
 
“To protect, preserve and improve the quality of water, land and life in the Cooks Creek Watershed” 

2007 CCWA Events 

Regular Board Meetings: 
Springtown Fire House  

7:30 PM  
All are welcome! 

Final ‘07 meeting: Dec 20 

 

 
 

See Insert for Details! 

This fall was certainly 
busy, with our dinner and 
two community days to 
prepare for.  The Board did 
a spectacular job polishing 
our “presence” for the 
Springfield and Durham 
Community Days.  Both 
events were successful for 
us, with lots of visitors and 
good conversations.  Our 
groundwater model was 
certainly a big draw, with 
folks of all ages becoming 
armchair geohydrologists.  
Many thanks to the Boy 
Scouts of Troop 27 for 
loaning us the canopy; it 
made us look very profes-

sional.  And thanks to 
Sherry Brodhead for spear-
heading the effort to get us 
the new shopping totes.  If 
you haven’t already, make 
sure to get one and show 
off your support of 
CCWA! 

It was great seeing so 
many of you at our Fall 
Fellowship Dinner on Oc-
tober 6.  I think at some 
point we may have had 
close to a hundred people 
present, a record for the 
CCWA.  It may be that we 
actually need to consider 
another location next year 
– perhaps we are large 
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enough to use the Spring-
town Fire Company Hall?  
Thanks again to Judy Sieg-
fried and her helpers for 
organizing this year’s 
event.  I noticed that many 
of you particularly enjoy 
the community conversa-
tion, and didn’t want to 
stop for the program.  Af-
ter talking amongst our-
selves, we’ve decided to 
hold a second potluck with 
a much less formal pro-
gram after our annual 
meeting in the spring, just 
so that we can all network 
and share.  There will be 

(Continued on page 2) 
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more on this in the next newsletter, 
but for now mark off Earth Day as a 
CCWA event. 

 

You’ll notice that we have decided 
not to run a membership drive this 
year.  We thought it best to give 
that method a rest so as not to have 
it lose its effectiveness.  That 
doesn’t mean we don’t want new 
members, or for old friends to re-
new.  Please make sure to send in 
your 2008 dues if you haven’t al-
ready.  If you have any ideas for 
creative ways to interest new mem-
bers, drop me a line at in-
fo@cookscreekpa.org. 

 

Winter is slow for CCWA as it is 
for many of us, but the chance to 
recharge our batteries will be wel-
come.  Over the winter we will be 
renewing our website and synthe-
sizing our water quality database.  
Spring will be here before we know 
it.  In addition to our annual meet-
ing, look forward to spring events 
like our roadside Green Up (first 
Saturday in April), Mini Monster 
Mayhem (Father’s Day Saturday) 
and perhaps a workshop or two.  
Keep posted by checking in on the 
website at www.cookscreekpa.org. 

 

Yours in Conservation, 

 

 

W. Scott Douglas 

President 

Across the Board, 

Cont’d from page 1 

ing, becoming POLARTEC, but as 
styles change or wear and tear dictate, 
they too become landfill.  Some mate-
rials recycle better than others.  For 
many materials, recycling is really 
downcycling.  The high quality materi-
al that was a margarine tub ends up as 
a much lower quality park bench slat.  
When a tree falls on that bench and 
breaks the slats they are discarded and 
replaced with new recycled plastic 
park bench slats. 

 

Downcycling isn't new.  It’s been go-
ing on since recycling began, but be-
cause of downcycling each of us must 
be more discriminating.  The three R's 
of recycling apply here.  It’s not read-
ing, 'riting and 'rithmatic any more. 
It’s now reuse, recycle and refuse.  We 
should take that glass bottle back to 
the dairy to be reused, or turn in the 
steel and aluminum cans for recycling.  
And, when shopping for anything, re-
fuse that plastic shopping bag and car-
ry your purchase out of the store in 
your reusable canvas CCWA shopping 
bag. 

