
 
“To protect, preserve and improve the quality of water, land and life in the Cooks Creek Watershed” 

2000 CCWA Events 
Regular Board Meetings:  

 

Springtown Fire House- 7:30 PM 
June 25, July 23, Aug. 27, Sept. 24, Oct. 
22, Nov. 19, Dec. 17, 2009  

All are welcome! We appreciate your 
involvement! 

 

Special Events: 

June 20 Mini Monster Mayhem 

Oct 3 Fall Dinner 

Nov 7 Fall Clean-Up 

 

See Back  for Details! 

As the season turns, I 

am reminded that all 

things must pass, and 

our Board is no excep-

tion.  Earlier in the 

year we said goodbye 

to our long time Mem-

bership Coordinator 

and Communications 

Director, Sherry Brod-

head.  Sherry has been 

heading up the 

Springtown Farmer’s 

Market and doing a lot 

of traveling, and her 

time just got too thin.  

We will miss her ener-

gy and enthusiasm 

terribly, but under-

stand and wish her 

well.  Over the past 

several years we have 

lost several long time 

Board members, mak-

ing our roster a bit 

thin.  We could use 

some help.  If you are 

interested in getting 

involved, please drop 

me a line and let me 

know (or just stop by 

on the 4th Thursday at 

the Firehouse for the 

monthly meeting). 

Speaking of the 

Springtown Farmer’s 

Market, CCWA was 

there on opening day 

with our booth, and 

saw a lot of you there 

too.  The CCWA sup-

ports the efforts of 

the Farmer’s Market 

in spirit and with a 

small sponsorship – 

we believe strongly in 

the mission of local 

food and products 

sold locally.  If you 

have not yet checked 

it out, please do – on 

Wednesday after-

noons until 6pm at 

the Springtown Fire-

house parking lot (in 

the back).  Even if 
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you cannot make it 

on Wednesday, do try 

to support the many 

other markets in the 

area, as well as 

Trauger’s and Bech-

dolt’s.  These local 

businesses do more 

than grow food; they 

are an essential com-

ponent of our quality 

of life here. 

Hans Reimann and I 

spoke to the sixth 

graders at Palisades 

Middle School for 

Earth Day, teaching 
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Summertime and the living is easy.   

How does your   garden grow? 
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them about watersheds and water quality.  The students enjoyed the show, helping me illus-

trate how a watershed works and what happens when we treat it badly.  This annual event is 

something of an advertisement for the Watershed Inclusion Program (WIP) the new integrat-

ed curriculum that is offered to the seventh graders.  The program uses the integrating theme 

of watersheds to teach the standard lessons of English, History and Science (Math is taught 

traditionally) in a holistic manner that is particularly engaging for this age group.  This past 

year was the first year for the WIP, and it was highly successful – at least from my daughter’s 

perspective.  She particularly enjoyed the outdoors component, and is “bummed” about return-

ing to regular classes next year.  Many thanks to Dennis Gluck and the other members of the 

WIP teaching team that made it possible. 

The annual cleanup effort went particularly smoothly this year, thanks to a seasoned crew.  

As always, we have Sherry Brodhead and Jim Orben to thank for helping to get everything 

together from the food to the door prizes.  In addition to our regular stalwart pickers, I was 

glad to see that the WIP kids came out in force this year to help – our message does get 

through!  Thanks to everyone, we cleaned up 40 miles of roadway this year, and collected two 

trucks full of debris.  The Creek is better off, and we all get to enjoy the spring a little more. 

If you can look ahead to fall, be sure to remember to include the Springtown and Durham 

Community days on your calendar.  These events are a great way to meet those who are active 

in the community, and to find out what everyone is up to.  There’s always good food, arts and 

crafts, and fun.   CCWA will have a booth at each this year – be sure to stop by.  Also, on Octo-

ber 3, we will have our annual covered dish supper and speaker (5pm at the Springtown Rod 

and Gun Club) where we have invited a speaker on alternative energy and energy conserva-

tion. 

 Yours in Conservation, 

W. Scott Douglas, President 

 

(Across the Board, Cont’d from page 1) 

NOTICE TO ALL CCWA MEMBERS 

 

WE ARE CHANGING OUR BYLAWS! 

