders and raptors along with some great tid-
bits on birds. 

Did you know… 
…In the last 15 years, 63 species of birds have be-
come extinct due to habitat loss and climate chang-
es? 
…The reason why Turkey Vultures and Black Vul-
tures don’t have feathers on their head is because 
they eat carrion by pushing their heads into the 
body cavity and if they had feathers they’d never be 
clean? 
…A vulture can soar for eight miles in the sky with 
a single wing flap? 
…That a flock of birds who lift off for flight or do 
swooping flight patterns in a flock can see seven 
birds around them at once, as they do so to prevent 
them from running into one another as they fly? 
He also told us about a Great Egret and a Spoonbill 
that he saw and wondered why they were together, 
but watched them for a few hours and realized the 
egret was acting as the parent and the spoonbill the 
youngster. 

“You people are doing vital work. Keeping the eco-
system safe and clean is important work and birds 
are one of the beacons to the health of our world." 
 
Howard told the story of miners taking domesticat-
ed canaries into the mines with them long before 
there were respirators. "If the canary died, they 
knew there were toxic gases in the mine and they 
had to get out. Today, all birds are our canaries. The 
metaphor may be old, but the meaning is the 
same.”  
 
If you are interested in being part of the Bucks 

County Birders, you can join their Yahoo group 
at www.groups.yahoo.com, register and look for the 
group itself. Howard posts photos there on a regular 
basis. There is also a Facebook page for the group 
as well.  
 
For seeing additional photos from Howard B. Eskin, 
check out http://www.howardsview.com/!
BirdWebpageIndex/BirdWebpageIndex.html 
 
 
  

 
 
 
 

THANK YOU 
 
We would like to thank Howard B. Eskin and all the 
businesses that donated to our Silent Auction this 
year. The money raised helps us to continue our 
work to preserve the exceptional value Cooks Creek 
Watershed through education, outreach, and partic-
ipating on local municipal and community commit-
tees through hands-on work and in an advisory ca-
pacity. 
 
 
Allentown Art Museum 

 Becky's Drive-In 
 Bucks County River Country 
 Chanticleer 

 
 Durham Preserves and Goat Cheese from Lois     
and David Oleksa 

 Eastern State Penitentiary 
 Lehigh Valley Sporting Clays 

 
 

Civic Theater of Allentown 

County Theater 

Longwood Gardens 

OWowCow 

Riegelsville Inn 

Steel Ice Center 

Village Center Automotive 

Zoellner Arts Center 

http://www.howardsview.com/!BirdWebpageIndex/BirdWebpageIndex.html
http://www.howardsview.com/!BirdWebpageIndex/BirdWebpageIndex.html


Green Tip #32: My Effort to Use Fewer Plastic Bags 

By: Sarah Douglas 

Plastic bags are so heavily used in our society, but the negative environmental impacts of plastic bags on 
the environment are endless. During the hundreds of years that plastic bags are in the process of degrad-
ing, they pose a serious risk to animals who mistake the bits of plastic for food, litter the environment and 
require government funds for proper disposal, release harmful greenhouse gases into the atmosphere, and 
much more. 

 

This may seem like a bleak outlook, but there are several ways that we, as inhabitants of this earth, can 
reduce our plastic bag usage. Personally, I have adopted a few simple habits to reduce the number of 
plastic bags I use and ways to reuse bags when I do have to use them. 

Reduce: Purchase reusable bags (they are sold at almost every grocery store for only a dollar or two). 

-Some counties are actually starting to charge customers a small fee for using plastic bags. 
So being sustainable can actually save you money over time! 

-Reusable bags are much sturdier and easier to carry around than flimsy plastic bags. 

Reduce: Skip the bag at convenience stores! 

-Often I will stop at a gas station or small convenience store to pick up a small snack or drink 
and the cashier will almost always try to give me a plastic bag. I make an effort to say 
that I do not need a bag, in order to reduce this unnecessary waste. 

Reusing and Recycling: When I do use a plastic bag 

 -I save all of my plastic bags in a bin under my bed and use them as liners for my trash cans 
instead of using a regular trash bag and wasting even more plastic.  

 

When my supply of plastic bags becomes over-
whelming, I take them to a local grocery store 
where they properly recycle plastic bags. The re-
cycling bins are usually located near the entrance 
to the store. 