The other day I thought I caught a 
glimpse of my old Chevy.  It was a 
1955 four-door station wagon.  A Bel-
Aire, I think.  It was green.  It was a 
sad day when my younger brother 
backed it into a tree and wrecked it.  A 
few weeks later we cut it up and sold 
the steel for scrap.  That's why I think I 
saw it last Wednesday.  It didn't look 
at all like a '55 Chevy, but I'm sure 
what I saw was my old car, or at least 
a bit of it.  There it was, on a lawn out-
side a house in New Jersey, a wind 
turbine, spinning around generating 
electricity.  The turbine itself was alu-
minum and the blades were carbon 
fiber, but there it was painted that 
same green, a steel support pole about 
forty feet tall with that turbine mount-
ed up on top.  The sound was the 
same, the rushing wind of open win-
dows in the summertime.  Only now 
the rushing wind was making power 
instead of using power.  It was a fitting 
transformation and part of the magic 
of steel.  I don't know how many times 
that same steel had been transformed 
from useful item into scrap and back 
to usefulness  since we cut up that car 
in 1970, but I was glad to see that it 
had found a home where it was being 
truly appreciated once more. 

 

Many materials possess this same 
magic.  Many things we use can go 
around again and again like glass or 
aluminum.  Even some plastics can be 
reworked into new plastic containers 
with the proper care.  Paper can only 
turn it around six or seven times be-
fore the fibers get too short and weak 
to be paper again, and most plastic that 
is collected for reuse does not close 
the loop and become once more what 
it once was.  Plastics have the bad hab-
it of becoming mixed and therefore 
cannot return as a water bottle, but end 
up as TREX or other plastic lumber, 
appreciated for its durability for a 
while but at last ending up as landfill.  
Some bottles find their way into cloth-

What Goes Around Comes Around 
By: Jim Orben 

 

mailto:info@cookscreekpa.org
mailto:info@cookscreekpa.org
http://www.cookscreekpa.org/
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October 6th, 2007 Annual Covered Dish Dinner 

By: Sherry Brodhead and Jim Orben 

The Association and friends 
gathered in October at the 
Springtown Rod and Gun Club 
lodge.  In keeping with our 
emphasis on landscaping with 

We are grateful to Judy 

Siegfried and Denise Oak-

ey for their exquisite work 

with decorating the hall 

and tireless clean-up duty 

in the kitchen. Many 

thanks to you both!  And 

thanks also to the hard-

working cooks who 

helped make the even 

such a success. 

took shape.  The buffet table was filled with marvelous offerings from soup to many desserts and the one hundred or 
so attendees ate very well.  As the dishes were cleared and washed, our president, Scott Douglas, described the past 
year’s accomplishments.  He was followed by our featured speaker, Durham's Christopher Zelof who the Cooks 
Creek Watershed Association wishes to thank for his interesting presentation, “Ecological Design and Beyond.” He 
shared clips from his award winning documentary movie “Ecological Design: Inventing the Future” and previews 
from his newest project “City 21,” which is still in development.  To find out more about Christopher Zelov, and his  
film production and publishing company the “Knossus Project,” log on to his web site at http://www.geniusloci.com. 
Here you can also order his book “Design Outlaws on the Ecological Frontier” as well as his video documentary. 

native plants, the entrance was decorated with a collection of native plants 
and many were sold.  At the door our Membership Coordinator, Sherry 
Brodhead, was ready to renew memberships and sign up new members.  
She is shown talking to our featured speaker Chris Zelof. There was a large 
assortment of appetizers to help fill the time, and us, while the gathering 
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A Bio-engineered Streambank Restoration on Cooks Creek 
By: Joe Mihok 

Eroding streambanks are a common sight in many watersheds.  Though erosion is a natural process, erosion in many 
streams has been exacerbated by human activity.  Our streams and the organisms that live in them evolved in very 
different conditions than what exists today.  In watersheds in our area, a nearly completely forested landscape would 
have been the norm before European settlement.  We all know the benefits that forests provide to streams. They slow 
surface runoff and promote groundwater infiltration, filter pollutants, shade the stream and provide woody debris and 
leaf matter to the stream.  Human activities have of course greatly altered this natural system.  Impervious surfaces 
have increased the volume and velocity of surface runoff and decreased groundwater infiltration. Agriculture and resi-
dential development occupy large areas that were once forested.  These factors have upset the natural process of ero-
sion and deposition in streams, essentially speeding up the whole process.  While we need to continue to advocate for 
broader scale control and mitigation of these factors, such as limiting the amount of impervious surfaces in new devel-
opment, restoring some of these eroding streambanks can also play an important role in restoring the health of our 
watersheds. 