 

As stated in our current bylaws, all members must be notified at least 30 days in advance if we are changing 

our bylaws.  This notice serves that purpose.  These changes reflect the way we currently conduct business, 

and are long overdue.  We are also instituting a new policy of voting in new Board members.  Please take a 

look and let us know if you have issues or suggestions.  You can email us through the website, or come to our 

July 23 Board meeting at 7:30 at the Springtown Firehouse where we will vote on the changes. 

 

To see both the old and new bylaws – go to www.cookscreekpa.org.  If you are not able to view the website, 

please give Scott Douglas a call at 610-346-1604 and he will mail them to you. 

http://www.cookscreekpa.org/
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This is the 11th installment of a series of articles 

on the fauna of the Cooks Creek. 

A couple months ago I had the pleasure of working with 
Marlin Corn of the Honey Hollow Nature Center.  Mar-
lin is an expert herpetologist (scientist of amphibians and 
reptiles) and he was interested in searching for salaman-
ders in upper Bucks County.  I agreed to help him out, 
along with my good friends Hans Reimann and Francine 
Schmitt.  Salamander hunting during the spring is best 
done at night, when the salamanders are migrating to ver-
nal pools to breed.  We visited several of these pools dur-
ing that wet, rainy night, amid the friendly chorus of 
breeding wood frogs and spring peepers.  Marlin was pret-
ty sure we would find spotted salamanders (large black 
ones with yellow spots), but what we really hoped to find 
was the larvae of marbled salamanders.  As we were wad-
ing in a pond off Winding Road in Springfield, Marlin 
told us to shuffle our feet and look closely for what may 
look like tadpoles.  These would be the larvae of marbled 
salamanders and would be up to an inch long or so. 

 

Adult marbled salamanders are 3-4 inches long, jet black 
with distinct white to silver bands across the back.  They 
live in burrows excavated in moist, damp woodlands and 
forests throughout the eastern U.S.  They are voracious 
predators, feeding on insects, worms, slugs and snails.  
Marbled salamanders are preyed upon by owls, shrews, 
weasels, skunks and raccoons.  These salamanders are long 
lived, most living 10 years or more.  Unlike other mole 
salamanders, marbled salamanders migrate to dry ponds 

and ditches in the fall to mate.   

 

The males display for the females and then deposit a 
sperm filled packet, called a spermatophore, onto a leaf.  
If the female is interested, she will pick up the spermato-
phore with her cloaca and fertilize her eggs.  She will then 
lay between 30 and 130 eggs under damp leaves in the dry 
basin, and guard them until the fall rains come.  Once the 
pool fills with water, the eggs hatch into larvae.  The lar-
vae are mostly head and tail, with long feathery external 
gills.  The larvae, like adults are big eaters, feeding on zoo-
plankton, crustaceans and worms, as well as other insects 
that wander into or fall onto the pond.  The larvae mature 
in 2-8 months, depending on temperature, when they 
leave the pond. 

 

Finding marbled sala-
manders is not easy.  
They spend most of 
their life underground 
in moist dark burrows, 
coming out only on 
rainy nights to feed.  
The best time to find 
them is in the fall, 
when they migrate to 
the sites of vernal pools to breed.  Vernal pools are ponds 
that hold rain and snowmelt in the spring, but dry up in 
the summer and fall.  Many different species use these 
pools to breed, as they do not have fish which tend to eat 
the eggs and larvae. Vernal pools are protected as wet-
lands, and there are restrictions on  grading, logging and 
filling activities around them.  However, vernal pools are 
rapidly being lost to overdevelopment, which lowers 
groundwater and dries the pools up.  Because of this habi-
tat loss, marbled salamanders are a species of special con-
cern in PA.  Although there were spotted salamanders a 
plenty, Marlin and the rest of us did not find any marbled 
salamander larvae that night, but we are ever hopeful.  If 
you have a vernal pond on your property, or see a marbled 
salamander, please drop me a line at 
www.cookscreekpa.org so that we can keep track of these 
guys. 

Creature Feature: Marbled Salamander (Ambystoma opacum) 

By: W. Scott Douglas 

http://www.cookscreekpa.org


Adopt-a-Reach Update:  Nitrates 

 

As many of you know, we have officially kicked off our Adopt-a-Reach program with a 

baseline water quality sampling program at 16 stations scattered throughout the Creek.  In pre-

vious newsletters I shared the results of our temperature monitoring.  We are also measuring 

several key water quality parameters: dissolved oxygen, conductivity, pH, alkalinity, hardness, 

and nitrate nitrogen.  For those of you with green thumbs, you already know that nitrate nitro-

gen is an essential component of healthy soil.  So why do we consider it a pollutant?  Like most 

things in life, it is possible to have too much of a good thing. 