 

Making these, and other simple changes can really 
have a great impact on the amount of plastic bags 
that enter the waste system. Start out with one or 
two things and challenge yourself to reduce your 
personal impact on the environment.  
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By: Lois and David Oleksa 

Mushrooms exist in many different forms. Some have stems with caps, others are molds and mildews, and 
still others are like shelves on wood. When you see a mushroom, you are looking at the fruiting body of a 
certain fungus. The fungal organism is called a mycelium which is made up of hyphae – chains of fungal 
cells. 

The mycelium hides itself in dead wood or soil, digesting organic matter.  When the right combination of 
heat, humidity and day length come together, the mycelium begins new hyphae which will pop up as a 
mushroom. Most, but not all, fungi will produce mushrooms. The mushrooms will then produce spores 
located on the gills or in the pores under the caps. 

When you see mushrooms up on your lawn or in the woods, they’re there to disperse their spores. Spores, 
unlike seeds, have little food stored in them. This makes them light so wind can do the job of dispersing 
them. Mycologists, scientists that study mushrooms, think spores are so light that they can cross the At-
lantic and Pacific Oceans on the wind. 

Spores are tiny – microscopes are used to see them and check out their size, color and shape. By using 
microscopes, mushrooms can be accurately identified. The color of spores can also be seen by making a 
spore print. Just lay a mushroom cap (gill side down) on a piece of paper for a few hours and check out 
the patterned dusting. Some of these look like pieces of art but the color of the spores can also be used to 
help identify the type of mushroom being examined.  

See Children’s Backyard Activity: Making a Mushroom Spore Print. 

Some fungi use animals to spread their spores. Truffles (which are used by chefs) give off an odor that 
causes certain animals like pigs and dogs to dig up the fungus and disperse the spores. Other fungi (like 
the stinkhorns) smell like rotten meat and the flies that are attracted pick up the sticky spores on their legs 
and move them to new locations. Some mushrooms glow in the dark (called luminescence). They attract 
insects which again move the spores to new places. 

When spores land, they can’t move on their own. Sometimes they just stay where they land for up to 20 
years until the conditions become right for them to germinate. Well, they don’t actually germinate; the 
spores are more like pollen, as the spores still need to mate before they can multiply.  

The number of spores a mushroom produces is awesome. One medium sized mushroom with a cap 3 to 4 
inches across can produce 100 million spores each hour. Taking 2,500 average spores and line them up 
end-to-end, and you’d have a line one inch long. 

Some additional interesting facts about fungus – 

You have probably eaten fungus today. The yeast that makes bread rise is a fungus. 

The fungus which caused Ireland’s 1845 potato famine caused thousands of people to starve to death 
and many more thousands to immigrate to the United States. 

If you’ve been sick and taken an antibiotic, you’ve been helped by a fungus. Penicillin was created 
from a type of fungus called mold. 

These are all reasons why fungi, mushrooms and their spores are so interesting to study. 

 

 

Children’s Backyard: Mushrooms and Spore Prints  

(Continued on page 7) 
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3. White mushroom spores on the darker paper. 

  

2. Place the mushroom caps without their stems on 

both dark and light colored paper. 

1. Variety of mushrooms. Look at their under-

side. Some have gills and others have pores. 

(Continued from page 6) 

4. Black mushroom spores on white or light colored 

paper. 

5. Feature the mushroom spores 

on a card. Lightly spray the card 

with hair spray to set the spores. 
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Update from PEACE (Pennsylvania Environmental Action Committee Educators) 

By:  Tia and Jaycee Venini, Ethan and Bella Waits, Addy Russell, Chloe Sullivan 
 
Pennsylvania Environmental Action Committee Educators (PEACE) had our first official  
meeting on Sept. 18th in Riegelsville at the Durham Cafe. Seventeen kids and eleven adults  
attended the meeting. It was very productive to collaborate with all the kids and adults creating  
this meaningful organization. We watched an inspirational video from The Earth Guardians (a  
national environmental youth group) and our power point presentation. One of our leaders Sam  
Koplinka-Loehr from the Philadelphia Clean Air Council (CAC) talked us through the  
presentation and explained a lot of the information. Then we talked about things that could use  
adjustments on the slide show and the groups or organizations that we could present this to. It  
was very exciting to see all the kids asking lots of questions and working out the format together  
as we're all learning about this subject.  We also had art design going on for our sign and banner  
collection.  We created our logo, which is being processed through a graphic art program and  
will be digital soon.  We created an Instagram account at Instagram.com/peace.youth, and decided we need a  
Twitter and Facebook as well. Those are in the process and will be all on the website shortly.  
We'll plan monthly meetings to organize our events and work on the website. 
  