According to the US Environmental Protection Agency, sediment is the greatest source of pollution to rivers and 
streams in the United States.  The EPA estimates that natural erosion processes produce about 30 % of the sediment 
entering streams and that accelerated erosion from human activities accounts for the other 70 %.  Sediment reduces 
the amount of dissolved oxygen in the water, degrades the physical habitat of many species of bottom dwelling aquat-
ic insects and can smother the eggs of trout and other fish that require clean gravel for spawning.  Rapidly eroding 
streambanks are one source of sediment pollution. 

In 2002, Bucks County Trout Unlimited received a Growing Greener grant from the Pennsylvania Department of En-
vironmental Protection to restore 250 feet of eroding streambank on Cooks Creek (see Photo #1).  A “bio-engineered” 
approach was used in this restoration.  Bio-engineering includes the use of plants as well as engineered structures to 
restore eroding streambanks.  With this approach, the stability of the bank increases over time as the plants take root 
and become established.  First the bank was graded from near vertical to approximately a 3:1 slope.  Basketball sized 
boulders were then placed along the base or “toe” of the bank; commonly referred to as a “boulder toe”. These help to 
reduce erosion at the base of the bank that would cause it to collapse on itself.  The next step was the construction of 2 
“rock vanes” composed of larger boulders measuring 2 to 3 feet in length, width and height.  These vanes are 75 feet 
long and begin at the top of the graded bank and extend upstream at a 30 degree angle.  The rock vanes deflect the 
greatest force of the current away from the bank and during periods of high water begin to scour a deeper channel in 
the center of the stream (see Photo #2). 

Once the grading, boulder toe placement and construction of the rock vanes was complete, the “bio” part of bio-
engineering could begin.  Native species of willows and dogwoods were used to re-vegetate the bank.  The work was 
done in November when the plants were dormant.  First, “willow posts” were installed along the boulder toe.  These 
are sections of willow trunks (without roots) that are 4 to 5 inches in diameter and 6 to 7 feet long.  Planted with about 
3 feet of the trunk in the ground and close enough to the water to always remain wet, they take root and begin to grow 
the following spring (See Photo #3).  Next, bio-degradable erosion control matting was placed on the bank and willow 
and dogwood “live stakes” were planted throughout the bank.  Live stakes are essentially the same as willow posts 
only smaller (see Photo #4). 

Today the stable, vegetated bank benefits the Cooks Creek ecosystem in a variety of ways (see Photo #5).  Some of 
the willows planted in 2002 are now 15 to 20 feet tall.  They are beginning to shade the stream and thus help keep wa-
ter temperatures cooler in the summer months; cooler water carries more dissolved oxygen.  They provide overhead 
cover for trout and other fish to escape predators.  They add woody debris and leaf matter to the stream, providing 
habitat and a food source for some species of aquatic insects.  And, of course, the now stable streambank reduces the 
amount of sediment entering the creek. 
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Photo #1. The streambank before restora-
tion work began.  The bank is 4 to 6 feet high 
and nearly vertical. 

Photo #2.  One of the rock vanes during a 
period of high water. 

Photo #3.  New growth on a willow post in 
the spring the year after planting. 

Photo #4.  Willow posts and live stakes just 
after planting. 

Photo #5.  A view of the project in summer  
of 2006. 

 

Photo 1 Photo 2 

Photo 3 Photo 4 

Photo 5 



The Cooks Creek Watershed is the 
only southeastern Pennsylvania riv-
er system with a native reproducing 
population of brook trout.  The rea-
sons for this are two-fold.  One: 
steep slopes keep the larger intro-
duced brown trout out of the tribu-
taries where brook trout breed.  For 
those of you who don’t know, 
brown trout prey on young brook 
trout.  Two: limits to forestry and 
development have maintained the 
spring fed system at the low tem-
perature required by “brookies.”   
Brook trout prefer water less than 
68°F, and cannot survive if the wa-
ter temperature rises above 77°F.  
This is mostly due to the high 
amount of dissolved oxygen they 
require.  Because cold water holds 
more oxygen than warm water, 
colder is better for a “brookie.” 

