
 
“To protect, preserve and improve the quality of water, land and life in the Cooks Creek Watershed” 

2011 Events 
Regular Board Meetings:  

Springtown Fire House- 7:30PM 

 May 26, June 23, July 28, Aug. 25, 
Sept. 22, Oct. 27, Nov.17, Dec.15   

All are welcome! We appreciate 
your involvement! 

Special Events: 

See back for details! 

Cooks Current 
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Watershed Association. 

 

Board Members: 
President:  

W. Scott Douglas 

Vice President:  

Hans Reimann 

Treasurer:  

Jim Orban 

Communications Director:  
Recording Secretary/Editor:  

Lois Oleksa 

Additional Members: 

Siobhan Royack 

Stephen Smith, MD 

Pat Raynock 

Layout & Graphic Design:  

Ellie Scheitrum 

Volume 8, Issue 1 Newsletter  o f  the Cooks Creek Watershed Spring 2011 

We’re on the web! 
www.cookscreekpa.org 

Bloodroot welcomes spring 

May 7- Annual Meeting 
June 18- Mini Monster Mayhem 
July 16-2nd Annual Invasive Plant   
Workshop 
Oct. 1- Fall Dinner 
Nov. 12- Fall Clean Up 

Spring may not seem to 

want to come this year, 

but it’s been a boon to 

the watershed.  Surface 

and groundwater levels 

are way up, and hope-

fully this means that 

we’ll make it through 

the summer months 

with more water in the 

creek.  This should help 

reduce the number of 

days when tempera-

tures exceed the healthy 

trout limit of 18.8C.  

We’ll be monitoring tem-

perature all around the 

watershed this year and 

give you a report com-

paring this year with 

last. 

Despite the cold temper-

atures, our intrepid 

members have been out 

and about doing their 

usual spring duties.  

Our annual spring road-

side cleanup was a re-

sounding success as 

usual.  Although turn-

out was down this year 

from previous years, we 

were still able to clean 

up 35 miles of roadway 

and fill up two Penn-

DOT dump trucks.  

Thanks again to our 

sponsors at PennDOT 

and the Springtown Fire  

 

Company, and to the 

Springfield Police De-

partment for providing 

safety patrols. 

Upcoming events in-

clude our annual visit to 

PALMS to celebrate 

Earth Day with the 

sixth graders, a rain 

barrel workshop (date 

TBD), and the ever-

popular Mini Monster 

Mayhem (June 18).  We 

will also be looking for 

volunteers to help with 

a stream culvert survey 

in partnership with 

Trout Unlimited (dates 

TBD).  The local TU 

chapter received a grant 

to evaluate the condi-

tion of culverts that car-

ry the stream under  

 

roadways and determine 

if they present an im-

pediment to normal 

movement of trout and 

other wildlife up and 

down the stream. 

On a less than happy 

note, we have received 

notice that PPL has ap-

plied to PADEP for a 

construction permit for 

a new high voltage pow-

er line in Richlandtown 

and Springfield along 

the pristine banks of the 

upper Tohickon Creek.  

While there are no plans 

to construct in our wa-

tershed, the proximity of 

the threat has prompted 

several Board members 

to actively  

(Continued on page 3) 



VOLUME 8,  I SSUE 1  PAGE 2 

Creature Feature: Crayfish (Cambarus spp.) 

This is the 17th installment of a series of articles on the 

fauna of  Cooks Creek. 

 

Perhaps one of the fondest memories of my child-

hood in VT is of summer afternoons wading and 

swimming in mountain streams to catch crayfish.  

One time my friends and I brought back several 

dozen and let them loose in the bathtub.  When I 

brought my Mom in to show off our prizes, I was 

surprised to find that one of the females had let 

her young loose and there were several dozen tiny 

baby crayfish in among the larger ones walking 

around in the tub.  Apparently the stress of our 

transfer caused her to let the youngsters run free.  