-The Billboard is up!! Check it out on Route 611 North and Kintner Hill Rd.  The picture takes place in our 
very special Cooks Creek off of Rattlesnake Rd. in Durham. We are deeply appreciative to our community 
for sponsoring this powerful message to the public.  
 
-On Oct. 7th two kids from Peace-Youth got a special invite to join actor and activist Mark Ruffalo and other 
Frackavists as they delivered a petition calling for an immediate moratorium on Fracking to Governor Wolf. 
It was so inspiring and we are grateful for Mark Ruffalo's use of his star power to attract the media and help 
shine the spotlight on the people who are being ignored by our government and our media!  It was an inspir-
ing day and awesome to see our beautiful "Protect Our Water" banner in the background on the capitol steps! 
 
- On Oct. 10th PEACE had a booth at Durham Day. It was great to share our information, artwork and music 
with the community. We worked on our latest banner DIVEST/INVEST and made lots of new smaller signs. 
We also practiced our "Down by the River" song with the group.  We gave out "Stop the Pipeline" signs and 
magnets as we connected with many great people interested in our mission. It was a wonderful day and good 
opportunity for PEACE to be together creating and spreading awareness through art and music.   
   
Look for our upcoming events on our website: peace-youth.org  

    

Billboard Peace Group 
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The March across the River, Saturday, August 22, 2015 

By: Debbie Orben and photo by Jim Orben 

 

I have often crossed this river before, but on Saturday, the Delaware seemed even more precious, wild, and wonderful.  I 
was joined by over 400 people of all ages who came together to envision a different future.  We were there to say “NO” to 
the PennEast pipeline and to say “YES” to a future based on conservation and renewable energy. 

 

Crossing the river together, holding banners, and chanting slogans, I met people from both New Jersey and Pennsylvania 
who have decided that not only do they not want more gas pipelines in their backyards, they do not want them anywhere. 
We symbolized the large number of communities on both sides of the river who have come together to protect forests, 
farmlands, and open spaces from an unneeded and unnecessary pipeline.  If we could vote on the pipeline it would never 
be built.  People are beginning to understand that building costly pipelines is unnecessary and destructive.  Spending mon-
ey on outdated, carbon based energy sources does not make sense, especially when it threatens our clean drinking water. 

 

Water is our most valuable and irreplaceable renewable resource. Water is our life source.  We drink it and it sustains the 
natural world and the food we depend on.  In the Delaware Water basin we are still drinking the same water the dinosaurs 
drank, the same water the native Lenape people cherished, and the same water that flowed when George Washington 
crossed the Delaware.  Our wells still flow deep, clear, and clean.  May it always be so.   Join us in saying “NO” to Pen-
nEast.  Join us by saying “YES” to conservation and renewable energy.  It is the safest pipeline to a more sustainable fu-
ture and to a better life for our children. 
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 Back to the Past: Mining for Ocher 

A column highlighting the natural history of the Watershed 

By: David Oleksa 

 

Many people are aware of the mining that went on in the Durham Valley during the 18th 
and 19th centuries. Most people think that iron ore was the only thing mined to be pro-
cessed at the Durham Furnace. However, there was additional mining done here that was 
not part of the iron making industry. Not many people are aware of the ocher deposits 
that were found in this area. What is “ocher” you may ask? Well, “ocher” refers to sever-
al forms of iron oxide that combines with clay to form a mineral existing in many parts of 
the world. Not many places, however, have enough of the mineral to make it worth min-
ing commercially. 

 

Other names for this mineral are hematite, limonite, red ocher and yellow ocher. The 
word “ocher” can also be spelled as “ochre”. A major use of this mineral was associated 
with human burials. The site at Paviland Cave in the United Kingdom showed evidence 
of a burial taking place about 23,500 years ago that made excessive use of red ocher, so 
much so that the body was named the “Red Lady”. The Mayans, in Mexico, also made 
use of this substance about the same time as is evidenced by another “Red Lady” which 
was discovered at the historical site of Copan. 

 

An earlier use of the mineral was as a primitive pigment that early man used for a “paint” 
on the walls of his or her cave homes. There are fine examples of this in East Africa and 
in Zambia where carbon dating has dated the art work back to 300,000 years ago. In addi-
tion, ocher was also combined with a starchy plant resin to assist in attaching stone tools 
(like spear and arrow heads) to wooden shafts. The uses of the ocher found in Durham 
were not involved in cave art or burials or constructing stone weapons.  Instead, our 18th 
and 19th century residents knew that properly prepared, ocher could be used as a pigment 
to be added to the paint of the time and could also be used in the production of paper (to 
give it a proper “finish”).  