I have been warning people about 
the dangers of loss of riparian cover 
and increased runoff and what it 
may do to the stream ecosystem for 
years.  Recently, I was asked if we 
actually measure temperature on a 
regular basis.  Embarrassingly, I 
had to say “No”.  Not one to miss a 
good hint, I set out to search for an 
appropriate temperature sensing and 
recording device.  

The Onset Computer Corporation in 
Bourne, MA sells a compact tem-
perature sensor capable of measur-
ing temperature continuously and 
storing it for months at a time.  Us-
ing our Community Grant dollars, 
CCWA purchased three of these 
devices and installed them in the 
creek.  We download them in the 
field by simply attaching them to a 
portable databank and pushing a 
button.  The data from all deployed 
meters can then be fed into a com-
puter and analyzed.  The software 
generates a graph, like the one 
above taken at the Springtown 
gauge in September. 

The average temperature at this lo-
cation (main stem of Creek, just 

below Springtown) was 65° F.  
That’s not very cold, and the overall 
trend was up towards the danger 
zone for brook trout.  This is most 
likely caused by the very low water 
we had this summer, and the fact that 
the station is above where many of 
the colder tributaries (like Silver 
Creek) enter the mainstem.  Data 
from lower down in the watershed 
showed a lower average temperature 
of 62° F for the same time period.  
The fluctuations in the graph are due 
to changes in temperature between 
night and day.  The large dip was a 
cold snap. 

Once we have a year’s worth of data, 
trends due to flow and season should 
become apparent.  We will be able to 
definitively show the impact that 
either low flow or stormwater have 
on temperature.  With more meters, 
and more time, we will be able to 
correlate temperature with condi-
tions in the watershed and be able to 
say just how much our land use deci-
sions impact the Creek.  It’s data like 
these that we need to defend our 
new, stricter ordinance against over-
zealous developers. 

Watching for Warming Trends on a Local Scale 
By: W. Scott Douglas 
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Over the next several years CCWA 
hopes to install 13 more of these 
throughout the watershed, one for each 
of our adopt-a-reach sampling sites.  
Unfortunately, they cost about $100 
each.  If you would be interested in 
helping fund this effort by purchasing a 
temperature meter for the network, 
drop us a line at in-
fo@cookscreekpa.org and put 
“temperature network” in the subject 
line. 

mailto:info@cookscreekpa.org
mailto:info@cookscreekpa.org
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initiated during the late winter/early 
spring of 2008. 

An intensive student/parent education 
and orientation effort advertising the 
program would occur during this appli-
cation period. 

A selection committee, headed by the 
school principal, would review all stu-
dent applications/data and make selec-
tions according to a criteria-driven pro-
tocol, beginning in May 2008. 

The CCWA looks forward to collaborat-
ing in the planning and implementation 
of this initiative in 2008. 

A new and exciting program is be-
ing developed for Palisades Middle 
School students in seventh grade. 
Called the “Watershed Inclusion 
Program”, it is set up as an Acade-
my (or small group learning envi-
ronment). The goal is to develop a 
curricular structure that combines 
classroom and on-site experiences. 
Given the differences in the way 
that students learn, this approach 
will add “hands-on” experiences to 
accompany and reinforce class-
room learning. 

At the onset, the Watershed Inclu-
sion Program (WIP) will involve 
approximately forty seventh grade 
students, representing all ability 
levels. These students will be se-
lected via an application process, 
with those chosen ultimately 
grouped together under the direc-
tion of two teachers. 

These WIP students would devote a 
significant portion of each school 
day to the comprehensive examina-
tion of a specific watershed. All of 
the skills and concepts taught in the 
traditional disciplines (Language 
Arts, Math, Science, and Social 
Studies) would be focused on the 
study of local watersheds. As in 
everyday life, all disciplines would 
be intertwined in this applied ap-
proach to study and practice. 