All of them were returned to the stream as best 

as we could, even though the little ones were 

pretty hard to catch.  Today, I still smile when 

the students at our Mini Monster Mayhem squeal 

and yell every time they catch a crayfish.  They 

remain, for kids, the most charismatic creatures 

in the stream. 

 

Crayfish are nearly ubiquitous throughout our 

region, although there is considerable variation in 

the types that are found depending on the water-

shed and elevation within the watershed.  All 

crayfish are Decapods, related to lobster and 

crabs.  Crayfish in Pennsylvania are members of 

one of three genera: Cambarus, Orconectes or Pro-

cambarus.  For eastern PA, there are two species 

that are typical for small cold creeks like Cooks, 

Cambarus bartonii and Cambarus robustus; but 

there may be others in the Watershed – especially 

if one looks in ponds and wetlands or in the lower 

reaches near the Delaware River.  Regardless of 

the species, all crayfish are omnivorous and scav-

engers, feeding on just about anything they can 

get their pinchers on while they walk about on 

the stream bottom.  They are in turn eaten by a 

large variety of animals including birds, fish, rep-

tiles and mammals – including humans.  Because 

of this they are often an important member of any 

stream ecosystem and for some, a keystone spe-

cies. 

 

Crayfish are very territorial, but they may live in 

great density in some streams.  To avoid their 

many predators, they live under rocks and logs in 

the stream, or create extensive burrow systems 

on the river banks and most are active only at 

night.  They are common in Cooks Creek, but not 

very abundant. I am not sure why this is exactly, 

but I do know that crayfish are not sensitive to 

water quality, but rather more sensitive to habi-

tat type, predation and availability of food.  To 

catch some crayfish, simply turn over rocks care-

fully in calmer parts of the stream and catch 

them with your hand, or place a seine in a riffle 

and jostle the rocks and sticks upstream for a mi-

nute or two.  If you are tempted to collect them 

for bait or to eat (crawfish etouffé anyone?), keep 

in mind that anyone over the age of 16 must have 

a PA fishing license.  There is a daily limit of 50 

crayfish per person. 

 

Not all crayfish are good residents; we do have 

two invasive species in Pennsylvania.  Because of 

its voracious appetite and rapid reproduction 

rate, the European Rusty crayfish (easily recog-

nized by its relatively large size and rusty spots 

on each side of the carapace) is persona non grata 

in our Watershed.  They are a common crayfish 

sold in bait stores.  If you spot any of these guys, 

please let me or the PA Fish and Boat Commis-

sion know about it right away. 

Creature Feature: Crayfish 
By: W. Scott Douglas 
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Earth Day Green Tip #14: 

Not everyone can afford to buy a hybrid car or put 

up solar panels, but there are a whole lot of little 

things that everyone can do.  If we all did these 

simple things, the reduction of human impact 

would be huge.  Resolve to work together to make 

a big reduction in 2011 with these ten easy steps: 

 

 Use reusable shopping bags 

 Turn off power “vampires” (devices that have those little LED lights) 

 Use reusable water bottles, and fill them from the tap 

 Buy local EVERYTHING as much as you can (not just produce) 

 Give things you no longer want or use away, rather than discard 

 Hang your laundry to dry, even if only towels and sheets 

 Bring your own chopsticks to the Chinese restaurant 

 Wash your car on the lawn rather than in the driveway 

 Water your plants in the evening 

 Don’t rinse your dishes before using the dishwasher 

work with Springfield Township and the Upper Tohickon Watershed 

Association as they review the application.  If necessary CCWA will 

formally step in and request a public hearing on the matter.  We’ll 

keep you posted. 

If you haven’t noticed, we are trying to reach out to members elec-

tronically lately with email blasts and with use of modern network-

ing media like Facebook.  While I don’t expect to be twittering you 

anytime soon, the Facebook site does allow us a forum for interaction 

we’ve not had previously.  Do check it out.  Note that the calendar 

feature is kept current and we will post last minute changes and 

cancellations for events.  Speaking of which, our annual meeting is 

scheduled for Saturday May 7 at 10am at Hans Reimann’s camp-

stead on Springtown Hill Rd (see ad inside). 