 

The process used in making ocher into a saleable commodity is quite involved. The raw 
ocher was crushed and then ground into a fine powder between a series of wooden log 
rollers. The powdered ocher was then often combined with water to make a paste which 
was dried and powdered into an even finer condition. Then the material was placed into 
barrels and shipped to paint or paper manufacturers. There is no evidence to show that 
ocher mills were located in our area and because of the specialized equipment involved, 
Durham ocher was probably mined here and then sent 
to other locations to be milled. There the mineral was  ( Continued to page 11 
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finished and further processing could take place. For example, the powder could be 
subjected to heat and the resulting pigment was called “burnt umber”. Another process 
led to the production of a pigment resulting in the color “sienna”. 

 

The Durham area is at the very most eastern tip of the Pennsylvania ocher producing 
region which stretches from here to the city of Reading. During the 19th century, 
Georgia, Pennsylvania, Vermont, and California were the major producers of ocher in 
the United States with Georgia and Pennsylvania accounting for 90% of the produc-
tion. In Pennsylvania, the best ocher was found in the Topton-Alburtis area with some 
of the mines extending nearly 300 feet into the earth. Here in Durham, it appears that 
the ocher was found near the surface and open pit mines were used to gather the min-
eral. You can still see evidence of the mines, although they are considerably over-
grown with trees and other vegetation. Looking carefully, there are trace deposits of 
ocher which can still be found. 

 

(Continued from page 10) 

 

 

Pieces of Ochre  Photo  by: Lois Oleksa 
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Cooks Creek Riparian Buffer at Travelda Farm 
By: Joe Mihok from Bucks County Trout Unlimited 
 
To everyone who helped with the tree planting at Travelda Farm: 
  
I stopped by the project site a few days ago and I thought you might like to see how the project has pro-
gressed; some photos are attached.  The original planting was in 2010 (you can see photos of what it 
looked like then and the year after planting at the Bucks County Trout Unlimited web-
site, www.buckstu.org).  We had lost about 20 trees to vole damage and other causes (of about 70 trees 
planted), we replaced those trees last fall and almost all have survived.  As you can see in the attached 
photos we now have trees 15 to 20 feet tall (recall that the tree protection tubes are 5 feet tall) and also de-
cent success with the wildflowers that were planted.  Thanks to all of you for helping to protect Cooks 
Creek. 

  
  

http://www.buckstu.org/


PAGE 13 VOLUME 12,  ISSUE 4  

 

 
 

 

There Be Animals Here! 
By: Jim Orben 

 

 

 

This week my wife and I were walking along the 
road and met our neighbor who was out walking 
his dog.  He asked, “Have you seen any bears?”  It 
seems that his wife had scared a bruin off their 
back porch when she opened the door.  She found 
the bird feeder on the floor, broken and empty.  

This ursine visit followed an opossum that had been there earlier too, cleaning up the dropped bird food.  
He also told us that two raccoons had been in their kitchen.  How that happened he didn’t say, but I think 
that there must be a cat door in that story somewhere.  I thought his animal tales were over and I nearly 
said good-bye when he started up again.  He told of a family of foxes under his barn in the woods and 
how cute the babies were as they grew up this summer. 

 

After that I couldn’t not tell my tale of the yearling black bear that crossed the road only a few hundred 
feet in front of me as I rode my bicycle toward Durham early one morning in September.  This creature 
was magnificent.  It looked about four feet tall as it trotted across the road.  It was lean and could easily 
run faster than I could possibly ride my bicycle, even in fear.  It was not interested in me, luckily, but was 
headed toward Cooks Creek, maybe for a drink and some fishing.  I bent down and scratched the dogs 
head, said good-bye and we all walked on.  Since then I have seen a fox twice, both times in my head-
lights as I drove in my driveway.  The first time I saw the whole creature and the second time just the tail 
as she disappeared into the spice bushes. 

 

In the spring this year we saw an indigo bunting.  This is rare for us and happens only once in five years, 
or so.  What is really unusual is that in early September I saw an indigo bunting perched in a shrub near 
our house.  My wife was picking berries nearby and also saw it.  We then saw and heard at least ten more 
indigo buntings as they perched and flew about in our yard.  We were very lucky to have this small flock 
pay us a visit on their journey south for the winter. 