Teachers will utilize a rigorous 
problem-solving approach in a per-
sonalized, student-driven, standards
-based curriculum to prepare stu-
dents to be successful in high 
school career preparation and in 
college-level studies. 

Proposed WIP timeline: 

Students would apply for the pro-
gram via an application process, 

Giving Thanks 
By Jim Orben 

I find myself saying "Thank You" 
many times throughout the day.  I 
say thank you for my coffee and 
thank you for my change.  I thank 
anyone, for almost anything.  The 
thanks do not stop there.  I hear 
thanks being given all around me, 
on the radio and on the TV.  I 
heard him say, "Thank you very 
much."  As I was driving home in 
the late afternoon with the sun set-
ting behind me something made 
me think of giving thanks.  Maybe 
it was the brightly lit hillside of 
autumn colored trees.  Maybe it 
was the clear blue sky.  Maybe it 

was the dry creek bed I crossed as I 
neared my home.  I do appreciate 
the girl in the coffee shop making 
pot after pot each morning and fill-
ing an endless stream of paper cups, 
and the radio voice giving out in-
formation to an unseen audience, 
thanking us for listening.  I do ap-
preciate all these things, all these 
things and more. 
 
As I crossed that dry creek bed I 
was thankful for the rain that will 
come and refill the spring that feeds 
that creek, and thankful for the trees 
that cover the hillside providing 

shade and stability to the soil.  I was 
even thankful for the myriad animals 
that make driving in the country such an 
adventure, because they too play their 
part.  I was thankful for friends and fam-
ily, for their presence and their love.  
And thankful too, for the mere act of 
being thankful.  For the ability to recog-
nize that all these things, tangible or not, 
are not there automatically.  They all 
require some effort.  And in the final 
analysis I am thankful for that too. 

Innovative Education:  

Watershed Inclusion Program 



 

 

A tendril is a slender shoot found on 
a vine or climbing plant. Wild grape-
vines are known as high climbing 
vines and they climb by means of 
tendrils. Looking at a grapevine 
(Latin name, Vitis), you will see the 
dark brown stems which are thorn-
less. The bark on the stem is mostly 
shredded. The leaves are toothed, 
heart-shaped, especially at the base 
and often lobed.  The tendrils are 
found opposite of nearly every leaf, 
or in some varieties, every two 
leaves with the third leaf lacking a 
tendril. This tendril, when it comes 
in contact with a support, can wrap 
around the support. Tendrils are said 
to be “thigmotropic”. The word 
“thigmo” means “touch” and 
“tropic” means “tending to turn in 
response to a specified stimulus”. 
And so, the tendril is sensitive to 
touch. When a tendril touches a sup-
port, such as a tree branch, there is 
faster growth in the plant cells of the 
tendril, on the opposite side of where 
it is touching. So the tendril curves 
toward the support branch. The ten-
dril continues to curl until it looks 
like a spring attaching itself to the 
branch. Using the tendril to grasp 
structures, the wild grapevine can 
reach the tops of trees and gain ac-
cess to the full sun. The tendrils on 
the wild grapevines are interesting 
structures and you can make a 
wreath and view the spring-like ten-
drils. 

 

 

 

Take a look at some other tendrils: 
Find some Boston ivy climbing up a 

Children’s Backyard:  

The Tendril and the Grapevine  
By: Lois Oleksa 
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building and examine its tendrils. 
They have disks – round pads at the 
ends of their tendrils – which allow 
them to climb walls by sticking and 
gluing themselves to the masonry. 
Garden peas have tendrils that can be 
eaten and are used as garnishes in 
fancy restaurants. 

In the year 1000 AD, Leif Eriksson, 
the Lucky, sailed across the North 
Atlantic Ocean and found a new 
country which he called Vinland be-
cause of all the wild grapes growing 
there. Vinland was the east coast of 
North America. 