Yours in conservation, 

W. Scott Douglas, President 

From Across the Board… (continued from Page One) 

Grape-Hyacinths 
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Most people don’t realize what a friend the lowly 

toad is to man (Fig. 1). Without toads, we’d be 

bothered by lots of bugs. It’s surprising just how 

many bugs are caught by toads as they stalk 

their prey in the evening hours. However, toads 

are being endangered by humans as we build 

more and more homes and expand our towns and 

cities. We’re squeezing the poor toad out of its 

normal habitat. Also, with the proliferation of 

lawn and garden services spreading all types of 

chemicals on lawns, toads are being harmed due 

to their exposure to these dangerous toxic sub-

stances. What can we do?  By giving a toad or 

even a couple of toads a safe place to live, we can 

do a lot to increase their chances for survival and 

even boost their numbers. 

 

 There are a couple of rules that you must follow 

to insure that the toad house will be welcomed by 

a resident toad. Since toads must stay cool and 

damp to survive, it is important to choose a place 

for your toad house where it will be in the shade 

and the house must be constructed of something 

that does not absorb heat.  A clay flower pot is 

perfect. 

 

 

Next, the house must have a wide opening, at 

least 4 or 5 inches and the opening should have a 

height of 3 inches. Part of a toad’s nature is to 

dig down into the dirt. If you want to use a flower 

pot, just partially bury it on its side in a shallow 

hole. Fill the bottom half with moist soil and 

leaves and when a toad discovers what a great 

pace it is to live, you’ll have a very happy tenant.  

The toad house should be close to a shallow 

source of water. Even though they don’t swim, 

toads need to sit in water so they can absorb 

moisture through their skin. Make sure the wa-

ter source has some stones in it so the toad can 

climb in and out easily.   (Continued  on page 5) 

Children’s Backyard: Toad House 

By: David and Lois Oleksa 

Fig. 2:  Flower pots along with collected stones 

and gravel 

Fig.3:  Stones and gravel along Cook’s Creek 

Fig. 1: Toad 

http://entnemdept.ufl.edu/creatures/urban/flies/house_fly08.htm
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The house should also be deep enough that your 

toad can hide way in the back in case a predator 

tries to eat him. 

 

Obviously, it is important to have the house near 

a food source. When you see thousands of insects 

gathered around a shining light, just imagine 

what your toad would think. Probably he’d imag-

ine that he was at the greatest smorgasbord in 

town. So if there is a light source close by, it 

might be a great place for your toad house. 

 

So here’s how you go about making a toad house: 

 First gather your materials (Fig 2 and Fig 3) 

An 8 inch terracotta flower pot 

An 8 inch wide, 2 inch deep terracotta saucer (for 
the water source) 

A 24 ounce bag of polished stones (or you could 
gather some small stones from a nearby creek. 

A 4 ounce tube of glue 

Newspaper or cardboard to work on 

A small garden trowel 

 Make sure the pot is clean and dry and also en-

sure that the glue you are using is suitable for the 

outdoors. 

 Place the pot upside down and starting at the 

bottom, begin gluing the pebbles to the pot (Fig. 

4). Since the glue will dry quickly, try gluing only 

about 2 inch square sections at a time. Work your 

way up the pot, remembering to only glue the 

pebbles on one side of the pot. (the other side will 

go into the ground). Finish the pot by turning it 

right side up and gluing a row of pebbles around 

the top of the pot and also one row just inside the 

rim. 

 Select a spot for the toad house keeping in mind 

the criteria we discussed before. 