 

I could go on and on.  There are lots of animals here.  There are turkeys 
and vultures.  There are squirrels, chipmunks, and lots of field mice.  
There are deer.  We have insects too, good, bad and beautiful.  We wish 
we had more bats.  I could go on and on.  This is a good thing.  We have 
diversity.  We could use more predators.  Sometimes on a quiet night I can 
hear coyotes.  The Cooks Creek Watershed has open space for people and 
for animals, but mostly for animals. 
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Trading, a Tribute to Dr. Seuss  
 

Five cents for a nickel, 

two nickels for a dime, 

they are fair trades  

we were told 

once upon a time. 

Now trading has taken on a new face, 

 

flipping coins in the air 

in a smooth, rapid, 

unreliable pace. 

No one is sure where they will land, 

what is fair, 

or where we stand. 

 

A pipeline for a forest, 

sure that’s a go, 

but some natural gas for 

my clear water, 

I’m not sure that’s so. 

Well if it wasn’t for the fracking 

and the water we are lacking, 

would I even stop to wonder 

if something was asunder. 

Still I am reminded 

about that carbon gas, 

the warnings of the scientists 

and changes that will last. 

 

We are not a foolish people 

trading as we do, 

today for tomorrow, 

 

 

dreams for dollars,      

me for you. 

We bide our time, 

trading our open space 

for broken promises. 

All is well and all is fair, 

the gas must flow to 

everywhere. 

 

The Gulf has lost both fish and birds 

and we might lose some flowers, 

But the pipelines will be strong and fine, 

they will go on for hours. 

We get to spend, we get to take, 

trading for the losses 

discarded in our wake. 

 

The woodpecker left without his tree, 

The water that we cannot see, 

The turtle sitting on his log, 

The oil lifting up the smog, 

We trade and exchange 

what little is left. 

Proud of our role 

and our success. 

But a trade is a trade 

whether fair or not. 

What is left 

is all we’ve got. 

 Debra Orben      April 17, 2015 
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Cooks Creek at Community Day at Springfield September 26th 

 

 

Cooks Creek Watershed Association members demonstrating  our groundwater mod-

el showing how easily the groundwater can be contaminated.  Photo by : Jim Orben 

 

Cooks Creek at Community Day at Durham October 10th 

Groundwater model shown above.  Photo by: Stacy La Mell 
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Durham Township Recycling Center 
 
Location: Municipal Building, 215 Old Furnace Rd, 
Durham 

1st Saturday of every month ( 2nd Saturday if 1st Saturday 
is on a holiday weekend) 

Hours: 8:00AM – 12:00 noon,1:00PM-4:00PM, (call ahead) 

Accepting newspapers, magazines, junk mail, phone 
books, glass, tin, plastic, aluminum and cardboard, and 
CFL bulbs, rechargeable batteries (during office hours). 

Please note that this facility is available to all, not just 
Durham Township residents! 

Contact Joe Kulick at the township building for more  
info. 610-346-8911 

Springfield Township 

Location: Township Building, 2320 Township Road 

Paper Recycling Bin Available at Township Building. 

 A Recycling bin was recently placed here and is availa-
ble to anyone.  Cut down on trash and help the township 
earn extra money.  You can drop off: Magazines, Shop-
ping Catalogs, Phone Books, Newspapers, Office and 
School Papers, Mail. 

Please do NOT include: Plastic, glass, metal, trash 

Hours: Anytime ; See website: www.springfieldbucks.org  

or call (610) 346-6700. 
 
Blinderman & Son 

Location: 1320 Whitaker St, Hellertown. 610-838-9221 

Hours:  
7:30AM – 4:00 PM,  Monday – Friday  

7:30 AM – 11:30AM,   Saturday 

Accepting cardboard and most metals 

City of Bethlehem Theis/Cornfeld Recycling Center 
Web site: www.bethlehem-
pa.gov/recycle/services/theis_cornfeld.htm 

Location: 635 Illick’s Mill Rd, Bethlehem  

Phone: 610-865-7082 Hours:Weekdays: 10 AM to 4 PM,  
Saturday  9 AM to 4 PM,  Sunday 11AM to 4 PM 

Accepting glass, cans, plastics, newspapers, all books, 

magazines, catalogs, cardboard, mixed office paper, 
metals, textiles (clothing, shoes, etc.), large appliances 
(certified freon-free). Call or go to the web site for 
specifics. 