Cultivated varieties of grapes have 
been grown on a large scale in the 
Old World since the beginning of 
history. Columbus brought them to 
Haiti in 1494, and later colonists in-
troduced them to the eastern United 
States. These early plantings were 
soon attacked by pests and diseases 
which did not bother our native 
grapes. Soon Europeans were cross-
ing the wild grapes with the Europe-
an types to make them stronger. The 
Concord grape – the Concord grape 
juice you drink – is from a fox grape 
cross. The fruit of the wild grape is 
found in clusters like tame grapes. 
However, they are usually small and 
light blue to black in color when 
ripe. The fruit forms in August 
through October and can be used 
fresh or in jelly or cold drinks. Wild 
grapes can be used in any recipe that 
calls for grapes but generally they 
need more sugar than cultivated 
grapes. Lewis and Clark’s Expedi-
tion being hungry, ate grapes as a 
main part of their diet. The juice 
from the freshly crushed, preferably 
ripe grapes proved to be valuable in 
helping cleanse the eyes of irritating 
matter such as the dust from cattle 
drives and the chaff from threshing. 
Animals especially like the grapes. 

How to form a wild 
grapevine wreath: 
  

Pull the dried vine off 
its support. It is okay to 
take wild grapevines 
down off the trees and 
shrubs that are valued. 
If left alone, the vines 
may cover the trees and 
shrubs and cause the 
plant to die by shading 
it out. Vines need to be 
kept in check. 

Cut off a length of 
grapevine; the longer 
the length, the larger 
and thicker the wreath. 

Start to wind the vine 
into a circle, around 
and around. 

As you near the end of 
the vine, intertwine the 
loose ends from outside 
to inside of the wreath. 
This will hold the 
wreath together. End by 
having all the ends 
tucked into the wreath. 

Decorate or leave plain, 
viewing the tendrils. 
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Almost 100 species of songbirds eat 
grapes. Others that enjoy the grapes 
are: grouse, bobwhite, pheasant, wild 
turkey, and mourning dove. Skunks, 
foxes (remember the story in Aesop’s 
fables about the “Fox and the 
Grapes”?), coyote, raccoon, cottontail 
rabbit, red squirrel and opossum also 
eat wild grapes. 

During warm months, sap from the 
grape stems can provide a cool drink, 
but the plant is destroyed in the pro-
cess. A six foot section from a vine 
two inches in diameter will yield one 
pint of pure liquid. The upper cut 
must be made first. The leaves were 
also chewed to relieve thirst, especial-
ly in regions where water was scarce. 
In spring, try chewing the lemony 
tendrils; or stuff the leaves to make a 
favorite Mediterranean dish called 
“dolmas”. 

And don’t forget to try swinging on 
the wild grapevines hanging from tall 
trees. 

 

 

tendril Wrapping grape vine into wreath 

Finished wreath hanging in tree 

Wild grapes– the fruit 
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Creature Feature: Beetles 
By: W. Scott Douglas 

This is the fifth installment of a 
series of articles on the fauna of 
the Cooks Creek. 

 

Most of us think about beetles as 
terrestrial creatures and don’t 
expect to see them in the water.  
In fact many folks may not know 
that beetles have larval forms 
that look a lot like armored cater-
pillars.  While most aquatic bee-
tles live in ponds and lakes, some 
beetle larvae, and even adults, 
live out most or all of their lives 
in fast moving water. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The most recognizable stream 
loving Coleoptera is the water 
penny (above). While most 
stream waders have seen these 
insects, they probably didn’t rec-
ognize them as beetles.  These 
members of the family Psepheni-
dae don’t look like beetles at all, 
but look and act like a cross be-
tween a limpet and a trilobite.  
Turn one over and you’ll see the 
typical beetle larva shape hidden 
by the oversize tergal plates.  
Water pennies are strongly dorso
-ventrally flattened so that they 
can hold on to rocks in swift wa-
ter.  They feed on algae and dia-

toms that they scrape from the 
rocks.  After a few months, the 
mature larva (about ½ inch in di-
ameter) pupates and emerges as a 
small, shiny, black beetle, with 
none of its unusual larval charac-
teristics.   Water pennies like 
clean, cold, well aerated water. 