 Dig a shallow hole with your trowel and place the 

pot on its side in the hole with the pebbled side 

up(Fig.5). Fill it halfway with moist soil and 

leaves and place the water source close by. That’s 

all you have to do. If you are lucky, a toad will 

take up residence in a few days. 

 

 

 

 

 

(Continued  from page 4) 
 

Fig. 5:  Completed toad house sunk half into the 

ground 

Fig.4: Apply glue to half the flower pot 

http://texastreeplanting.tamu.edu/treepictures/walnut_black.jpg
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Gasland by Debra Orban 

 

Last Saturday night I saw the documentary 

film Gasland.   

Article I of the PA constitution states:   

 “The people have a right to clean air, pure 

water, and to the preservation of the natu-

ral, scenic, historic and esthetic values of 

the environment.  Pennsylvania's public nat-

ural resources are the common property of 

all the people, including generations yet to 

come.”   

 

 What a beautiful statement of a responsible gov-

ernment.  It would be great if it were true... and 

perhaps it is in part, but not for the oil and gas 

companies.  According to the Energy Act signed 

during the Bush administration the oil and gas 

industries are exempt from all the regulations of 

the Clean Air and Clean Water acts.  All they 

need is a lease or access to some public 

lands.  After that anything goes.  

  

 This is what happens during the Marcellus Shale 

Drilling.  The gas companies drill, insert fracking 

chemicals, extract supposedly clean natural gas, 

and move on to the next site. It sounds like a rela-

tively safe and simple procedure if it wasn’t for all 

of the unanswered questions.  Here are just a few 

of the complications. 

  With no regulations in place, the gas compa-

nies are free to come and go as they please 

with no concern for the lands and lives that 

they transform in the process.   

  They do not have to account for the millions 

of gallons of water used to make the fracking 

process work.   

  They do not have to list or properly dispose of 

the dozens of possibly toxic and carcinogenic 

chemicals that are involved in the process.   

  They do not have to breathe the air that is 

clouded with the fumes from the extraction.   

  They do not have to drink the water that has 

become murky, smells unsavory, and occasion-

ally lights on fire.   

  They do not have to fish in the streams that 

used to support wildlife but now only bubble 

furiously, venting the bowels of the earth.   

  They do not have to prove that there has been 

deleterious harm done to the environment or 

that their child’s headaches or lymphoma is a 

result of drinking poisoned waters. 

 

 The gas companies are exempt from all conse-

quences and can smile politely as they pump 

away their profits.  This is not considered terror-

ism.  It is considered legal and clean energy in 

Pennsylvania. 

 

 But it doesn’t have to be this way.  We can 

learn from the mistakes of other states and re-

gions in our country that have already extracted 

their natural gas resources.  We can regulate the 

industry and insist on safeguards, guarantees, 

and disclosures.  We can protect the Dela-

ware River Basin by banning drilling in the wa-

tersheds for New York City, Philadelphia, New 

Jersey, and Delaware.  We can preserve the valu-

able but fragile ecosystem of the Chesapeake Bay 

by banning or limiting drilling in the Susquehan-

na River Basin. 

    

Here are just a few of the possible actions the 

Pennsylvania Legislature could take to uphold 

our constitution and the rights of citizens to a 

healthy environment. 

 (HB26909; SBi447) seeks a moratorium and hold 

on any current permits until state government 

enacts laws and regulations to make Marcellus 

Shale gas well drilling safe and environmentally 

sound. 

 (HB2213)  calls for the reform of the Oil and Gas 

Act to require mandatory inspections, require dis-

closure of fracking chemicals, to extend the pre-

sumption of pollution, to require  

(continued on page 7)   
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(continued from page 6)   

adequate bonds, and to protect municipal zoning 

and police powers. 

 (HB2235)  says that there should be no more 

gas leases on public lands in Pennsylvania until 

a full cumulative analysis can be conducted on 

the impact of existing leasing of public lands. 

 (HB1489)  would enact a severance tax compa-

rable to other states and provide for 

funding for communities impacted 

by gas drilling and for environ-

mental conservation.  