 

Too much nitrate on the soil usually ends up leaching into the groundwater or running 

off into our streams and rivers.  Once in the surface water, it fuels the growth of algae, resulting 

in what aquatic scientists term “fuzzy rocks”.  Now, much of our Creek looks “fuzzy” during the 

growth season, but normal growth is usually light brown in color.  If the algae is bright green 

however, or is floating in dark green or brown masses on the surface, then it is a sign of too 

much nutrient in the water.  The main nutrients for plant growth are nitrogen, phosphorus and 

potassium.   Both phosphorus and potassium are usually present in excess in most of our wa-

ters, because they come from the sediments themselves.  However nitrogen comes naturally 

from decaying organic matter and is usually only present in relatively small amounts.  When 

we add more through farming or poor septic management, the nitrogen combines with the phos-

phorus and potassium already there to fuel rampant algal growth. 

 

When algae grows out of control in a river or stream, it burns through the nitrogen that 

has been added.  If the source is temporary, the plants end up starving themselves out of a food 

source, and die.  Their decaying bodies result in both a decrease in dissolved oxygen in the wa-

ter and a new source of nitrogen that starts the cycle over again.  If the source is ongoing, the 

cycle of growth and decay rapidly degrades the stream ecosystem.  While it is alive, the algae 

takes up too much of the space that insect larvae, young fish, and other stream creatures need 

to survive and grow.  Nitrogen itself can even be toxic to aquatic life, if present in high enough 

concentrations.  While PADEP standards for septic discharge are up to 10 mg/L, current re-

search has shown that concentrations as low as 3.0 mg/L of nitrate (as NO3-N) can be harmful 

to young fish.  Truly, too much nitrogen is too much of a good thing. 

 

So, what is the nitrate level in Cooks Creek?  Thanks to our Palisades High school team 

of budding water quality scientists, led by James Douglas, we have a picture of the nitrate con-

centrations present at each of our 16 stations through four sampling periods representing an 

entire year.  The figure shows the average nitrate observed at each station, and the heavy line 

marks the 3.0 mg/L level that indicates a potential for chronic toxicity.   The overall average ni-

trate in the Creek is 1.64 mg/L, ranging from a low of 0.5 mg/L to a high of 5.4 mg/L.  Because 

the Cooks Creek is an EV stream, this means that the PADEP should not allow applications 

which raise the nitrate level above the background of 1.64. 
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Fortunately, only one of the stations monitored showed nitrate concentrations above 

3.0 mg/L - Durham East, and none showed concentrations as high as the PADEP limit of 

10 mg/L.   The Durham East tributary is a small stream, narrow enough to jump across.  

The watershed drains mostly forested land, but cuts through a large farm just before it 

dumps into the Creek mainstem.  Preliminary investigations of the ecosystem in the 

Durham East watershed showed that the insect community is dominated by pollution tol-

erant black fly larvae and leeches.  As with most farmers, this one allows his cows to have 

free access to the stream to cool off and drink.  Although more intensive study would be 

needed to prove that the cows are the culprit here, it stands to reason that the cows are 

probably not taking care to keep their waste away from the stream.   Drainage from the 

barnyard and from upstream residences, as well as a lack of riparian buffer along the ma-

jority of its length might also be contributing to the problem.  We will continue to monitor 

nitrates in the watershed, and will let you know what we find. 

 

 

 

 

 

Average Nitrate in Cooks Creek
September 2008 - May 2009
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Each bar represents 4 sampling 

events, error bars are plus or minus 

one standard deviation.  
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Children’s Backyard: Paper Making       

By: Sara Oleksa   

 

Paper has been around for many years.  Next time you have a stack of paper waiting to be 

recycled, why not try a new recycling tactic.  Since paper is a simple material made up of fi-

bers matted together, try this idea with your old envelopes, scrap paper, newspaper, dryer 

lint, or whatever else you find around the house that is made up of fibers like saw dust, plant 

fiber, cardboard, tissue paper, and much more.   