Bonus!! They provide FREE on site shredding ser -
vices for businesses and private individuals. If you 
have 4 or more boxes, call 610-865-7082 to schedule 
an appointment. 

City of Bethlehem Compost Center 
 
Location:  1480 Schoenersville Rd., Bethlehem 

Non-Bethlehem residents are not allowed to drop off 
materials at the composting center but the mulch and 
compost is available for free to anyone if loading ser-
vices are not needed. They actually produce much 
more than what they can distribute, so they encourage 
anyone to take as much as they would like! Loading 
services are provided for a fee of  $10/cubic yard in 
the spring and fall. Call 610-856-7082 for hours. 

 

 

 

Recycle! 
Local Recycling Information 
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Springfield Township:  

www.springfieldbucks.org 
610-346-6700 

2320 Township Road 
 

Supervisors: 2nd Tuesday @ 7:30 PM 
Planning Commission: 1st Wed. @ 7 PM 

Supervisors/Planning Commission  
Work Session: 3rd Thurs. @ 7 PM 

Environmental Advisory Council:   
2nd Thurs. @ 7:30 PM 

Open Space Committee: 
1st Tuesday @7:30PM 
Historic Commission:  

3rd Tuesday @ 7:30 PM 
 

Durham Township:  
www.durhamtownship.org 

610-346-8911 
215 Old Furnace Road 

 
Supervisors: 2nd Tuesday @ 7:30 PM 

Planning Commission:  
1st Tues. @ 7:30 PM 

EAC: 3rd Tues. @ 7:30 PM 
 
 
 

Schedules of Local  

Government Meetings 

 

 

 

 

 

Lower Saucon: 
www.lowersaucontownship.org 

610-865-3291 
3700 Old Philadelphia Pike 

Council: 1st and 3rd Wed. @ 7 PM 
Planning Commission:  

3rd Thurs. @ 7 PM 
EAC: 1st Tues. @ 7 PM 

 
Williams Township:  
www.williamstwp.org  

610-258-6060 
655 Cider Press Road 

 
Supervisors: 2nd Wed. @ 7 PM 

Planning Commission: 3rd Wed. @ 7 PM 
Land Preservation Board:  

3rd Mon. @ 7 PM 
 

Richland Township: 
www.richlandtownship.org 

215-536-4066 
1328 California Road 

 
Supervisors: 2nd and 4th Mon. @ 7 PM 

   Planning Commission: 3rd Tues. @ 7 PM 
Preservation Board: 2nd Thurs. @ 7 PM 

 

Steamboat weekend on Nockamixon….a fall tradition 
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If you hold precious the beauty that surrounds us in the Cooks Creek Watershed area and would like to be actively involved in its preserva-
tion, then consider joining our association as a member.   Reach out to your community!  We would love to hear from you! Please drop us 

a line at info@cookscreekpa.org   

CCWA is a 501 ( c ) (3) non-profit organization.   

Cooks Creek Watershed Association 

P.O. Box 45 

Springtown, PA  18081 

www.cookscreekpa.org 

Please Join Us… Cooks Creek Watershed Association-Membership Form  

All of us who reside in 

the area enjoy the beau-

ty of Cooks Creek.  

Those of us who are for-

tunate enough to live 

here are dependent up-

on this watershed not 

only for the beauty of 

the creek but our wells, 

the wetlands, the wild-

flowers and all of the 

beautiful landscapes in 

our townships.  

 It’s up to all of us to 

protect this treasure. 

The Cooks Creek Water-

shed Association asks 

that you become a mem-

ber and help in the task 

of protecting this special 

resource. 

Name:  ___________________________________________________________________ 

Other household members: _______________________________________________ 

Address:  _________________________________________________________________ 

Phone: ______________________ E-mail: _____________________________________ 

Interests: (circle) 

Newsletter Website  Roadside Cleanup  Event Planning 

Membership Fundraising Stream Studies      Wherever I’m Needed 

Individual Membership Fee:     $ 15.00 per year            _____________  

Family Membership Fee:        $ 25.00  per year            _____________ 

Student Membership Fee:  $ 10.00  per year _____________ 

Donation: to legal defense fund:    _____________                             

Total:                                                

Please detach and mail to Cooks Creek Watershed Association , (CCWA)  

 P.O. Box 45, Springtown, PA  18081.     THANK YOU ! 

Checks can be made payable to Cooks Creek Watershed Association. 

CCWA is a 501 ( c ) (3) non-profit organization.  

 

Find us on Facebook 