   

Even just one of these bills com-

bined with efforts of an informed 

and involved citizenry could make 

a difference for Pennsylvania and 

the surrounding regions.  As a life 

long member of The Cooks Creek 

Watershed Association I appreciate the priceless 

value of clean water and the beauty of a pristine 

and life supporting stream.  I am grateful each 

day for the clean well water that I have to drink 

and that I don’t have to walk miles to obtain or 

import from far away places.   Our community 

works hard to preserve the irreplaceable water 

resources that we are dependent on.  It is dis-

concerting to realize that we are downstream 

from Marcellus Shale and the gas and oil indus-

tries are regulating themselves.   

 

 Don’t take my word for it.  Watch the documen-

tary Gasland, talk to the Gas companies, Google 

Marcellus Shale, and contact the Pennsylvania 

Chapter of the Sierra Club, the Delaware River 

Basin Commission, or the Chesapeake Bay Asso-

ciation.  At the very least find out what is going 

on in our own backyards.  Learn about the ex-

traction of natural gas and question its possible 

consequences.  

             

Debra Orben, Springtown, PA; published in The 

Bucks County Herald 1/22/2011 

 

 

It’s Annual Meeting Time again! 

Not just another Board Meeting, the Annual Meeting is a chance to discuss our year, 

plan for next year, elect officers and recognize the hard work of our members. 

Make a difference, plan on attending! 

Saturday, May 7th 

 10am -12 noon 

At Laughing Springs, 2915 Springtown Hill Rd 

(just look for the CCWA signboard) 

 

This meeting is a requirement of our 501c3 status, but is also a great time to  

“put in your two cents” about what the CCWA does with YOUR money. 

javascript:void(0)
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WIP  Notes... PALMS Watershed Integration Program 

The Watershed Integration Program at Palisades Middle School is excited to share some 
updates! 

Our students were recently selected as the Pennsylvania State Winner in the Disney World Planet 

Challenge!   

Students submitted a portfolio detailing the importance of raptor conservation and de-

tailed their actions throughout the studies surrounding the issue. 

Their endeavors entailed… 

Creating and administering a conservation survey to every student in the middle 

school 

Identifying the raptor in greatest need and best fit for conservation on school 

grounds à American Kestrel 

Selected the ideal location for an American Kestrel box along side the 

PALMS building…equipped with live camera feed linked to the school website 

in hopes of viewing the American Kestrel some day soon! 

Teachers and students received both monetary and prize package rewards for 

their efforts 

We are currently investigating the genetic components of invasive species in our environment to better 

address the issue as well as beginning to move our studies further downstream. 

On April 27th the students will set sail on the AJ Meerwald Schooner from the Philadelphia port 

to investigate various species and topics surrounding the region with specific notation to the 

salt line. 

May 15th – 18th the students will embark on a four day excursion to the Marine Science Consortium 

in Wallops Island, Virginia to investigate the comparative studies surrounding freshwater and 

marine ecosystems. 

Yet, we are not forgetting our local ties by visiting our local waterways this spring to obtain biological 

monitoring data, through leaf packs, in order to compare the data achieved in the fall months for evalua-

tive purposes.  Additionally, the students will be embarking on the service component of the program 

and will select areas of interest/need in the closing months of school. 

(Continued with picture  on page 9) 

American Kestrel 
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11th Annual  

Mini Monster Mayhem       
 

Join us as we celebrate water, watersheds, and the amazing creatures 

which crawl in, on and under Cooks Creek.  Our own Scott Douglas pre-

sents a fun-filled, kid-friendly program featuring dinosaurs, comets, a 

mountain of mud, gummy worms, a toilet…and monsters!  Come and 

spend the morning romping with us in the pristine waters of the Creek.  

Fun for kids of all ages.  