 

The process for making paper was invented in China many years ago and was made sheet by 

sheet until around 1798.  While technology has improved over the years and paper is now 

made at an alarming rate, the basic technique is simple and can be done right in your own 

home.   

 

To make your basic paper you will need: 

 Fiber scraps (ripped up paper, cardboard, dryer lint, etc.) 

 Wire mesh screen 

 Baking pan 

 Blender 

 Rolling pin 

 Towel 

 Pieces of colored paper, flower petals, string, glitter (optional) 

 Bowl 

 Water 

 

 

When making paper, you will be getting 

your working surface wet so pick a place 

where the water won’t stain.   

 

 

Take your scrap paper or fibers and rip 

them up into small 1 inch pieces and 

soak them in a bowl with warm water for 

about 10 minutes.  Once soaked, your papers 

will be a bit mushy.   
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(Continued on page 7) 

Scrap paper soaking in warm water 
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Take them and transfer them into your blender, mix on high until 

all the paper is ground up into a pulpy mixture.  Next cut a piece of mesh screen so that it 

is an inch bigger than the paper that you would like to create.  Place the screen in your 

baking pan and pour the mushy paper/fiber mixture over the screen, making an even 

coating over the entire screen.  If you wish to add some colored paper flecks, flower petals, 

or string do so at this time, pressing them into the sludge.  Carefully lift the screen up 

and hold in the air while letting the excess water drip out.  Take your towel and place it 

on your working surface so that your screen can sit on it.  Lay the screen with the paper 

sludge on the towel and cover it with the other half of the towel.  Roll your rolling pin 

across your screen to squeeze out the extra moisture.  Carefully pull up the top part of 

your towel revealing your newly made piece of paper.  Let the paper remain on the screen 

and dry overnight.  Once fully dry, if the paper is not as flat as you would like, take an 

iron, and place a piece of cloth over the paper and carefully iron it, flattening the paper to 

your liking.   

 

 

Use your paper to draw on; use in scrap 

booking for texture; fold it up; label a gift or 

just enjoy.   
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(Continued from page 6) 

Pulpy mixture in the blender 

Final paper with flower petals 

Pulp on screen 
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By Sherry Brodhead 

Meet, Eat, Shop, Stroll - teachers, writers, artists, long time 

friends...families 

The atmosphere is casual, the open air commerce enticing, the 

goods are abundant, local and FRESH. 

Brewed organic roasted Coffee... bakers' goods that melt in your 

mouth, just like Grammy made! 

The sweet smells of Herbs, Soaps……..and the Flowers, lots of 

Flowers! 

Prepared Foods divinely made just for you to bring home...and 

DINE! 

Free Music!  Wednesdays - Leave your Blackberries, PDA’s and 

Smart Phones at home 

                            Come for the fun - you deserve it!  

Market Manager Reflections - May 6, 2009-Opening Day, Springtown Farmers Market, Bucks County PA 

The Springtown Farmers’ Market – A Grand 2
nd

 Season! 

What's a farmers’ market doing in pastoral Springfield Township, the most rural township in Bucks 

County? Well, while most farmers' markets bring the best of country to the city we thought it 

would be even better to bring the best of the city to the country! 

Having moved to Springfield Township from Boston, I have often found it challenging to locate 

specialty items without traveling long distances or into cities. Last year, the first year for the Spring-

town Farmers’ Market, I was delighted to finally be able to buy so much of what I enjoy in one 

place so close to home. 

The Springtown Farmers’ Market increases our access to fresh, tasty, local food and products, en-

courages sustainable agriculture and preserves open space by helping area farmers and producers 

sell their products, and supports the local economy by keeping our food dollars right here in the 

community. We hope you will come and support our local farmers and producers. 

Every week the Market features fresh, seasonal produce and plants from Trauger’s Farm 

(Kintnersville), Tall Pine Farm (Holland), Windy Springs Farm (Quakertown), and Liberty Gardens 

(Coopersburg). Lilies and Lavender (Doylestown) sells cut flowers, hanging baskets, bedding plants, 

herbs, and wreaths.  

 New this year is a wide selection of prepared food for take home or for enjoying at the Market. 