 

The most common lotic beetle is 
the clinging riffle beetle 
(Elmidae).  
 

 

 

 

 

 

The 

adults look like the classic bee-
tles, with hardened wing covers 
(elytra) that are black and shiny 
(above).  It makes a living crawl-
ing around between rocks feeding 
on algae and detritus.   

The larva looks like its terrestrial 
cousin; a hardened caterpillar.  

 Elmid larvae never get larger 
than several millimeters in 

length, and when mature crawl up 
onto shore to pupate.  When the 
adults emerge they fly off to a 
suitable spot, dive in and never fly 
again, even to mate.  These tiny 
creatures can be very abundant in 
healthy, well aerated streams like 
the Cooks Creek, but can tolerate 
a moderate amount of pollution.  
In the limestone sections of Cooks 
Creek, where there is a natural 
heavy coating of good algae and 
diatoms there are riffle beetles and 
water pennies in abundance. 

 

There are a dozen or so genera in 
the Northeast, and it takes a good 
eye to be able to spot the differ-
ences between them.  You can 
easily see water pennies just by 
picking up random rocks at the 
heads of riffles.  Adult water pen-
nies will come to lights, or you 
can see them scampering across 
exposed rocks in riffle areas.  Col-
lecting riffle beetles will require a 
net, placed firmly on the stream 
bottom in fast moving water to 
catch what floats away when the 
substrate above is disturbed.  You 
will tend to find more where there 
are leaf packs or submerged vege-
tation. 
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Springfield Township:  
www.springfieldbucks.org 
610-346-6700 
2320 Township Road 
Supervisors: 2nd Tuesday @ 7:30 PM 
Planning Commission:  
 1st Wed. @ 7 PM 
Supervisors/Planning Commission Work 
Session: 3rd Thurs. @ 7 PM 
Environmental Advisory Council:  2nd 
Thurs. @ 7:30 PM 
Historic Commission: 3rd Tuesday @ 7:30 
PM 
 
Durham Township:  
www.durhamtownship.org 
610-346-8911 
215 Old Furnace Road 
Supervisors: 2nd Tuesday @ 7:30 PM 
Planning Commission: 1st Tues. @7:30 
PM 
EAC: 3rd Tuesday @ 7:30 PM 
 
Lower Saucon: 
www.lowersaucontownship.org 
610-865-3291 
3700 Old Philadelphia Pike 
Council: 1st and 3rd Wed. @ 7 PM 
Planning Commission: 2nd Mon. @ 7 PM 
EAC: 1st Tues. @ 7 PM 
 
Williams Township:  
www.williamstwp.org  
610-258-6060 
655 Cider Press Road 
Supervisors: 2nd Tues. @ 7 PM 
Planning Commission: 3rd Wed. @ 7 PM 
Land Preservation Board: 3rd Mon @7 PM 
 
Richland Township: 
215-536-4066 
1328 California Road 
Supervisors: 2nd and 4th Mon. @ 7 PM 
Planning Commission: 3rd Tues. @ 7 PM 
Preservation Board: 2nd Tues. @ 7 PM 
Rivers Conservation: 3rd Tues. @ 3PM 

Local  

Government 

Meetings 

Durham Township Recycling Center 
Location: Municipal Building, 218 Old Fur-
nace Rd, Durham 

1st Saturday of every month ( 2nd Saturday if 
1st Saturday is on a holiday weekend) 

Hours: 9:00AM – 12:00 noon 

Accepting newspapers, magazines, junk 
mail, phone books, glass, tin, plastic, alumi-
num and cardboard. 

Please note that this facility is available to 
all, not just Durham Township residents! 

Contact Joe Kulick at the township building 
for more info. 610-346-8911 

Springfield Township 

Location: Township Building, 2320 Town-
ship Road 

Paper Recycling Bin Available at Township 
Building for your use! 

A Recycling bin was recently placed here 
and is available to anyone.  Cut down on 
trash and help the township earn extra mon-
ey.  You can drop off: Magazines, Shopping 
Catalogs, Phone Books, Newspapers, Office 
and School Papers, Mail. 