9:30am – 12:00 noon Saturday June 18 (Sunday, rain date) 

At the Douglas’, 3450 Rt. 212, Springtown 

 
This event is free and open to the public 

Bring your water shoes (or other suitable footgear), 

We will be walking in the Creek! 

 

RSVP by June 15, (610) 346-1604 

Children under 12 must be accompanied by an adult throughout the event. 

(Continued from page 8) 

The ideal location for an American Kestrel box with 

live camera feed was the roof of Palms.  

(Picture of entire WIP team on page 15.) 
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(Continued on page 11) 

Ruminations on Cooks Creek Watershed Geology 

    By: Bobb Carson 

When we last left the geologic history of the Cooks Creek Watershed (Cooks Current Volume 5, 

Issue 3, Fall 2008), the mountains elevated in the Grenville orogeny (ca. 1250-980 million 

years before present, MYBP) had been eroded, exhuming the deeply buried Pre-Cambrian 

gneisses situated along the northwestern border of the watershed and in a northeast/

southwest-trending band that extends from Durham Furnace to a point south of Springtown 

(Fig. 1). 

 

Figure 1. Rock types in the Cooks Creek Watershed. After: Bedrock Geology of Pennsylvania, Pennsylva-

nia Topographic and Geologic Survey, Department of Conservation and Natural Resources, 2001 

 

The continent formed as a part of the Grenville uplift, Rodinia, weathered and eroded for mil-

lions of years and evolved into a low-lying terrain. Furthermore, the continent’s crust was 

stretched and thinned by development of a spreading center – which is to say that the previous 

lithospheric plate broke into at least two plates that began to spread away from each other. 

Plate movements between 980 MYBP and 570-520 MYBP (Early Cambrian period) were signif-

icant. The plate that contained what is now North America, first moved southward (passing 

over the South Pole) and then collided with, and welded itself to, the African continent.  By 

Early Cambrian time, that continent had also ruptured, and the real estate that now compris-

es the Cooks Creek watershed was located near the southern margin of a new continent, Lau-

rentia, positioned at mid-latitudes (in temperate climates) in the Southern Hemisphere.  A 

widening ocean, the Iapetus Ocean, lay just offshore. 

Not surprisingly, beaches and shallow continental shelves formed along the margins of this 

evolving ocean. In these wave-dominated environments, sands and pebbles (and occasionally, 

Gneiss

Hardyston Quartzite

Limestone/Dolomite

(Allentown & Leithsville Fms.)

Sandstone/Mudstone

(Passaic & Lockatong Fms.)

Quartzitic Fanglomerate

Limestone Fanglomerate

Diabase

N
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(Continued from page 10) 

mud in depressions) accumulated as they do now off the Jersey shore. These shallow marine de-

posits are preserved as the Hardyston Quartzite, which lies on top of the older, exhumed gneisses 

(Fig. 1). Of course, the Hardyston Quartzite no longer consists of loose beach sand or marine sedi-

ment. Over its 550+ MY existence, it has been compacted and recrystallized so that it is now a 

massive white to gray sandstone, tightly cemented by silica, that consists of fine-to-medium sand 

grains and pebbles. The pebbles (1-4 cm in diameter) are well-rounded and may be white or iron-

stained to a reddish color. 

Generally, the Hardyston Quartzite lacks fossils. However, in a few localities where the rock is 

finer-grained (and, hence, more favorable to preservation of organic material), Early Cambrian 

organisms are preserved (Fig. 2). 

 

Figure 2. Olenellus trilobites have been found in the Hardyston Quartzite in New Jersey, although none have been recov-

ered locally. Trilobites (now extinct) were arthropods, members of the same phylum as modern insects, arachnids, and 

crustaceans. From the State Museum of Pennsylvania. 