Tabora Farms and Orchard (Chalfont - new this year) makes gourmet, made-from-scratch main and 

side dishes, breads, and baked goods. Infusion Mobile Café (Hellertown) cooks up toasted sand-

wiches, side dishes, wraps, and ethnic selections to take home or eat at the Market. Happy Farm 

(Kintnersville) offers pasture-raised chicken, poultry, and eggs; plus pot pies, pâte, and other pre-

pared foods featuring their own products. Be sure to check out the homemade jams, jellies, sauces 

as well as baked goods both savory and sweet by Chestnut Hill Farm 

 

(Continued on  page 9) 



Gourmet Foods (Kintnersville). 

Rolling Pin Pastries (Kintnersville) returns with made-from-scratch baked goods and desserts. The 

Bucks County Cookie Company joins this year with freshly baked cookies. The Coffee Scoop 

(Pipersville) sells their fresh-roasted (often that very morning) fair-trade organic coffee by the 

pound...or by the cup to enjoy while you shop or chat with your friends and neighbors at one of 

the cafe tables. 

Meadow Brook Farms (Springtown) supplies 100% Angus beef products: ground hamburger, pat-

ties, steaks, roasts and stew meat from mostly pasture grazed cattle raised without the use of anti-

biotics, growth hormones and stimulants. Flint Hill Farm (Springfield Twsp.) features cow and 

goat products (Milk, cheese, yogurt, butter, cream, buttermilk). 

Bee Well (Chalfont) provides local honey, beeswax and soy candles, handmade soaps, lotion, PA 

maple syrup and hand-blown glass jewelry. Marie's Soap Company (Ottsville) specializes in hand-

crafted, all natural soaps made with vegetable oils, shea and cocoa butters and essential oils. 

But that's just the beginning! Stop in each Wednesday afternoon to enjoy a wide range of events 

and free demonstrations; live music, free massages, book signings by local authors, Italian Market 

Days, Penn State Master Gardeners, appearances by local artists and much more! 

Check the Springtown Farmers’ Market Web site, www.SpringtownFarmersMarket.org for an-

nouncements and event updates and be sure to sign up to receive the weekly Market news by e-

mail while you are there.  The Springtown Farmers' Market is open every Wednesday from now through 

October 28th from 3 – 6:00 PM at the Springtown Fire Company Parking Lot, 3010 Main Street, Rte 

212/412, Springtown, PA 
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(Continued  from page 8) 

Green Tip #8    Take your “Greenness” with you on vacation 

Summer is the time when everyone flocks to enjoy the mountains, beaches, rivers and parks.  

However, it is also the time when the greatest stress is placed on our wild and scenic places.  

Some of this may be unavoidable, and some of this may be obvious, but we can always do some-

thing to make things a little better.  If we all do, these places will remain “wild and scenic” and 

continue to inspire us to conserve a little more at home.  Here is my top ten list: 

 Avoid high traffic areas and/or high visitation time periods, carpool when you can  

 Stay on the trails 

 Pack out EVERYTHING, even if it is “biodegradable”, pick up dropped food and crumbs; pick up after 
others if needed and if you have the time/space 

 Always utilize bathroom facilities when and where available; always pack out toilet paper if you use a 
“cat hole”; always pack out hygiene products 

 Do not take “souvenirs” like flowers, rocks, driftwood, artifacts; take 
pictures instead 

 Do not harass or feed wildlife 

 Go quietly and in as small a group as you can 

 Avoid brightly colored camping gear 

 Leave the boom box at home, turn down car stereo in parks 
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Springtown Water Authority           By: Ken Simmons, Chairman 

Time marches on and so 

does progress on our Spring-

town Water system.  Our re-

port in the spring issue de-

tailed the status of our new 

stainless steel tank.  Since 

that time the tank has been 

filled, sanitized and was 

placed in operation on April 

29, 2009.  It is comforting to 

know that we now have a 

large inventory of treated 

water for home use and can 

now serve our fire depart-

ment in meeting its emer-

gencies.  Several existing hy-

drants were tested by SWA 

and the Springtown Fire 

Company. 

Going forward, we will be re-

placing the older small deliv-

ery pipes, a project which is 

long overdue.  At the end of 

May, SWA advertised for 

bids to replace the lines on 

Center and Walnut Streets.  

Bids were received at the 

township office on 5/29/09.  

Five bids that were within 

our estimate for this work 

were received.  The bids are 

under study and an award 

will have been made by the 

time this issue is delivered. 