Please do NOT include: Plastic, glass, metal, 
trash 

Hours: Anytime ; Cardboard can be dropped 
off in the bin next to the paper retriever.   

See website: www.springfieldbucks.org  

or call (610) 346-6700. 
 
Blinderman & Son 
Location: 1320 Whitaker St, Hellertown. 
610-838-9221 

 
 
Hours:  
7:30AM – 4:00 PM,  Monday – Friday  

7:30 AM – 11:30AM,   Saturday 

Accepting cardboard and most metals 

City of Bethlehem Theis/Cornfeld Recy-
cling Center 
Web site: www.bethlehem-
pa.gov/recycle/services/theis_cornfeld.htm 

Location: 635 Illick’s Mill Rd, Bethlehem 
Phone: 610-865-7082 Hours: Weekdays: 10 
AM to 5 PM 

            Saturday:    9 AM to 5 PM 

            Sunday:      11AM to 4 PM 

Accepting glass, cans, plastics, newspapers, 
all books, magazines, catalogs, cardboard, 
mixed office paper, metals, textiles (clothing, 
shoes, etc) large appliances (certified freon-
free). Call or go to the web site for specifics. 

Bonus!! They provide FREE on site shred-
ding services for businesses and private indi-
viduals. If you have 4 or more boxes, call 610-
865-7082 to schedule an appointment 

Hours of Shredding: Weekdays: 10 AM to 
2:30 PM 

 Saturday:  9 AM to 2 PM 

City of Bethlehem Compost Center 
Location:  1480 Schoenersville Rd., Bethle-
hem 

Non-Bethlehem residents are not allowed to 
drop off materials at the composting center but 
the mulch and compost is available for free to 
anyone if loading services are not needed. 
They actually produce much more than what 
they can distribute, so they encourage anyone 
to take as much as they would like! Loading 
services are provided for a fee of  $10/cubic 
yard in the spring and fall. Call 610-856-7082 
for hours. 

 

 

 

Local Recycling Options 

Green Tip #2:  The chemical industry wants you to buy their products, and has spent 

decades trying (successfully) to convince you that you need them.  However, the average 
homeowner really doesn't need to use any agrichemicals to have a relatively pest free home, 
garden and lawn.  The secret is to encourage nature to work for you.  Planting native bushes 
and trees will encourage beneficial insects and birds to compete with pests.  Regular mulching 
and liberal fertilization with compost keeps plants healthy and pest resistant.  Forgo lawn ferti-
lizers and "weed killers" in order to promote a diverse lawn that will be resistant to pests and 
drought.  Do not remove dead stalks and leaves from your garden beds in the fall.  This debris 
insulates the overwintering bulbs and provides shelter for overwintering beneficial insects.  In 
the spring, after plants start to peek above the soil, an army of pest control specialists will 
hatch/emerge ready to protect your peonies.  Then you can clean up the debris.  If you must use 
chemicals, use them sparingly and directly on the offending pest (plant or animal) if possi-
ble.  Look for less persistent products that act fast, and follow the directions on the product 
label explicitly.  



PAGE 12  

Cooks Creek Watershed Association 

P.O. Box 45 

Springtown, PA  18081 

www.cookscreekpa.org 

NON-PROFIT ORG. 
STANDARD MAIL 
DURHAM, PA 18039 
PERMIT NO. 6 

If you hold precious the beauty that surrounds us in the Cooks Creek Watershed area and would like to be actively involved in 
its preservation, then consider joining our association as a member.   Reach out to your community!  We would love to hear 
from you! 

Please drop us a line at info@cookscreekpa.org 

CCWA is a 501 (c) (3) non-profit organization. 

Check out our customized CCWA 
Tote Bags now for sale in time for 
the Holidays!   

No need to toss out plastic grocery 
bags from the market when you can re-
use a 100% cotton canvas bag. The 
handy size is perfect for grocery shop-
ping and trips to the farmer’s market.  
The extra long handles work comforta-
bly over the shoulder for carrying 
books and paperwork, knitting and sew-
ing projects, a change of clothes for 
the gym, for  sports events and for 
whatever else needs toting!  

Model: Sherry Brodhead 