 

The occurrence of complex organisms in the Early Cambrian points to the significant world-wide 

changes that had taken place by 570-520 MYBP. Life was no longer dominated by soft-bodied, 

single-celled organisms or colonies of single-celled organisms. Animals had diversified dramati-

cally, evolving both internal and external skeletons, eyes, appendages, gut systems, and respira-

tory capabilities – all components of modern animal species. We can infer that the shallow marine 

environment in which the Hardyston Quartzite was deposited supported a variety of organisms 

(more than the few fossils recovered would indicate). Most were probably animals that fed on the 

bottom, or burrowed into the sand. However, as in modern wave-dominated environments, the 

bottom sediments were constantly reworked and most evidence for animal presence or activity 

was lost (not unlike a school blackboard that is erased daily). 

No life forms had made the transition to land at the time the Hardyston Quartzite was deposited. 

So, land areas continued to be wholly unvegetated, and precursor streams to Cooks Creek would 

have carried significant sediment loads following major rain events, as there were no land plants 

to restrain transport of weathered rock fragments. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Insect
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Arachnid
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Crustacean
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Refreshing Views of Spring 

Pictures by Siobhan Royack 

(Continued on page 13) 

(Also pictures on  pages 1 and 3) 

Flowers  Page 12 

Snow Drops 

Dutchman’s Britches 

White and Blue Violet 

 

Flowers  Page 13 

Trout Lily 

Star of Bethlehem 

Spring Beauty 

Round Lobed Hepatica 
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(Continued from page 13) 

 



VOLUME 8,  I SSUE 1  

Durham Township Recycling Center 
 
Location: Municipal Building, 218 Old Furnace Rd, 
Durham 

1st Saturday of every month ( 2nd Saturday if 1st Saturday 
is on a holiday weekend) 

Hours: 9:00AM – 12:00 noon 

Accepting newspapers, magazines, junk mail, phone 
books, glass, tin, plastic, aluminum and cardboard. 

Please note that this facility is available to all, not just 
Durham Township residents! 

Contact Joe Kulick at the township building for more info. 
610-346-8911 

Springfield Township 

Location: Township Building, 2320 Township Road 

Paper Recycling Bin Available at Township Building. 

 A Recycling bin was recently placed here and is available 
to anyone.  Cut down on trash and help the township earn 
extra money.  You can drop off: Magazines, Shopping 
Catalogs, Phone Books, Newspapers, Office and School 
Papers, Mail. 

Please do NOT include: Plastic, glass, metal, trash 

Hours: Anytime ; See website: www.springfieldbucks.org  

or call (610) 346-6700. 
 
Blinderman & Son 

Location: 1320 Whitaker St, Hellertown. 610-838-9221 

Hours:  
7:30AM – 4:00 PM,  Monday – Friday  

7:30 AM – 11:30AM,   Saturday 

Accepting cardboard and most metals 

City of Bethlehem Theis/Cornfeld Recycling Center 
Web site: www.bethlehem-
pa.gov/recycle/services/theis_cornfeld.htm 

Location: 635 Illick’s Mill Rd, Bethlehem  

Phone: 610-865-7082 Hours: Weekdays: 10 AM to 4 PM,  
Saturday  9 AM to 4 PM,            Sunday 11AM to 3 PM 

Accepting glass, cans, plastics, newspapers, all books, 
magazines, catalogs, cardboard, mixed office paper, met-
als, textiles (clothing, shoes, etc) large appliances 

(certified freon-free). Call or go to the web site for 
specifics. 

Bonus!! They provide FREE on site shredding ser -
vices for businesses and private individuals. If you 
have 4 or more boxes, call 610-865-7082 to schedule 
an appointment 

City of Bethlehem Compost Center 
 
Location:  1480 Schoenersville Rd., Bethlehem 

Non-Bethlehem residents are not allowed to drop off 
materials at the composting center but the mulch and 
compost is available for free to anyone if loading ser-
vices are not needed. They actually produce much 
more than what they can distribute, so they encourage 
anyone to take as much as they would like! Loading 
services are provided for a fee of  $10/cubic yard in 
the spring and fall. Call 610-856-7082 for hours. 