SWA has applied for grants 

from Senators Casey and 

Specter and in Harrisburg 

for the “H20 PA Water Sup-

ply Projects.”  If we can obtain 

the requested grant we will be 

able to complete our five-year 

plan to replace all the old de-

livery pipes in three years.  

The system would then need 

only routine maintenance and 

would serve the citizens of 

Springtown for generations.  

Wish us luck. 

 

Cold Creek   
By: Esmeralda Soriano 

 

      Walking through the trees  

Almost to the stream 

We stop. 

Pricked by a bush 

Everybody’s being pushed. 

Now we’re at the creek  

And we hear a loud shriek, 

“Cold ,it’s so cold!” 

Someone has put his foot in 

Now the fun begins . 

 

WIP  Notes...  

“Reflections on Cooks Creek” 

(From the students of the Palms 
Watershed Integration Program). 
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Book Review            By: Jim Orben 

In Hovering Flight, a novel by Joyce Hinnefeld is set in the lower Cooks Creek watershed.  Ms. 

Hinnefeld has used our beautiful landscape, our best outdoor wanderings and our most feared 

outcomes as a framework to support her tale of the life, death, burial and legacy of artist, moth-

er, environmentalist Addie Sturmer Kavanaugh.  The tale begins with Addie's death and using 

skillfully written prose the author leads us through Addie's life. At each turn we are told just 

enough of each character's relationship with her to make the story mystical, to make the story 

compelling, to make the story true to Addie's fears. 

The small college town of Burnham, PA is between Burnham Ridge and the Delaware Canal.  

Habitat and groundwater are being threatened by development and pesticides.  As Addie cre-

ates her art, her husband, Tom does his ornithology research and teaches his classes.  Their 

daughter Scarlet, Addie's college roommates, Lou and Cora, a nun Tom knew in his native Ire-

land and Dustin, a coffin maker, are all woven together into a story that I nearly read in one sit-

ting. 

As I began the book I didn't understand how the title could refer to the bird on the cover, the 

Culver's Kinglet.  About half way through I thought Addie's spirit was doing the hovering.  As I 

finished the book I realized that it is really Addie's fears that are in hovering flight. 

 

 

 

 The Creek Lives 

By Sera Passerini 

 

Dancing trees, bitter wind,  

trickling water, 

Clutching thorns, 

Desperate to grab me. 

Waving grass, swirling patterns flow, bubbles gasping for air. 

The wind cries and blows 

Through the maple scented trees. 

Screeching ducks, rushing rapids, distant goats, fresh air coming. 

Blotches of red and orange dot a sanctuary  
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Year end financial reports      
Submitted by: Aimee Douglas, CPA 

Cooks Creek Watershed Association 

Statement of Financial Position 

March 31, 2009     

Assets    $18,397 

Liabilities       None 

Unrestricted net assets    16,397 

Temporarily restricted net assets     2,000 

Total liabilities and net assets  $18,397 

»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»» 

Cooks Creek Watershed Association 

Statement of Activity 

For Year Ended March 31, 2009   

UNRESTRICTED NET ASSETS 

Total revenue and support    $4,150 

Net assets released from restrictions    2,956 

       7,106 

Total expenses      5,718 

INCREASE IN NET ASSETS  $1,388 

»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»» 

Cooks Creek Watershed Association 

Statement of Changes in Net Assets 

For Year Ended March 31, 2009   

 

     Temporarily   

   Unrestricted   Restricted       Total    

Balance March 31, 2008  $15,009     $2,000    $17,009 

Increase in net assets      1,388              0          1,388               

Balance March 31, 2009  $16,397     $2,000    $18,397 
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Art Project for CCWA 

The beauty of our Watershed is often taken for granted. With the 

wealth of artistic talent in the area, the Watershed Association 

felt that perhaps we should sponsor an art event. It would give 

artists a chance to get together to appreciate the Watershed and 

to record it in some fashion. With a plethora of mediums to 

choose from, it became difficult to choose just one event; so we 

have decided to sponsor two.  One will be centered on artists who 

specialize in drawing, watercolor and oil painting. Another, will 

be open to artists who have an interest in photography. Hopeful-

ly, we will be able to garner some beautiful works of art that will 

highlight the wonderful area in which we live, and perhaps we 

could translate some of these works of art into postcards, calen-

dars, etc. 

 

On October 3, 2009, from 9:00 to 3:30 the Cooks Creek Watershed Association Art Workshop will be held 

on the property of Steve and Ruth Smith (3250 Slifer Valley Road). A covered dish lunch is planned and 

all participants are requested to bring food to share. The workshop will be limited to the first twenty art-

ists who register. Drawing, Watercolor, and Oil painting instruction in composition and color theory will 

be offered. Bring a lawn chair, art supplies in the medium of your choice, drawing board or easel. The 

venue is a marvelous example of Bucks County country living and will provide a wealth of ideas for 

sketches and paintings. If interested, clip the registration form below, fill in the requested information 

and mail it to CCWA, P.O. Box 45, Springtown, PA 18081. Please RSVP by July 10, 2009. 

 

Janet Walsh is an internationally acclaimed, award winning watercolorist, who has conducted numer-

ous workshops in the watercolor medium both nationally and abroad. She has been president of the pres-

tigious American Watercolor Society for a number of years. Her specialty is the floral motif but is accom-

plished in all forms of watercolor. She is the author of several books and articles on watercolor technique 

for both the beginner and the advanced student. Now a native of Coopersburg with her artist husband 

Jim Caman we are privileged to have Ms. Walsh available for the day of October 3, 2009. There will be a 

$30.00 fee for the workshop, payable to Cooks Creek Watershed Association. 

 

Drawing and Painting Art Workshop:   

I plan on attending the workshop on May 23rd.  

 

My medium is: __________________________ 

Name: _________________________________ 

Phone Number: __________________________ 

Email: __________________________________ 

 

 



Durham Township Recycling Center 
 
Location: Municipal Building, 218 Old Furnace Rd, 
Durham 

1st Saturday of every month ( 2nd Saturday if 1st Saturday 
is on a holiday weekend) 

Hours: 9:00AM – 12:00 noon 

Accepting newspapers, magazines, junk mail, phone 
books, glass, tin, plastic, aluminum and cardboard. 

Please note that this facility is available to all, not just 
Durham Township residents! 

Contact Joe Kulick at the township building for more info. 
610-346-8911 

Springfield Township 

Location: Township Building, 2320 Township Road 

Paper Recycling Bin Available at Township Building. 

 A Recycling bin was recently placed here and is available 
to anyone.  Cut down on trash and help the township earn 
extra money.  You can drop off: Magazines, Shopping 
Catalogs, Phone Books, Newspapers, Office and School 
Papers, Mail. 

Please do NOT include: Plastic, glass, metal, trash 

Hours: Anytime ; See website: www.springfieldbucks.org  

or call (610) 346-6700. 
 
Blinderman & Son 

Location: 1320 Whitaker St, Hellertown. 610-838-9221 

Hours:  
7:30AM – 4:00 PM,  Monday – Friday  

7:30 AM – 11:30AM,   Saturday 

Accepting cardboard and most metals 

City of Bethlehem Theis/Cornfeld Recycling Center 
Web site: www.bethlehem-
pa.gov/recycle/services/theis_cornfeld.htm 

Location: 635 Illick’s Mill Rd, Bethlehem  

Phone: 610-865-7082 Hours: Weekdays: 10 AM to 5 PM,  
Saturday  9 AM to 5 PM,            Sunday 11AM to 4 PM 

Accepting glass, cans, plastics, newspapers, all books, 
magazines, catalogs, cardboard, mixed office paper, met-
als, textiles (clothing, shoes, etc) large appliances (certified 

freon-free). Call or go to the web site for specifics. 

Bonus!! They provide FREE on site shredding services for  
businesses and private individuals. If you have 4 or more box-
es, call 610-865-7082 to schedule an appointment 

Hours of Shredding: Weekdays: 10 AM to 2:30 PM, Saturday:  
9 AM to 2 PM 

City of Bethlehem Compost Center 
 
Location:  1480 Schoenersville Rd., Bethlehem 

Non-Bethlehem residents are not allowed to drop off 
materials at the composting center but the mulch and 
compost is available for free to anyone if loading ser-
vices are not needed. They actually produce much more 
than what they can distribute, so they encourage anyone 
to take as much as they would like! Loading services are 
provided for a fee of  $10/cubic yard in the spring and 
fall. Call 610-856-7082 for hours. 