 

 

 

Recycle! 
Local Recycling Information 
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Springfield Township:  
www.springfieldbucks.org 

610-346-6700 
2320 Township Road 

 
Supervisors: 2nd Tuesday @ 7:30 PM 

Planning Commission: 1st Wed. @ 7 PM 
Supervisors/Planning Commission  
Work Session: 3rd Thurs. @ 7 PM 

Environmental Advisory Council:   
2nd Thurs. @ 7:30 PM 
Historic Commission:  

3rd Tuesday @ 7:30 PM 
 

Durham Township:  
www.durhamtownship.org 

610-346-8911 
215 Old Furnace Road 

 
Supervisors: 2nd Tuesday @ 7:30 PM 

Planning Commission:  
1st Tues. @ 7:30 PM 

EAC: Quarter ly on the 3rd Tuesday of  
January, April, July, October @ 7:30 PM 

 
 
 

Lower Saucon: 
www.lowersaucontownship.org 

610-865-3291 

Schedules of Local  

Government Meetings 

 

 

 

 

 

3700 Old Philadelphia Pike 
Council: 1st and 3rd Wed. @ 7 PM 

Planning Commission:  
3rd Thurs. @ 7 PM 

EAC: 1st Tues. @ 7 PM 
 

Williams Township:  
www.williamstwp.org  

610-258-6060 
655 Cider Press Road 

 
Supervisors: 2nd Wed. @ 7 PM 

Planning Commission: 3rd Wed. @ 7 PM 
Land Preservation Board:  

3rd Mon. @ 7 PM 
 

Richland Township: 
www.richlandtownship.org 

215-536-4066 
1328 California Road 

 
Supervisors: 2nd and 4th Mon. @ 7 PM 

   Planning Commission: 3rd Tues. @ 7 PM 
Preservation Board: 2nd Thurs. @ 7 PM 

 

(Picture from Page 8)      2010-2011 Palm WIP Team members and PA winners of the Disney World Planet Challenge  
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If you hold precious the beauty that surrounds us in the Cooks Creek Watershed area and would like to be actively involved in its preserva-
tion, then consider joining our association as a member.   Reach out to your community!  We would love to hear from you! Please drop us 

a line at info@cookscreekpa.org   

CCWA is a 501 ( c ) (3) non-profit organization.  

Cooks Creek Watershed Association 

P.O. Box 45 

Springtown, PA  18081 

www.cookscreekpa.org 

Please Join Us… Cooks Creek Watershed Association-Membership Form  

All of us who reside in the 

area enjoy the beauty of 

Cooks Creek.  

Those of us who are fortu-

nate enough to live here 

are dependent upon this 

watershed not only for the 

beauty of the creek but 

our wells, the wetlands, 

the wildflowers and all of 

the beautiful landscapes 

in our townships.  

 It’s up to all of us to pro-

tect this treasure. The 

Cooks Creek Watershed 

Association asks that you 

become a member and 

help in the task of pro-

tecting this special re-

source. 

Name:  ________________________________________________________________ 

Other household members: _______________________________________________ 

Address:  ______________________________________________________________ 

Phone: ______________________ E-mail: ______________________________ 

 

Interests: (circle) 

Newsletter Website  Roadside Cleanup  Event Planning 

Membership Fundraising Stream Studies      Wherever I’m Needed 

Individual Membership Fee:     $ 15.00 per year            _____________  

Family Membership Fee:        $ 25.00  per year            _____________ 

Student Membership Fee:  $ 10.00  per year _____________ 

Donation:                                 _____________ 

Total:                                               _____________ 

Please detach and mail to Cooks Creek Watershed Association , (CCWA)  

 P.O. Box 45, Springtown, PA  18081.     THANK YOU ! 

Checks can be made payable to Cooks Creek Watershed Association. 

CCWA is a 501 ( c ) (3) non-profit organization.  