 

 

 

Recycle! 
Local Recycling Information 
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Springfield Township:  
www.springfieldbucks.org 

610-346-6700 
2320 Township Road 

 
Supervisors: 2nd Tuesday @ 7:30 PM 

Planning Commission: 1st Wed. @ 7 PM 
Supervisors/Planning Commission  
Work Session: 3rd Thurs. @ 7 PM 

Environmental Advisory Council:   
2nd Thurs. @ 7:30 PM 
Historic Commission:  

3rd Tuesday @ 7:30 PM 
 

Durham Township:  
www.durhamtownship.org 

610-346-8911 
215 Old Furnace Road 

 
Supervisors: 2nd Tuesday @ 7:30 PM 

Planning Commission:  
1st Tues. @7:30 PM 

EAC: Quarter ly on the 3rd Tuesday of  
January, April, July, October @ 7:30 PM 

 
Lower Saucon: 

www.lowersaucontownship.org 
610-865-3291 

3700 Old Philadelphia Pike 
 

Council: 1st and 3rd Wed. @ 7 PM 
Planning Commission:  

3rd Thur. @ 7 PM 
EAC: 1st Tues. @ 7 PM 

 
Williams Township:  
www.williamstwp.org  

610-258-6060 
655 Cider Press Road 

 
Supervisors: 2nd Wed. @ 7 PM 

Planning Commission: 3rd Wed. @ 7 PM 
Land Preservation Board:  

3rd Mon @7 PM 
 
 
 

Richland Township: 
www.richlandtownship.org 

215-536-4066 
1328 California Road 

Schedules of Local  

Government Meetings 
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Supervisors: 2nd and 4th Mon. @ 7 PM 

   Planning Commission: 3rd Tues. @ 7 PM 
Preservation Board: 2nd Thur . @ 7 PM 

 

 

CCWA Tote Bags now for sale! 

 

 No need to toss out plastic grocery bags from the 
market when you can re-use a 100% cotton canvas 
bag. The handy size is perfect for grocery shop-
ping and trips to the farmer’s market.  The extra 
long handles work comfortably over the shoulder 
for carrying books and paperwork, knitting and 
sewing projects, a change of clothes for the gym, 
for  sports events and for whatever else needs tot-
ing!  

$12.00 each.  

To order,  

Call Sherry Brodhead 

 at 610-346-8484. 
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If you hold precious the beauty that surrounds us in the Cooks Creek Watershed area and would like to be actively involved in 
its preservation, then consider joining our association as a member.   Reach out to your community!  We would love to hear 
from you! 

Please drop us a line at info@cookscreekpa.org 

CCWA is a 501 (c) (3) non-profit organization. 

Cooks Creek Watershed Association 

P.O. Box 45 

Springtown, PA  18081 

www.cookscreekpa.org 

Please Join Us… Cooks Creek Watershed Association - Membership Form 

All of us who reside in 

the area enjoy the beau-

ty of Cooks Creek.  

 

Those of us who are for-

tunate enough to live 

here are dependent upon 

this watershed not only 

for the beauty of the 

creek but our wells, the 

wetlands, the wildflow-

ers and all of the beauti-

ful landscapes in our 

townships.  

 

 It’s up to all of us to 

protect this treasure. 

The Cooks Creek Water-

shed Association asks 

that you become a mem-

Name:  ________________________________________________________________ 

Other household members: _______________________________________________ 

Address:  ______________________________________________________________ 

Phone: ______________________ E-mail: ______________________________ 

 

Interests: (circle) 

Newsletter Website  Roadside Cleanup  Event Planning 

Membership Fundraising Stream Studies  Wherever I’m Needed 

Individual Membership Fee:  @  $ 15.00 per year            _____________  

Family Membership Fee:     @   $ 25.00  per year            _____________ 

Donation:                                 _____________ 

Total:                                               _____________ 

Please detach and mail to Cooks Creek Watershed Association , (CCWA)  

 P.O. Box 45, Springtown, PA  18081.     THANK YOU ! 

Checks can be made payable to Cooks Creek Watershed Association. 

CCWA is a 501 ( c ) (3) non-profit organization.  

Please send me CCWA e-news and alerts 
CCWA does not share your e-mail address with any other 


